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Important Announcement for All Bribie Members:
Radio Room’s New Manning Hours

From the 1st march 2014, the radio room will be manned from:
0500 To 1800, 365 days a year.

Our 24 Hour Emergency Number:  07 3408 7596
It will be the best call you make all day. 

The next MROCP VHF radio license 
course will be held on saturday 5th of 
April and Sunday 6th of April 2014 
at the VMR base on Bribie Island. 
The course will start at 8.30am each 
day. The examination fee set by the 
Australian Maritime college is $74.00.
The cost of the Radio Operators 
Handbook which you require for 
the course  is $39.00. The Radio 
Handbook is available from the office 
of  Maritime  Communications and 

MROCP  VHF Radio License Course
they can be contacted  on 1300 365 
262. These costs are standard where 
ever you do your course. There are no 
additional fees charged by VMR Bribie 
to members for running this course. If 
you wish to register for the course or 
require more information contact the 
Radio Officer for VMR Bribie Island,
Peter McNamara, on 0413 083 184. 
Limited spaces available. You must 
register your interest no later than 
Friday 21st of March 2014.
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COMMODORES REPORT - WAYNE  SCLATER 
We recently held our AGM, where an election was held for office 
bearers for the 2012/13 period. The position of Commodore, Vice 
Commodore and treasurer were unopposed. Herb Coleman, who 
has been our Secretary since 2008 decided to stand down and 
follow a different direction. I would like to thank Herb for the 
work he has done over the years. 
 
Our new Secretary is Peter Morton. With Peter comes Maurie 
Doyle and Denis Ezzy to the Committee. Cheryl Fullgrabe did 
not stand for Committee but will remain active around the Base. 
Alan Blackman has also decided to step down as the Bay Watch 

editor. Thank you Alan for turning the Bay Watch into the magazine it is today, I think 
everyone will agree it is a pleasure to read. 
Over the past couple of months we have been busy with different projects around the place. 
We were lucky enough to get an invite to the Murrumba Downs school celebrations where 
we sold cruise raffle tickets and explained what we did. Energex Bribie 3 was also in 
attendance. 
 
We also attended an open night at BCF at Morayfield where we had a large number of 
members turn up and sell cruise tickets. I would like to thank the members that attended for 
donating their time to both of these events. We recently hosted the final of the Bass fishing 
competition; this is where the competitors used our pontoon to start their days fishing and 
also for the weigh in. We hosted a BBQ for the event but the bad weather kept people away. 
If you have been past the Base lately you will see that the garden is missing (thank you Bob) 
The garden is been revamped with topsoil, plants and mulch we are obtaining from the 
Moreton Council. 
Some of our senior radio operators have decided to call it a day. John Goldsworthy, Mike 
Burgess, Kerry Spillane and Eric Stavley.  I would like to thank these operators for their 
service over the years and all the best for the future. 

 
UNIT RESOURCE CONTROLLER - CLINT FULLGRABE 

Not a lot has happened since the last edition, although we broke the hundred in activations. 
Crews have been working well in their efforts to provide an excellent service to the public 
which reflects highly on the Squadron.  
 
With Christmas around the corner and the holidays, combined with our storm season, I 
expect we will be fairly busy as always for this time of year. This will be Alan’s last edition 
as Editor of Bay Watch as he is taking a well-deserved break. I would like to thank him (and 
his assistants) for the high standard he has set in developing our magazine and wish him well 
for the future. From Cheryl and myself, have a very happy Christmas and safe New Year. 

Our long standing member Peter Snell passed away suddenly in 
January and it was pleasing to see so many members in uniform 
at his funeral. 
 The last couple of months have been hectic with an unprecedented 
number of callouts and squadron activations. We have responded 
well and the crews involved have performed extremely well. 
The Pacific Harbour light parade was the most successful yet 

