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13/03/2013  Coxswain Meeting  1830 hrs

20/03/2013  Committee Meeting  1830 hrs

29/03/2013  SUNSET DRINKS  1700 hrs 

4/04/2013  General Meeting  1830 hrs

10/04/2013  Coxswain Meeting  1830 hrs 

17/04/2013  Committee Meeting  1830 hrs

26/04/2013  SUNSET DRINKS  1700 hrs 

8/05/2013  Coxswain Meeting  1830 hrs 

15/05/2013  Committee Meeting  1830 hrs

31/05/2013  SUNSET DRINKS  1700 hrs 

What’s on at VMR Bribie - March - May 2013

Marine VHF  Radio Course
Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie is running its next MROVCP and MROCP 

VHF Radio Course on the weekend of 27th and 28th of April 2013.
It is a full weekend course at the base. 

No course fee for VMR Members but there is examination fee of $63.50 
from Maritime College in Tasmania plus you  will need a copy of the Marine 

Operators Handbook which costs $40.00. 
For non VMR members there is also an additional $50.00 course fee. 

Limited spaces available.

Call Peter McNamara, VMR Radio Officer on 0413 083184 
to register your interest. 

Notes from the Editor
Hope you like the new look. This is my first Bay Watch, so apologies for mistakes.
Herb Coleman

Flashback 
Keep watching Flashback in Bay Watch or on going stories of many of our old members. If you 
have anything to add to old or new dedicated members stories or if you have an old member 
story or correction to a story please contact Betty Snell on 54975168. Betty would love to hear 
from you.
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COMMODORES REPORT - WAYNE  SCLATER 
We recently held our AGM, where an election was held for office 
bearers for the 2012/13 period. The position of Commodore, Vice 
Commodore and treasurer were unopposed. Herb Coleman, who 
has been our Secretary since 2008 decided to stand down and 
follow a different direction. I would like to thank Herb for the 
work he has done over the years. 
 
Our new Secretary is Peter Morton. With Peter comes Maurie 
Doyle and Denis Ezzy to the Committee. Cheryl Fullgrabe did 
not stand for Committee but will remain active around the Base. 
Alan Blackman has also decided to step down as the Bay Watch 

editor. Thank you Alan for turning the Bay Watch into the magazine it is today, I think 
everyone will agree it is a pleasure to read. 
Over the past couple of months we have been busy with different projects around the place. 
We were lucky enough to get an invite to the Murrumba Downs school celebrations where 
we sold cruise raffle tickets and explained what we did. Energex Bribie 3 was also in 
attendance. 
 
We also attended an open night at BCF at Morayfield where we had a large number of 
members turn up and sell cruise tickets. I would like to thank the members that attended for 
donating their time to both of these events. We recently hosted the final of the Bass fishing 
competition; this is where the competitors used our pontoon to start their days fishing and 
also for the weigh in. We hosted a BBQ for the event but the bad weather kept people away. 
If you have been past the Base lately you will see that the garden is missing (thank you Bob) 
The garden is been revamped with topsoil, plants and mulch we are obtaining from the 
Moreton Council. 
Some of our senior radio operators have decided to call it a day. John Goldsworthy, Mike 
Burgess, Kerry Spillane and Eric Stavley.  I would like to thank these operators for their 
service over the years and all the best for the future. 

 
UNIT RESOURCE CONTROLLER - CLINT FULLGRABE 

Not a lot has happened since the last edition, although we broke the hundred in activations. 
Crews have been working well in their efforts to provide an excellent service to the public 
which reflects highly on the Squadron.  
 
With Christmas around the corner and the holidays, combined with our storm season, I 
expect we will be fairly busy as always for this time of year. This will be Alan’s last edition 
as Editor of Bay Watch as he is taking a well-deserved break. I would like to thank him (and 
his assistants) for the high standard he has set in developing our magazine and wish him well 
for the future. From Cheryl and myself, have a very happy Christmas and safe New Year. 

Hi all and I hope everyone has held out and hasn’t been 
affected too much with all of the bad weather. 

It has been fairly quiet around the base the bad weather has 
been keeping everyone inside. Another cruise raffle has 
come to an end with all of the tickets sold. A big thankyou 

to everyone that gave up some of their time to sell tickets. We hope to be run-
ning another one soon as these are a great source of money. Thankyou John and 
the team at Harvey World travel Bribie Island for their continuing support.

As usual I would like to thank all of the volunteers that do a fantastic job, the 
fundraisers , the boat crews  the radio operators and of course the woman on the 
social committee. Cheryl and the girls do a fantastic job feeding us no matter 
what the occasion. I believe they are working on something special for the State 
of Origin this year when NSW win.

We recently held an information day and BBQ at the base to allow anyone who 
might be interested in volunteering to come along and see what we do. We had 
over 60 people attend and the day was a great success with us getting quite a 
few new members .
 
Unfortunately there was also the passing of a long time member John Mould. 
John was a long-time volunteer and contributed in every way,  from being on 
crew to being the Unit Resource controller (URC) to duty officer.

Stay safe in this weather we are having at the moment, and remember if you 
have to think about going boating in this weather don’t go.
Remember go the BLUES  2013 the year of NSW.

Commodores Report
Wayne Sclater
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Unit Resource Controller
Clint Fullgrabe

We have had our fair share of bad 
weather this year, as predicted.
The Squadron was kept busy with the 
usual drifting vessel and break downs, 
also the removal of large debris from 
the Passage after the floods. Overall, 
due to the conditions, it has been 
relatively quiet as compared with past 
years.
Working with the UTC, night training 
has progressed well with a good 
attendance from the Crews. The 
training involves all day time activities 
that the Crews are familiar with only to 
improve their skills further by adding 
the adverse light conditions.
With only 17 activations so far this 
year, to date, there is not a whole lot 
more I can add. 
I would like to pass on my condolences 
to the Mould family. John passed on the 
7th Febuary and will be dearly missed 
by all that knew him. I especially 
owe the man a lot as he was the one 
responsible for training me as URC 
back in January 2005, I replaced him 
after 9 years on the job.

That’s it, take care and stay safe.

Social Committee Report
Cheryl Robinson

Welcome back to 
all our members 
and a BIG Welcome 
aboard to our new 
Members.  Hope 
you all had a relaxing festive season 
and we look forward to seeing you all 
again throughout the coming months. 
Sunset Drinks has commenced 
again and if January’s attendence 
is anything to go by, we are in for a 
fantastic year.
The Social Committee ladies have had 
a busy February doing funtions and 
March has already some confirmed 
bookings.
The Function Room is available for 
hire so remember to tell your friends 
and family that VMR Bribie is the 
place to hold their next function.
Sunset Drinks are held on the last 
Friday of every month finishing 
November.  Hope to see you all again 
this year.
We are planning to hold a variety of 
functions this year so make sure you 
have advised the office of your email 
address so that no one misses out.  You 
can keep up to date with whats on by 
tapping into the VMR Bribie website 
and go into “Calendar of Events. 
Until next time............Cheers
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VMR Bribie recently conducted an Information Day for members, showing 
them how to become more active in the various aspects of our organisation. It 
was a great day with morning tea and luch served. There are a variety of tasks to 
do which will help our organisation. 

Information Day at Marine Rescue Bribie

Above: Annette explains the requirements for crews.

Above: “Sally” is rescued AGAIN!

Above: Denis discusses fundraising.

Above: The crowd listens intently.

If  YOU are interested in 
becoming more active, contact 

the base on 3408 7596. 
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You are on Green crew one weekend 
in July on your normal crew day when 
a call is received ‘’to a boat on fire 
near Mission Point’ at 1600 hours. 
The information is very “sketchy” and 
you have been tasked to check it out. 
Weather conditions are not favourable 
with passing rain squalls. 
The tide is rising. Energex Bribie 3 
(EB3) is deployed with a crew of 4 as 
a quick response and the other boat 
EB2 will be sent as soon as the crew 
return from the assist they are on. 
EB1 is unavailable for 1 hour due to a 
electrical problem.
Nothing is heard from EB 3 other than 
normal departure message 4 POB to 
Mission Point. 
About 25 minutes later a garbled radio 
message with static is received. “EB3 
arrived static Point static people in wat 
static burnt”. Reply from base garbled 
static.
On reaching the area, the EB3 crew find 
a partly burnt 5mt Fibre glass boat on 
a sand bar,  the crew observe 4 persons 
nearby on a sand bar, two persons are 
wearing PFD’s and 2 PFD’s floating 
nearby there are also 2 eskys and other 
clothing on the sand bar.  

First Aid Scenario
Part One: Oh dear I should have taken a sickie
(Part Two will be in the winter edition of Bay Watch)
Author: Ian Grimes VMR First Aid Instructor & ex. NSW Ambulance Paramedic

Signs of fire are evident but there is 
no flame or smoke.
Two crew are detailed off to check 
the people and the third crew person 
does a quick recon. The coxswain 
stays with the boat. They discover the 
following  on examination:
Person (A) male about 20 to 30 y/o 
is unconscious, unresponsive; his 
head is facing down and he is making 
gurgling noises when he breaths in 
and out and he has a large open head 
laceration.
Person (B) female 20 to 30 y/o appears 
dazed is conscious and breathing, she 
has two haematomas (bruising) under 
both eyes, complaining “that my 
neck is sore”. She also has a partial 
thickness burn to both arms. Mild 
numbness feeling to both legs.
Person (C) male about 5 y/o is 
conscious has a” hoarse” voice on  
you notice black smudges around his 
mouth and nose complaining of being 
cold and sore throat.
Person (D) female about 4y/o 
conscious, alert but shivering but 
very quiet. 
Persons A B C and D are all wet. 
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The coxswain of EB3 realises that 
urgent help is required and notices 
an antenna is partly horizontal and 
moving back into correct position 
a radio check is successful.  A brief 
account of events is sent but there is 
still some static. Base radio advice 
that “further assistance” will not be 
available for about 1 hour and then 
more radio static.                                         

Now to the reader of this scenario you 
are one of the crew members on EB3 
so what are you going to do? 