and congratulations go the all involved. Many thanks also to those who provided the 
coverage over the Xmas and New Year period. We are now focussing on the future and 
your participation in general meetings and other base activities is very welcome. With 
regards to maintenence, all life rafts and life jackets have now been certified for the next 
year and we have purchased another 10 life jackets to replace some that were showing 
their age. Energex Bribie 1 has undergone a battery upgrade following some recent power 
shortfalls. You will have seen the new defibrillator in Energex Bribie 1.
  The crew room and toilet area downstairs is undergoing a major renovation and 
should provide a more pleasant and functional work area for the rostered crews. The 
training database has been audited by VMRAQ and congratulations must go to Hans 
Lubbers and Allan Tranter for getting the training database up to scratch and pursuing so 
diligently the anomalies identified. They have also produced a training newsletter that 
will go out this week. Training has commenced and the first priority is to deliver those 
modules necessary to bring crew up to Competent Crew level. Many of those crew are 
new to the organisation. A new group of trainees has commenced this week and will be 
mentored by Maurie Biela. Please make them welcome and pass on your knowledge as 
they move through their training program. 
 Maurie Biela and his callout crew on Thursday towed a 5.5m boat in very 
difficult conditions (allegedly 25-30 knots NE wind and outgoing tide) from 2-3 kms 
off Woorim back to the passage. The owner had been a member for 6 years and was 
extremely grateful for the rescue.  There were two jet ski incidents that were handled 
in a very professional manner. One involved the jet ski hitting the bridge and the other 
was towing a person who fell off and was injured. The crews attended and rendered the 
necessary assistance.
  John Burdett and callout crew rescued a yacht that had an affinity for the bridge. 
Energex Bribie 1 negotiated an incoming tide and initially towed the yacht off on a bow-
to-bow tow changing to the conventional stern tow in safer water.

Cheers
Bob Skinner

Commodores Report
Bob Skinner
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Social Committee Report
Cheryl Robinson

This year’s functions started early 
in January with an 80th Birthday 
celebration. All feedback from the guest 
of honour and guests arriving was very 
positive. The January Sunset drinks was 
exceptionally well supported with around 
70 people attending.  We hope February’s 
Sunset Drinks is as well supported. 
 A reminder that Sunset Drinks is 
held on the last Friday of every month 
from 5pm. All are welcome.Saturday 
March 1st saw the social committee 
providing a BBQ lunch for Variety 
Queensland’s “Jet Ride for Children”. 
The event started at Port Macquarie on 
February 24th and finished at Mooloolaba 
March 1st, stopping at VMR Bribie for 
lunch.
On March 15th we will be holding a “High 
Tea” here at VMR Bribie commencing at 
2pm with a Fashion Parade and prizes. 
This is our fundraiser for the year and 

we hope it will be well supported by 
members, friends and the general public. 
A FUN afternoon is in store. On Sunday 
May 18th we will be providing lunch for 
about 40 people for the “Standard and 
Triumph Car Club”.
I hope to see you all at our functions!

Particular thanks to one of our relatively new 
members, Matthew Reid, who has donated a 
number of substantial items including the door 
prizes for the night, that Val and John Powell are 
happily displaying.
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All Washed Up!

The Red Saturday  VMR crew while 
on an exercise at the area called the 
Washing Machine near Gilligan’s 
Island found a twin tub washing 
machine  floating upside down in the 
water. The crew retrieve the washing 
machine as it was a hazard to boaties. 
The washing machine was not in 
bad condition the timer was still 
working.  

Left to right: Des Sliwka, Brett Suter , Jermone 
Michaelef, Philip Glass, Scott Greacen NS Denis 
Ezzy. Picture by Peter McNamara

An early morning callout for the 
Coxswain John Burdett and his 
emergency crew Wednesday morning, 
15th January with a big incoming tide, 
and a broken mooring had this sail 

The Radio Room had been trialling 
new operating hours, of 0500 to 1900, 
compared to our usual 0600 to 1800 

Stranded Vessel
vessel in big trouble, stranded across 
the navigational channel of the Bribie 
Bridge.
Energex Bribie one managed to 
successfully pull the distressed vessel 
away from the bridge with no damage 
to bridge, vessels or crew. She was 
successfully tied up at the public jetty 
at Bongaree for owner to claim her. 
This further highlights the need for 
resolution of the issue of permission 
to board unmanned vessels to be 
delegated to either Water Police or 
VMR Squadrons.

Radio Room Update

timings. The trial went well and the 
new hours have been adopted.
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Peter Snell first became involved with 
VMR Bribie (Air Sea Rescue) in the 
late1980’s as a volunteer crew member 
and being assigned to Red Saturday 
Crew of which I was skipper and later 
Vessel Commander.
 In those days, crews consisted 
mainly of experienced offshore 
fisherman and boaties who volunteered 
their time to assist and educate the 
general boating public. Training 
and assessment of crew was the 
responsibility of individual skippers 
ably supported by senior crew such 
as Peter. Nowadays, there is a much 
more complicated training regime in 
place State wide for all levels of crew. 
Basic seamanship skills such as Peter 
possessed, has not changed however.
Those of you who recall Peter’s early 
days on crew may remember him as 

Vale Peter Snell  - VMR Red Saturday Crew Member
Peter Raymont

a strong willed and feisty person to 
which I can testify! However, to his 
great credit, he readily accepted me 
as a younger skipper and we quickly 
formed a great working relationship 
to share our knowledge with younger 
crew.
 Peter progressed up to 2 IC 
of Red Sat as coxswain. Along with 
another retired crew member Chris 
Derrick, they formed the backbone 
of Red Sat crew for many years. 
Following my standing down from 
active duty due to work and family 
commitments, Peter  took over as 
Vessel Commander for Red Sat. in 
1999.  
 In those early days of the 
1980’s and 90’s, the term ‘search’ 
in ‘search and rescue’, was much 
more difficult than today. We did not 
have the luxury of the sophisticated  
electronics of GPS, Radar and 
mobile phones. In most requests for 
assistance, information was sketchy, 
based on radio requests, estimated 
positions and overdue vessel reports. 
Peter and I would first sit down and 
try and work out where we thought 
the vessel was, rather than just accept 
the reported information. Distances 
over water were and still are greatly 
underestimated.
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Some of Peter’s involvement and 
achievements as crew were:-
Numerous assists in sometimes 
dangerous situations for which we 
never over committed both boat or crew, 
including vessels on fire, a memorable 
rescue of a yacht ¾ way up Bribie 
in 30knt winds following a mayday, 
helicopter crew winching to & from 
our rescue vessels, bar crossing training 
with CG Caloundra, participating in and 
assisting with training crew & public 
in navigation, radio and boat licence 
courses, helping me to demonstrate new 
‘GPS’ technology to our executive and 
standing in for me during absences. 
   Health problems in the form of 
an aneurism forced Peter off crew duties 
for a considerable period in the 90’s. 
He overcame this issue and returned 
to active duty for a further period until 
other health problems resulted in Peter 
standing down from active crew duty in 
early 2000’s. Sadly, Peter lost some of 
his drive and energy and was forced to 
slow down. However, rather than just 
fade away from VMR involvement, 

both Peter and Betty became very 
involved in other important areas of 
our operations including duty & radio 
officers, training and social activities 
and historical records. 
 Peter was presented with 
several awards for his dedicated 
service including :-
Outstanding service to Bribie Island 
Air Sea Rescue in 1996, Meritorious 
service 15 years in 2005, Keenest 
member in 2009, Honorary Life 
member in 2010 and more recently 
he received the Commodores Special 
commendation for tireless work and 
dedication to VMR Bribie Island (last 
year).
 His life membership awarded 
in 2010 was well and truly deserved 
for his long service not just for his 
active crew duties but also for the 
other Unit activities previously 
mentioned.
 Just about every day that I have 
been on rostered duty in recent years, 
Peter along with another past crew 
member Col Batchelor managed to 



AUTUMN 2014  Page 9 

turn up to do a ‘job’ or just to say hello. 
Members like Peter and Col were the 
stalwarts of our organization. 
 Past and current members of 
our organization can continue to spread 
the word on Peter’s much valued 
time with us, whilst in the future, his 

name will always be preserved on our 
life member honour board. To Betty 
and family, VMR Bribie extend our 
deepest sympathy and I sincerely hope 
that Betty can in time, find a way to 
continue with Peter’s and her valued 
contribution to VMR Bribie.