 Here is your dilemma:
Contact with base is a problem.
We are the first aiders for at least an 
hour before help arrives, but what do 
they mean by “further assistance”?
Is it another crew,  paramedics, a 
helicopter or what? The weather is 
appalling, visibility is poor, sunset is 
at 1710 hour and the tide is rising. 
Which person do I start treating first?
What’s in EB3’s First Aid Kit, what 
other equipment do we have available? 
How are we going move these people? 
Is there any shelter nearby?
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Profile
VMR Bribie Secretary 2012 -2013

Name: Peter Morton
Age: 66
Partner: Heather Pearson
Lives at: Ocean View (hills behind Caboolture) and 
Bongaree.

Past Life: Started work as a scientific cadet with DPI 
then transferred to Qld Health in the late sixties as a 
computer programmer (while punched cards were the go!). 
Worked on various projects and then back to DPI 
where I worked in the Dairy Division developing on-
farm computer programs for use by farmers. Left DPI in the mid-nineties to go freelance 
contracting.  Worked for Qld Health in the relational database area where I developed 
applications that sat between the Departmental Payroll and Ledger Systems.  These 
applications allowed Qld Health Finance Officers to manage their budgets.  Retired 
from the paid workforce at the end of 2009.

VMR: I joined VMR Bribie in 2005 and became an active member in 2010 after 
completing a radio course run by Kevin James and Dennis O’neil.
To come up to speed with the required local knowledge, I wrote a small application 
NavPoint that recorded the position of well known (and not so well known) local spots 
and displayed then on a chart.  This program is now in use in the Radio Room so 
operators can check the destination of vessels logging on with VMR Bribie.
Following on from this, I wrote another application, RosterMan, that calculates the 
rosters for the Radio Room, Radio Call-outs and the Emergency Response Crew (ERC).  
The rosters work by recording members requests for duty and uses certain algorithms 
to best allocate members to the rosters.
To try to achieve better (and cheaper) communication with members (active and 
ordinary), I also developed another application, MailMan that uses the data held in our 
membership database to personalise emails to members for such things as membership 
renewals and notification of upcoming events.
I was elected as Secretary, VMR Bribie at the AGM in October 2012 and, along with 
Heather, help Maurie Biela in manning the Bar at the Sunset Drinks and private functions 
that we host at our refurbished facilities on the 1st floor. I would like to thank all the 
hard working members such as Anita Hudson, Betty Snell, Mary Brown, to name just a 
few, that have made my stint at Secretary far easier with all their help.
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Weekend Crew Roster for 2013

to train crews how to recover overturned and 
swamped vessels.
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Out and About

Left to right back row:  Gary Adams, Des Sliwka,Trevor Bell and Clint Fullgrabe. 
Front row left to right: Annette Mengel and Elisabeth Radajewski. 

Picture by Peter McNamara 

The best of Queensland. On location at the Volunteer Marine Rescue Base Bribie 
Island pontoon.  Members of the Emergency Response Crew  of  Volunteer 
Marine Rescue Bribie Island after a training session in preparation for the 
Festive Season. The ERC team are on call after hours 365 days a year and with 
prospect of some good weather during Christmas and the New Year they are 
expecting a busy period.

Visability on Energex Bribie 2 on a bad weather 
day under the bridge.

Ahh, that’s better!
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The Curtin Artificial Reef  is well known 
as a famous dive site for Moreton Bay. 
It is also a haven for fisherman where 
on any good weekend, fisherman and 
divers compete for the best anchoring 
spot on top of the reef. 

The Curtin Artificial Reef

Many anchors have been lost there. 
The best time to fish there is 30 
minutes before and after the top of the 
tide. Adding a little extra weight also 

helps for when the tide does turn it 
starts to run pretty quickly.
Named after Frank Curtin an old 
commercial diver in Brisbane and a 
member of the Underwater  Research  
Group of Queensland, who have been 
sinking large vessels, concrete pipes, 
vehicles, pontoons  and tyres at the 
site since 1968 to create the Curtin 
Artificial Reef. 

To date there have been a total of 32 
ships laid to rest on this site with the 
last one, The Hustler sunk on the 13th 
September 1998.
 
The reef is abundant with marine 
life, tropical fish, gropers, turtles, 
wobbegong sharks, stingrays, and 
many schooling fish like barracuda 
and trevally which will almost always 
be seen. This artificial reef is famous 
for giant groper that inhabit these 
waters.

The reef is just off Cowan Cowan on 
the western side of Moreton Island, 
marked by 2 white signs at the north 
and south end of the reef on the beach. 
Depths range from about 16 meters to 
27 metres to the sand bottom, the tops 
of some wrecks are only 12 meters 
deep. 
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Maintenance Report for the Christmas & New Year Period
Bob Skinner

There has been quite a bit of action over the 
holidays which have resulted in a few minor 
repairs being required on the vessels.

Energex Bribie 1 has had sounder 
problems which appear to have been 
resolved. The Vessel is starting to show its 
age, a few of the side lockers have broken 
their hinges and the locks on the doors have 
broken and have had to be refurbished. 
Unfortunately during a towing job the port 
motor came in contact with a submerged 
object and removed a tooth from two gears. 
The mishap resulted in having to replace 
the whole gearbox at a cost of around 
$9,000.00. Fortunately we have insurance 
but we still have to pay a substantial excess 
plus detonation loss as the vessel is now 8 
years old.

Energex Bribie 2 was unfortunate to have 
picked up in its Port side propeller a full 
divers Bottle Harness and Gear which 
caused a fair bit of damage before the motor 
could be turned off. The diving gear was 
apparently lost by the people recovering 
the vessel that sank in Spinnaker during the 
low pressure over the Australia Day week 
end. The damage was contained to a piece 
out of the cavitation plate and a straightened 
propeller.

Energex Bribie 3 has been a great little 
work boat but also has had a few repairs. 
The 27mhz aerial was broken during the 
recovery of a sailing vessel from under the 
bridge which had broken its moorings and 
had to be recovered before there was damage 
to the services under the bridge. The port 
side spotlight lamp has been replaced and a 
new cabin light installed on the front of the 
center console. The auxiliary cable to work 

the winch was accidently caught in the 
Winch cable and had to be repaired and 
relocated. The high wind caused the cover 
on the vessel to sustain some damage and 
will have to be repaired ASAP.

The Base has been working hard over the 
holidays with many events being catered 
for by the bar staff and the ladies. The 
small freezer was lost to the power supply 
failures during the bad weather.

One of the CCTV cameras on the pontoon 
got damaged in the storm and is being 
replaced. The hand railings on the main 
steps have been replaced and other than 
a few minor repairs the base is looking 
great. Please use the facilities, bookings 
for the hall can be made at the base and 
you will find it has the best view on the 
island for a private event, wedding, party 
or just a get together.
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A Welcome to New Members

Andrew Alizzi
Joel Anderson
Tim Anderson
Jason Bellert
Matt Berezwick
Jasen Bird
Ronald Burrett
Greg Butler
Peter Clarke
John Cockram
Charles DeBrueys
Warren Eddie
Matthew Foote
Chris Fowler
Helen Glissan

Kurt Haensch
Glenn Hames
John Harris
John Kearnes
Bruce Kimmins
Troy Long
Tony Luker
Rory McDowell 
Terry McKendry 
Leo McNulty
Robert  Minns 
Anthony Mullins 
Ross O’Neal 
Ted O’Rourke 
Stuart Piper 

Michael Bain
John  Barry
Jason Black
Gary Blake
Julian Bowdler
Antonio Bowers

A warm welcome to you all. I hope to see you at 
Sunset Drinks, last Friday of every Month

Single Members

Josh Plazina 
Matt Rapley 
Eric Reid 
Brian Richards 
Brendan  Smith 
David Smith 
Warwick Smyth 
Peter Thurecht 
Richard Trow 
John Vayne 
Frank Watts 
Noel Wendt 
Lee Whiteside

Family Members
Catherine Boxsell
Peter Boyle
Alexander Buckley
Andrew  Christie
Bryce Fletcher
Glenn Frost
Rick Hale
Arty Hamill
Luke Kitchin
Scott Lambert

Bruce Leane
Trevor Muller
Keiron Munn
Danny Papa
Robert Randall
Stewart Scarborough
Allan Skipper
Max Spencer
David  Taylor
Richard Whetlor
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Flashback: Graeme Bennett
Betty Snell

Graeme was born Stawell North West of 
Melbourne on 1/1/1933. His childhood was 
spent around the Grampian Mountains and 
his first schooling was the State School 
503 (Primary), then Geelong Grammar for 
(Secondary School Education).
Graeme was in the 1st eight Rowing Team 
at Geelong and in the 2nd football team as its 
Captain. He became the schools Vice Captain 
his final year.
The first job for Graeme was in a Woollen 
Mill in Launceston. After six months working 
Graeme was called to the National Service 
and during this time he learnt to fly the Tiger 
Moths. Geelong was the next woollen mill 
for Graeme before moving on to England.  
Graeme studied at the University of Leeds, for 
three years where he acquired his Bachelor of 
Science degree in the Textile Industry.  Whilst 
at the University Graeme joined the university 
Air Squadron which was part of the (RAF) 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.
Graeme worked in various mills overseas and 
at Ciba in Switzerland, the Dye Stuffs and 
Pharmaceutical Company.
Graeme made a number of friends in England, 
Greek, and Finish American and English, all 
but one has passed on.  The climate was not 
agreeable and after three and a half years, he 
decided it was time to come home to Australia, 
besides they decided after his stay in England 
for three years he should be up to doing 
National Service in England, and this further 
helped Graeme’s decision to leave England in 
1956.
It was now back to the family business in the 
Woollen Mills in Stawell until 1998, when 
Graeme, as Managing Director, decided to sell 
the Company to a German Company. He made 