Whilst exercising just off Turner’s 
Camp, Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie 
Island’s vessel Energex Bribie II was 
approached by a red jet ski requesting 
assistance with what appeared to be a 
young woman with neck injuries.
 VMR Bribie called an 
ambulance and attending were three 
paramedics, Cam Kowttz and his 
trainee Anthony and another trainee 
Laura from QUT. The young woman 
was stabilized at the base before being 
transported to RBWH.

Jetski Accident

2002 Cruise Craft Explorer 500 Cuddy Cabin 
(16.4f / 5m ), 90 HP Yamaha 2 Stroke out 
board engine, both in perfect condition, new 
Lowrance Elite 7 HDI GPS fish finder combo, 
120 litre underfloor aluminium fuel tank, VHF 
radio , Electric / Manual winch, EPIRB and all 
essential safety gear for offshore trips, Rego 
Expiry : 26/2/15 & 15/8/14 Price: $24,900.
Contact: Michael Mokhtarani 0400 240 526

For Sale
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A Boost for VMR’s Fire Response

Response times to marine fires in 
the Bribie Island region will be 
dramatically reduced thanks to a new 
partnership struck between Volunteer 
Marine Rescue and Queensland Fire 
and Emergency Services.
Under the agreement Queensland Fire 
and Emergency Services will store 
vital firefighting equipment, including 
a water pump and fire hoses, at the 
Bribie Island’s VMR headquarters, 
which can be attached to volunteer 
vessels for fighting marine fires.
Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency 
Services Jack Dempsey said response 
times would be significantly reduced 
as a result of the agreement.
“This is yet another example of the 
Newman Government revitalising 
frontline services by delivering simple, 
cost-effective solutions to protect the 

lives of Queenslanders,” Mr Dempsey 
said.
“Traditionally firefighters have 
responded to marine fires by 
unloading equipment from a truck 
onto a Volunteer Marine Rescue 
vessel with response times taking up 
to 75 minutes. This agreement will 
reduce response times to around 15 to 
20 minutes.
“By keeping the firefighting resources 
at the Volunteer Marine Rescue 
facility at Bribie Island, firefighters 
can attach the equipment to one of 
the volunteer marine vessels and be 
fighting a fire a lot sooner.
“It also means that equipment will 
no longer be taken off a fire vehicle 
which means it remains available to 
respond to other incidents.”
Mr Dempsey said the small cost of the 
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VMR Bribie Renovations

Ian and Larry “on the job” during the renovations.

Renovations are well on their way for the new 
crew room area and toilet block.

initiative will bring enormous benefits 
to the Bribie Island community.
“The pump only costs around $1,200, 
but the reduced response times mean 
that lives and property can be protected 
a lot faster,” he said.
Member for Pumicestone Lisa France 
said Bribie Island Queensland Fire 
and Emergency Services staff and 
Volunteer Marine Rescue volunteers 
had been working on the agreement 
after seeing the benefits of a similar 
arrangement at Sandgate.

“Our local emergency services staff 
and volunteers recognised the need for 
firefighting equipment to be stored at 
the Volunteer Marine Rescue facility 
and I was very pleased to be able to 
lobby the Minister to have the pump 
and hoses provided,” Ms France said.
“We hope that this equipment is 
rarely needed but I am certain that the 
boating community and other users of 
the waterways around Bribie Island 
will be pleased that should an incident 
occur we will be able to respond 
sooner.”
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The search for the missing jet skier 
off Redcliffe involved Energex Bribie 
1 & 2 on both the Sunday night and 
Monday morning. In all 16 crew were 
involved and the Channel 7 coverage 
on Monday took some excellent 
footage of our boats. The following 
was received from the water police as 
a result 
“Sir, 
I was one of the search command 
coordinators for an incident that 
commenced on the 16/2/14 and 
continued into the 17/2/14. The 
incident commenced when a 
commercial vessel operator reported 
to the Redcliffe Coast Guard that he 
located a jet ski without a rider or 
safety lanyard. A search and rescue 
incident was commenced in relation 
to this matter. 
The incident was commenced 
approximately 16 1640hrs February 
2014 and concluded 17 1100hrs 
February 2014. 
The weather on this evening was very 
poor in the search location with winds 
of between 23-35 knots from the north. 
The wave height was recorded at an 
average of between 1 and 2 metres; 
however the highest recorded wave 
height reached up to 3.9 metres. 
During the evening the Emergency 