plans to retire to Bellarine Peninsula out of 
Geelong.
Graeme met Barbara at a Wedding in Geelong, 
and was married in 1961 in Melbourne. After 
retiring Graeme and Barbara decided to go 
caravanning and made a trip to Bribie Island 
and stopped and never left.
Graeme always had an interest in boating; 
this led to inquires at VMR as Graeme 
wanted to become a Crew Member and was 
promptly told he was too old for the position.  
Graeme was disappointed and went home 
and sulked for 24 hours but he came back and 
decided to join the Squadron on 23/04/2001 
and trained for Radio Duty, after going 
through the required procedures he obtained 
his MROCP/VCP 400646 and has been an 
operator of over 11 years.
Graeme also went onto become PR Officer for 
4 years and was very efficient in this position, 
also Graeme was a Vice Commodore for two 
years.
Graeme has a half Cabin runabout and 
sometime takes his grandchildren out on the 
water, however he says he is winding down 
and the boat is not getting out on the water as 
much these days.
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Over the past few months we have faced new challenges 
whereby GPS Positions are provided from Mobile Phones.

Most mobile phones operate on a decimal based system 
as opposed to a degree and minutes system that means the 
position is provided in degrees and decimal of degrees (not  
degrees and minutes.). Not using the correct system can place 
the search area more than 30 nautical miles away from where 
the vessel is located.

To overcome this problem  Radio Operators have  been asked to  identify when 
GPS positions are given from mobile phones (as opposed to vessel based GPS 
equipment). Unfortunately most mobile phone users won’t know which system 
their mobile phone uses, so Radio  Operators in the Interest of Safety will provide 
the Rescue Vessels with the two GPS locations.

If you are using a mobile phone as a source of communication you need to know what 
system your phone operates on . To make it more interesting not all mobile phones 
use the same system. Our advice to you is check what GPS system your  mobile 
phone operates on before you next venture out onto the water. 

We have had 5 new Radio Trainees pass their Competency Tests and they will be 
joining the general Radio Room Roster. They are:  Andy Joyce,  Maggie Bigalla, 
Claude Xuereb, Ken Rogers and Peta Schrodter.

The Information Day went well and there are potentially another 3 or 4  new Radio 
Operators. The Next VHF Radio course is set down for the Weekend of 27th and 
28th of April 2013. Limited spaces are available. It is a full weekend course.
 
We are often asked if the service we provide is worth it. Well here are the stats from 
last year (2012): We Logged On 3451 vessels. We had 15,784 calls and had 138 
assists.
 
So if you’re going boating this year  don’t forget to Log On with the Radio Room, 
it will be the best call you make all day. 

Radio Officer’s Report
Peter MacNamara
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Green Sunday Christmas Lunch get together with family. Left to right: Paul Sears with Tena and Eli, 
Simon and Linda Middap, Nalda and Mauire Biela and Mary and Adrian Westerman. 

Front Row: Steve and Donna Kiely. Picture by Peter McNamara . 

Above: Energex Bribie 2 gets a good scrub up.
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In the Kitchen
Chilli Crab

You will need:
Crab
Chili and Garlic 
– use enough to suit your taste   

Tomato Paste 
A couple of egg whites 
A bit of water  
- add a teaspoon of vinegar  
A touch of Corn flour 
- if the sauce is too runny 
Method:
Make the sauce in the pot first pretty 
much to taste, so chili & garlic, 
tomato sauce and water. Stir it until all 
ingredients are mixed well together.
  
You need to have enough to cover 
the number of crabs you are cooking. 
Quickly stir in the egg whites so 
there is white bits throughout. 
Only add a touch of corn flour if the 
sauce is too runny.
 
Clean and cut in half your crab, and 
crack the claws first if you can.
 
Cook for about 10 minutes if the crabs 
are green and a couple of minutes if the 
crabs are cooked first.

Let the cooked crabs sit for about five 
minutes before serving, with fresh 
herbs, lemon and  a chilled white wine.
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Got a Good Fishing Story or Useful Tips?
 The best to be published will receive prizes including fishing lures, a voucher 
for a few free drinks at one of our Sunset Drinks sessions and a bottle of wine. 

Email your contribution to the editor: baywatch@vmrbribie.com

BE AWARE
SMARTPHONE GPS AND VESSEL GPS CONFUSION

If you rely on your smartphone GPS system, find out which system your mobile 
phone uses - most phones use a decimal system (degrees and minutes) while 
vessel based GPS uses degrees and decimals of degrees. This difference can vastly 
vary search areas if you are in trouble. Most radio officers will communicate 
two versions, but it pays to check and know which one you are relying on in an 
emergency!