Jet Skier Search Management Queensland Helicopter 
R500 was deployed on two tasks, one 
prior to last light and one night search. 
Vessels from Water Police Brisbane, 
Redcliffe and Brisbane Coast Guards 
and Brisbane and Bribie VMR’s. This 
search continued through the evening 
and stretched resources in this area. 
Further crews were changed due to 
fatigue as most of these crews had 
been on duty all day. 
On the following morning again the 
EMQ helicopter was utilised as well 
as surf lifesaving Westpac helicopter 
from the Gold Coast and vessels from 
Water Police Brisbane, Redcliffe and 
Brisbane Coast Guards and Victoria 
point, Raby Bay, Brisbane and Bribie 
Island VMRs were all used in the 
search. 
During the search additional staff were 
supplied from both Coast Guard and 
VMR to assist with logs and radios at 
Water Police Brisbane. 
Unfortunately the search ended with 
the location of a deceased male later 
confirmed as the operator of the Jet 
Ski on the morning of the 17th of 
February 2014. 
On behalf myself and the regional 
appointed SMC Senior Sergeant 
Warren FRANCIS, I would like to 
thank all persons involved in this 
search. Your staff showed a tenacious 
and flexible attitude to whatever duties 
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they undertook whether operating 
vessels, crewing or keeping logs and 
manning radios. All of these roles are 
essential to assist in location of the 
male in this search. 
Thank you again for your efforts and 
please forward our thanks to all staff 
involved. 
Although there will no official debrief 
in relation to this matter, please forward 
any comment to me for review. 

It further goes without saying! If any of 
your staff are having any issues in the 
environment or have any concerns in 
relation to mental health, please let us 
know if we can provide any assistance 
or support to these staff.
 
Job reference number: QI1400225245 refers. 
Daniel MOYLE 
Acting Sergeant 20640” 
It’s nice to be recognised for what we do.

Commodore Bob Skinner presents 
Duty Officer John Tunks with his 
VMRAQ Certificate for his 15 years 
service with  Volunteer Marine Rescue. 
Picture by Peter McNamara

Inset: Commodore Bob Skinner watches closely as 
Matthew Reid lifts our new “Storage Shed” into 
place. Picture by Peter McNamara

VMR Bribie News

It has been a busy time over the 
Xmas period for all at VMR Bribie. 
Although we only had 284 boats log 
on for the month of January, down by 
approximately 9 % on last year mainly 
due to poor weather conditions. Our 
new “storage shed” arrived and was 
positioned at the rear of the compound. 
Donated by  MCR Logistics  which 
will be used to house old records and 
equipment. 

15 Years of VMR Service
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Four Commercial Coxswains for VMR

Commodore Bob Skinner congratulates each of these members and said it “was 
a fitting tribute to the hard work of these valuable leaders in our organisation”.

Four members from Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie Island have recently attained 
their Commercial Coxswain status, they are Annette Mengel, Liz Radajewski, 
Nathan Gundry and John Burge. They can be seen below both displaying and 
being awarded their “4 stripes”.

Commodore Bob Skinner buttons on Nathan 
Gundry’s Commercial Coxswain epaulettes.

Nathan Gundry buttons on Liz Radajewski’s 
Commercial Coxswain epaulettes.

VMR Bribie’s 3 new Commercial Coxswains, left 
to right: Liz Radajewski, Nathan Gundry and 
Annette Mengel proudly display their “4 stripes”. 

Left to Right: Arthur Broom one of our foundation 
memners, Peter Raymont and John Burge another 
of our proud Commercial Coxswains.
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How to retrieve a person from the water

5. The person  is now in position to be 
hauled aboard.

1.Guide the person alongside , with boathook or 
similar.

2. Position the person at the doorway facing 
outwards.

3. Get ready to insert the stretcher.

4. Slide the stretcher vertically between the boat 
and person.

The lift is best done with three people, 
one on each side of the person and one 
pulling the stretcher.
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Welcome to New Members!

Jamie Barr
Darren Stevenson
Keith Collins
Jay Bean
Darrin Kratzmann
James Christensen
Paul Schaeller
Jeff Kassulke
Daryl Stone
Adam Firth
John Bodycombe
John Nardi
Joshua Williams
Susan Doolan
Andrea Morley
Heath Politch

Cruise Winner Drawn

Left: Trevor Botham pushes the button to select the winning ticket for the cruise raffle. Picture by Peter 
McNamara  Right: Acting Commodore Bob Skinner  ringing the winner of the cruise raffle as John Traill  
holds mic to phone. 

Come to our Sunset Drinks on the last Friday of each month and meet your new colleagues!

Tommy He Wee
Carlos Alonso
Edward Wright
Justin Dwyer
John Ashton
Rodney Bradshaw
Chris Jones
Gary Broad
Phil Swain
Andrew Hack
Michael Durston
Philip Dunne
Rob Donaldson
Robert Bone
Philip Couper
Zak Mar 

Vic Johnson
Christopher Brady
Desmond Maguire
John Thomson
Adrian Vanderwilt
Alan Shotton
Greig Cessford
Douglas Ruckman
Lee Mercer
Graeme Little
Paul McLean
David Draper
Pieter Soeters
Barry Asher
John Allen
Troy Proctor

Richard Phillips
Tom Maximilian
Darren Lyttle
David Champkin
John Greeff
Matthew Smith
Marcelo Perez
Alan Maher
Sean Keren
Graham Bishop
Andre Zakis
Gavin Ogden
Gavin Ogden
John Pinkney
Tracey Cocks
Simon  Baldwin
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Spinal Injury & Management
Ian Grimes, First Aid Instructor and reference notes, Australian Resuscitation Council

Diving into shallow water
A fall
Sports injury
MVA
A blow to the head
Industrial

Tingling sensation to limbs
Numbness
Pain
Weakness or inability to move
Abnormal head / neck position
Altered conscious state
Loss of bladder / bowl control
Priapism

Mechanism of Injury Signs & Symptoms

What to Do:
• Call Ambulance 000
• Maintain casualty head in line with spine using manual support
• Apply a cervical collar if trained to do so
• Do not move casualty unless it is necessary (eg. fire is evident)
• Complete rest and treat other injuries
• IF CASUALTY is unconscious place in recovery position supporting 
  cervical spine.
• Allow CFS to drain freely
• You are better to over treat a casualty rather than under treat.
Hint: All head injured and unconscious patients potentially have spinal 
injuries as well.

Seconds Before Death

WARNING!
GRAPHIC BOATING INCIDENT.
THIS IS A PICTURE OF A MAN
WITH JUST SECONDS TO LIVE

(FRIGHTENING!)



admin@islandbodyworks.com.au
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Providing personal & professional service for  

all your legal & business needs 

 

Proudly local since 1996 

 

 

 

Shop 11, 9 Toorbul Street, Bongaree 

Phone: 3408 0999 
www.filesstibbe.com.au 
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• BISTRO & BARCODE CAFE  • LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
• BRIBIE’S BIGGEST SELECTION OF POKER MACHINES

• KENO & TAB  • WEDDING & EVENT FACILITIES
• GECKO’S KIDS CLUB • DIGGERS BOTTLESHOP

• COURTESY BUS 7 DAYS
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VMR Bribie Jet Ski Visit
Photographs by Peter McNamara

You cannot keep a good Crew Controller down Ray 
Fox takes the opportunity to have a ride on a jet 
ski.

Lis Chapman , VMR Commodore Bob Skinner and 
Kristy Chapman Variety Qld Jet Ski Bash visit to 
Bribie.

 Members  of Variety Qld  Jet Ski Bash enjoying 
lunch at VMR Bribie on their stop over to 
Mooloolaba.

Damien the Clown from Variety Qld Jet Ski Bash 
with VMR Social Committee Member  Betty Snell 
at their luncheon stop over at the VMR Base.

Line up of Jet Skies on the beach at near VMR 
Bribie Island.
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Presentation Time at VMR
Pictures by Peter McNamara

Green Saturday’s Skipper Ray Torrielli presented 
crew member Gary Voss with his one stripe 
epaulettes on board Energex Bribie Two.