The VMR Bribie Island fleet test the waters!
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Located at: 
Unit 1/8 Armitage Street 

Bongaree    4507 
Phone 3408 3233 
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1. Obedient Men. A group of men and women were waiting to enter Heaven, God 
appeared and said, "I want the men to make two lines. One line for the men who were true 
heads of their household, and the other line for the men who were dominated by their 
women. I want all the women to report to St. Peter." 
Soon, the women were gone, and there were two lines of men. The line of the men who 
were dominated by their wives was 100 miles long, and in the line of men who truly were 
heads of their household, there was only one man. God said to the long line, "You men 
should be ashamed of yourselves; I created you to be the head of your household! You 
have been disobedient and have not fulfilled your purpose! Of all of you, only one obeyed. 
Learn from him." God turned to the one man, "How did you manage to be the only one in 
this line?" The man replied, "My wife told me to stand here." 
 
2. Golf or Sex. Four good friends were playing their weekly game of golf at Pacific 
Harbour. Jack remarked how nice it would be to wake up on Christmas morning, roll out of 
bed and without an argument, go directly to the golf course, meet his pals and play a round. 
Mike, John and Fred all chimed in and said, "Let's do it! We'll make it a priority; figure out 
a way and meet here early Christmas morning." Months later that special morning arrives, 
and there they are on the golf course. Jack says, "Boy this game cost me a fortune! I bought 
my wife such a diamond ring that she can't take her eyes off it." Mike  says, "I spent a 
bomb too. My wife is at home planning the cruise I gave her. She was up to her eyeballs in 
brochures." John says "Well my wife is at home admiring her new car, reading the 
manual." They all turned to Fred, the last one of the group who is staring at them like they 
have lost their minds.  "I can't believe you all went to such expense for this golf game. I 
slapped my wife on the behind and said well babe, Merry Christmas! It's a great morning 
what is it to be sex or golf," and all she said was, "You'll need a hat." 
 
3 Scottish Thrift. A Scottish woman goes to the local newspaper office to see that the 
obituary for her recently deceased husband is published. 
The obituary editor tells her that the charge will be 50p per word. 
She pauses, reflects, and then she says “well then, let it read “Fred Brown died” 
Amused at the woman’s thrift, the editor tells her that there is a seven-word minimum for 
obituaries. She thinks it over and in a few seconds says “in that case, let it read 
“Fred Browne died: golf clubs for sale “ 
 
4.An Irish Story. Two Irishmen were standing at the base of a flagpole, looking up when a 
woman asked them what they were doing. The first Irishman replied, ‘We're supposed to 
be finding the height of this flagpole, but we don't have a ladder” The woman took out an 
adjustable spanner from her bag, loosened a few bolts and laid the flagpole down. She got a 
tape measure out of her pocket, took a few measurements, and announced that it was 18 
feet 6 inches. Then, she walked off. The second Irishman said, “Isn't that just like a 
woman! We need the height, and she gives us the length”.  

SMILE ! 

50 Sheds of Grey - The Men’s Version

The novel “Fifty Shades Of Grey” has seduced women - and baffled blokes. Now a spoof, Fifty 
Sheds Of Grey, offers a treat for the men. The book has author Colin Grey recounting his love 
encounters at the bottom of the garden. Here are some extracts...

We tried various positions - round the back, on the side, up against a wall...but in the end we 
came to the conclusion the bottom of the garden was the only place for a good shed.

She stood before me, trembling in my shed. “I’m yours for the night,” she gasped, “You can do 
whatever you want with me.” So I took her to Bunnings.

She knelt before me on the shed floor and tugged gently at first, then harder until finally it came. 
I moaned with pleasure. Now for the other boot.

Ever since she read THAT book, I’ve had to buy all kinds of ropes, chains and shackles.She still 
manages to get into the shed, though.

“Put on this rubber suit and mask,” I instructed, calmly. “Mmmm, kinky!” she purred.
“Yes,” I said, “You can’t be too careful with all that asbestos in the shed roof.”

“I’m a very naughty girl,” she said, biting her lip. “I need to be punished.” So I invited my mum 
to stay for the weekend.

“Harder!” she cried, gripping the workbench tightly. “Harder!”
“Okay,” I said. “What’s the gross national product of Nicaragua?”

I lay back exhausted, gazing happily out of the shed window. Despite my concerns about my 
inexperience, my rhubarb had come up a treat.

“Are you sure you can take the pain?” she demanded, brandishing stilettos.
“I think so,” I gulped. “Here we go, then,” she said, and showed me the receipt.

“Hurt me!” she begged, raising her skirt as she bent over my workbench.
“Very well,” I replied. “You’ve got fat ankles and no dress sense.”

“Are you sure you want this?” I asked. “When I’m done, you won’t be able to sit down for 
weeks.” She nodded. “Okay,” I said, putting the lounge suite on eBay.