Green Saturday’s Skipper Ray Torrelli  putting  newly 
acquired one stripe epaulettes on crew member 
Gary Voss on board Energex Bribie Two.

Radio Operator Darrel Cunnington was presented 
with his 10yr certificate of appreciation from 
V.M.R.A.Q by Duty Officer Mary Brown, also 
present was Vice Commodore Bob Skinner.

V.M.R. Bribie’s Vice Commodore Bob Skinner 
presented Green Saturday Crewmember John 
Lemon with his 10yr certificate of appreciation  
from  V.M.R.A.Q. on board Energex Bribie Two.

V.M.R. Bribie’s Crew Controller Ray Fox presenting 
Green Saturday Crew Member  Gary Adams with 
his latest modules certificates on board Energex  
Bribie Two.
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Happy 70th Vic Abbey
Pictures by Peter McNamara

State Member Lisa France and 
councillor Gary Parsons helped V.M.R 
Fundraiser Vic Abbey celebrate his 
70th Birthday . His wife Toni put on a 
surprise birthday party for him.

Acting Commodore  Bob Skinner pre-
sented VMR Fundraiser  Vic Abbey  
with a present for 70th birthday from 
his VMR Colleagues.

Members from the VMR attending VMR fundraiser Vic Abbey’s surprise 70th  
Birthday Party  frpm left Sheryl and John, Janine and Arvo, Gwen, Heather 
and Peter. 
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VMR Bribie Hosts TWSS Students
Betty Snell

Six students graduating from 
Toowoomba West Special School and 
their 4 Staff/Carers on end of year 
camp were treated to a tour of VMR 
Bribie Island’s facilities and vessels 
including the Radio Room on Thursday 
14th November.
Staying at “The House of Happiness” 
at Woorim for 3 days, the students 
and the staff also enjoyed a short trip 
in Energex Bribie One, and a sausage 
sizzle luncheon provided by the Social 
Committee Members Cheryl Robinson 
and Sheryl Traill. 

Deputy Principal of the School, 
Glenn Gatehouse, who was also the 
bus driver for the trip, thanked the 
Vice Commodore Bob Skinner and 
his Volunteers for the wonderful tour 
and lunch, he also said his uncle Daryl 
Gatehouse was a former Commodore 
of VMR Bribie Island, which we 
confirmed with him on the “Honour” 
Board in the function room. 

Above: Back Row L to R VMR crewman Allan 
Tranter, Mary (teachers aid) VMR Vice Commodore 
Bob Skinner and Glenn Gatehouse (Deputy 
Principal). Bob Skinner said “It’s all part of giving 
back to the community”.

In 1971 the ‘House of Happiness’ 
was established at Woorim for 
handicapped and under-privileged 
children of Queensland, maintained 
by ‘Brisbane Tram and Bus Special 
Children’s Association Inc’ (initially 
‘Ipswich Road Tramways Crippled 
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Childrens Fund’) and proudly 
sponsored by Brisbane Transport Bus 
Drivers. 
The House of Happiness caters for 
up to 88 children / adults. The fully 
landscaped grounds are wheelchair 
friendly and the beach may be accessed 
by beach wheel chairs. This facility 
is totally furnished and contains a 
large dining room together with a 

fully equipped commercial kitchen 
including cutlery and crockery. 
Laundry and ironing facilities are 
also available. Included is a full-
sized swimming pool together with 
a covered Barbeque area as well as a 
playground, soccer field, volleyball, 
cricket and netball play area. This 
facility is available to special needs 
and community groups.

Yamaha, Honda, Mariner, 
Johnson, Mercury, Tohatsu, 

Suzuki, Evinrude

The VMR Craft Ladies
All VMR ladies are most welcome to join. If you are interested, our craft 
group meets every Tuesday from 9am - 12pm. Bring any craft and enjoy a 

great morning in the company of others. 
Contact Kaye Edwards: 3408 1216 or Betty Snell: 5497 5168.
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Christmas Lights Parade A Real Treat
Pictures by Peter McNamara

Santa with the crew of Energex Bribie Three getting 
ready to do the lolly run around Pacific Harbour 
Canals as a preview to the Pacific Harbour 
Christmas Lights Parade. Lucky Sophie Burt, 3 is 
sitting on Santa’s Knee...

The lights at Pacific Harbour.

Energex Bribie One and Energex Bribie Three acted 
as safety vessels for the parade as it moves through 
Pacific Harbour.

Annette Mengel at the helm of Palm Beach 55, 
which members of the VMR crewed as one of the 
vessels in the Pacific Harbour Parade.

Acting Commodore Bob Skinner getting ready to 
moor Palm Beach 55.
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Located at: 
Unit 1/8 Armitage Street 

Bongaree    4507 
Phone 3408 3233 



AUTUMN 2014  Page 30 

Commodore: Bob Skinner 0429 122 757
Vice Commodore: Annette Mengel 
Secretary: Mary Brown 
Treasurer: Adrian Westerman 5497 5513
Management Committee: Ross Jones, Graham 
Gibb: 0409 668 755, Arvo Jaavuo: 0428 341 082, 
Peter McNamara: 0413 083 184, 
John Traill: 0407 537 323
Membership Secretary: Anita Hudson 3408 0491
Crew Controller: Ray Fox 0477 021 722
Training Co-Ordinator: 
Hans Lubbers 0427 179 888
Unit Resource Controller: Ross Jones 0417 610 809
Radio Officer: Peter McNamara 0413 083 184
Assistant Radio Officer: Dennis O’Neil 3410 8330 

Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie Island Inc.
Office Bearers and Committee 2012 - 2013

TICKET SELLERS NEEDED: Please ring Arvo Jaavue on 3410 7198  if you can assist FOR 
ONE Friday per month. STANDBY HELPERS are also needed.

Hotel Raffles Roster - Volunteers Needed!
21/03/2014 Les Harber Derek Wright Vacant  Vacant
28/03/2014 Allan Tranter Jose Sacramento Gary Voss Karen Doyle
4/04/2014 Doug Tutt N/A Arvo Jaavuo Barry Neill  N/A
11/04/2014 Paul Jones David Smith John Greeff Vacant
18/04/2014 Les Harber Derek Wright Vacant  Vacant
25/04/2014 Allan Tranter Jose Sacramento Gary Voss Karen Doyle
2/05/2014 Goug Tutt Arvo Jaavuo Barry Neill N/A
9/05/2014 Paul Jones David Smith John Greef Vacant
16/05/2014 Les Harber Derek Wright Vacant  Vacant
23/05/2014 Allan Tranter Jose Sacramento Gary Voss  Karen Doyle
30/05/2014 Les Harber Derek Wright Vacant  Vacant

Public Relations Officer: John Traill 0407 537 323 
Bay Watch Editor: Herb Coleman 0417 788 708 
Editors Assistants: Peter McNamara 0413 083 184,
Betty Snell 0428 975 168
Health & Safety Advisor: Vacant  
Booking Officer: Mary Brown 0401 699 679 
Functions Co-Ordinator: Ros Ezzy 0418 721 587
Boat Maintenance: Bob Skinner 0429 122 757, 
Ray Fox 0438 011 934
Fund Raising: Arvo Jaavuo 0428 341 082,
Maurie Doyle 0419 498 551
Social Committee: Cheryl Robinson 0422 837 983 
Building Projects: Bob Skinner 0429 122 757
VMR Zone Delegates: Bob Skinner 0429 122 757,
Adrian Westerman 5497 5513

RSL Raffles Roster - Volunteers Needed!
07/03/2014 Ray Adams Ingrid Fox  Jeff Wall  Leigh Neindorf
21/03/2014 Ingrid Fox Bruce Staib Jeff Wall  Leigh Neindorf
04/04/2014 Ray Adams Ingrid Fox Bruce Staib Jeff Wall 
18/04/2014 Ray Adams Ingrid Fox Bruce Staib Leigh Neindorf
02/05/2014 Ray Adams Mike Phillips Jeff Wall  Leigh Neindorf
16/05/2014 Ray Adams Mike Phillips Jeff Wall  Leigh Neindorf
30/05/2014 Ray Adams Ingrid Fox Bruce Staib Leigh Neindorf