“Punish me!” she cried. “Make me suffer like only a real man can!”
“Very well,” I replied, leaving the toilet seat up 
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Vale John Mould 5/10/1937 - 5/2/2013
Ruth Watson

It is with sadness that we heard of the 
passing of John Mould, who passed away 
on 5th February 2013 at the Redcliffe 
Hospital.  It was his wish that he have 
a private funeral service surrounded 
by his family and close friends. John 
is survived by his three son’s Neville, 
Geoffrey and Paul.
As many of you would have been aware 
John was transferred by the ANZ Bank 
to Manage the Bribie Island Branch 
some years ago.  John and his wife 
Jean were members of our Bribie Island 
Community for the last 22yrs.  
It would appear that the sand, surf, 
boating and fishing were most appealing 
to them both which lead him to volunteer 
a lot of his time to VMR on Bribie 
Island.  
John joined VMR in 1995 and gave to 
the organization fourteen years of   

dedicated service. He was a Vessel 
Commander for two of those years a 
member of Green Crew from 1995-2099 
and a Management Committee member.  
For years John performed the role of 
Unit Resource Controller, answering 
calls at all hours for VMR Bribie.

John was fondly remembered by Betty 
Snell as a dedicated upstanding member 
of our community and the VMR 
who assisted on a regular basis with 
fundraising activities. John gave talks 
at our New Members nights, promoting 
VMR roles of the Squadron and what 
volunteer help was needed.
Because of his background in banking 
– John along with help always counted 
the large bags of money from the boat 
show. 

While living at Bribie John and his 
wife Jean were to take advantage of 
the fishing and all things boating. How 
proud he and Jean were of their red and 
white boat called “My Girl” 

Sadly Jean’s health began to suffer and 
she passed away in 2010.  John nursed 
Jean till the very end; such was his 
love for her.  Hopefully now they have 
both found the comfort of eternal peace 
together once more.
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The Bay Watch Classifieds
Positions Vacant
Volunteers to join and assist VMR Bribie Island 
to provide a valuable service to the boating 
community.  We need more volunteers so please 
if you can spare time:
Telephone 3408 7596 Today!

Contributors to Bay Watch
Stories, articles, photographs and jokes welcome. 
Email: baywatch@vmrbribie.com

Make a Difference
Ticket sellers  required for the RSL, every second 
Friday 5-8pm. Very rewarding, lots of fun. 
Phone John Grubb 3410 7449 or 
Mob 0417 635 093

Ticket Sellers 
Needed for Sylvan Beach Hotel. 1 hour one Friday 
night a month, a real hoot and lots of banter. 
Phone Arvo Jaavue on 3410 7198 

Tenors Needed
Do you sing on your boat? If so, Tenors who can 
harmonise with other male voices  are needed to 
join the Gleemen. Tel 3408 7858 if interested

Archiving of Early Beginnings
Betty Snell is looking for past dedicated members 
and their connection to VMR for archiving of 
early beginnings of the organisation. 
Contact Betty on 5497 5168 

BASE ROOMS BOOKINGS
Utilise our wonderful facilities and world 
class views at the VMR Base for your next 
function or meeting. Bookings can be made 
through the Booking Officer 
Mary Brown 5496 8000

BAY WATCH DEADLINE
CONTRIBUTIONS &  CLASSIFIEDS 
Please send correspondence and articles to the 
editor: baywatch@vmrbribie.com.  
Deadline for submissions to next edition will 
be 19.00 Friday, 17th May 2013

FOR SALE SECTION - MARINE ITEMS  
Advertisements in this part are free for 
members. If you would like to place a marine 
related sale notice, clearly write out details of 
item and email to: baywatch@vmrbribie.
com. Notices will appear for one edition only 
unless alternative arrangements are made. 

WANTED - INTERESTED PERSON 
to work with the Editor of Bay Watch to learn 
how to assemble Bay Watch each quarter 
including the use of Microsoft Publisher and 
presentation of the journal to the printer for 
professional printing with a view of becoming 
a future editor of the Journal. Must have your 
own laptop. 
Contact: baywatch@vmrbribie.com

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN BAY WATCH
Advertise your business in Baywatch in colour or black and white at very competitive rates.

 Contact: Steve Robinson on 3408 1677 or 
Sub-editors: Peter McNamara on 5497 6087 or Betty Snell on 5497 5168

Email: baywatch@vmrbribie.com
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Member Advertisement
Must Sell 6.1 Mtr (20ft) Trailer Sailer, Sunmaid 20 in Reasonable Condition, 
Full Set of Sails (5+1) & 6 hp Johnson Outboard, Reconditioned Trailer. Club 

Champion 2003 Bribie Island Sailing Club. Phone Allan 3410 1850. 
Best Offer.

TICKET SELLERS NEEDED
Please ring Arvo Jaavue on 3410 7198 

if you can assist FOR ONE Friday per month. 
STANDBY HELPERS are also needed.

Hotel Raffles Roster - Volunteers Needed!
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“A LAST, THE SIMPLE, AFFORDABLE 
BARNACLE PREVENTION SYSTEM 

THAT PUTS YOUR PONTOON’S 
MAINTENANCE ON TO AUTO - PILOT.

“A LAST, THE SIMPLE, AFFORDABLE 
BARNACLE PREVENTION SYSTEM 

THAT PUTS YOUR PONTOON’S 
MAINTENANCE ON TO AUTO - PILOT.

BARNACLE GUARD 1300 559 169
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VMRAQ Training Conference
Volunteer Marine Rescue Association 
Queensland (VMRAQ) held their 
Unit Training Coordinators (UTC) 
Continuous Improvement Meeting at 
VMR Bribie Island on Saturday 16th 
February. 

This workshop was attended by 22 
members from all VMR Squadrons from 
Currumbin in the south to Gladstone in 
the north. Conducted by Robert Brock, 
VMRAQ Training Officer and was 
assisted by Gary Radford, also from 
VMRAQ. Training needs analysis; 
partnerships with other squadrons, 
private boat owners, refrigeration 

Front L to R Hans Lubbers, Betty Snell (both from 
Bribie Island), Colin Haigh (North Stradbroke), 

Andy Ross (Raby Bay). Back L to R  John Burdett 
(Bribie Island, back view), Peter Leech (Brisbane) 

and John O’ Callaghan (Bundaberg) enjoying a 
chat and morning tea.

Trevor Davies and Kim Lynch both from 
Gladstone. 

and diesel engineers; commercial 
insurance; record keeping; and audits 
by Marine Safety Queensland (MSQ) 
were discussed at length. 
The introduction of a new training 
package was outlined, which is to be 
introduced over the coming years and 
to be in place by 2016. VMRAQ is a 
registered training organisation, each 
squadron has qualified trainers and 
assessors and most squadrons have 
an MSQ approved assessor. Through 
the squadrons the VMRAQ provides 
the required training and issuing 
of qualifications for VMR crew 
members.
VMR Bribie Island Social Committee 
provided morning tea, lunch and 
afternoon tea.
Photos by John Traill
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Above: UTC’s and AUTC’s concentrating at the workshop

Notice
Whilst every care is taken by the Editor of Bay Watch, no responsibility is accepted for material submit-

ted, the accuracy of the information in the text, illustrations, or advertisements contained herein. The 
opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editor or the Executive  committee of VMR Bribie 

Island - Editor

VMRAQ Training Conference

Robert Brock (VMRAQ) presents session to: Front (L to R) Lindsay Hamon (Jacobs Well), Phil Morton 
(Harvey Bay), Trevor Davies and Kim Lynch (Gladstone), Middle (L to R) Ron Matlik VMRAQ Vice-
President (Jacobs Well), Jannie Bloem (Jacobs Well), Ray Boak (Currumbin), David Roberts (Jacobs 

Well), Leith Lindsay (Hervey Bay), John O’Callaghan (Bundaberg), Dave McDonald (Southport, 
obscured), Back (L to R) Peter Leech (Brisbane), Shane Rudolph (Victoria Point, obscured),  unknown, 

Paul Sears (Bribie), Betty Snell (Bribie), Colin Haigh (North Stradbroke), Andy Ross (Raby Bay).
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Commodore Wayne Sclater 3408 4087
Vice Commodore Bob Skinner 3408 2889
Secretary Peter Morton 
Treasurer Adrian Westerman  5497 5513
Membership Secretary Anita Hudson 3408 0491
Management Committee Maurie Doyle 34100882
 Denis Ezzy 34082963
 Peter McNamara 5497 6087
 Clint Fullgrabe 0417 610 809  
Crew Controller John Burdett 3410 1040
Unit Resource Controller Clint Fullgrabe 0417 610 809  
Public Relations Officer John Traill 0407 537 323 
Radio Officer Peter McNamara 5497 6087  
Assistant Radio Officer Dennis O’Neil 3410 8330
Bay Watch Editor Herb Coleman 54295214
Editors Assistants Peter McNamara 5497 6087
 Betty Snell 5497 5168

Health & Safety Advisor Graeme Symons 3351 5857
Training Co-ordinator Hans Lubbers 0427 179 888 

Booking Officer Mary Brown 0401 699 679

Sub-Committees 
Boat Maintenance Ray Fox 3408 2657
 Bob Skinner 3408 2889 
Sponsorship Coordinators Denis Ezzy 3408 2963
 Maurie Doyle 3410 0882
 
Social Committee: Chair Cheryl Robinson  3408 1677
Social Committee: Deputy Chair Janine Jaavuo  3410 7198
Building & Projects Bob Skinner 3408 2889

Volunteer Marine Rescue 
Association Moreton Bay
Zone Delegate Bob Skinner 3408 2889

Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie Island Inc.
Office Bearers and Committee 2012 - 2013






