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Front Cover: Hans Lubbers shows Colleen Carey and Glenna Lawrence how it is done at Marine 
Rescue Bribie as part of the safe boating seminar. 

Photo from Peter McNamara

Support those who
Support VMR Bribie
Archie’s Boat Licence Training Centre

Island Body Works Pty. Ltd

Bribie Green

Victory Press Printing Company

R&W Real Estate

Bribie Island Bowls Club

Bribie Pontoons

Bribie Auto Repairs

Dossel’s Engineering Hire Service

Files & Stibbe Lawyers

Eyecare Plus

Bellara Pharmacy

Bribie Island Boat Charters

Bribie Island RSL

Gerry Chee Bribie Marine

Bank of Qld Bribie Island

Bribie	Island	Stationery	&	Office	Supplies

Spinnaker Sound Marine Workshop

Pacific	Blue	Mobile	Marine	Servicing

Caltex Bribie Island

Cornetts IGA

Pacific	Harbour	Marina

Members who do not want to receive a hard copy of Bay Watch should notify the Secretary on 
34087400 or 54295214 for their name to be taken off the distribution list.
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Saturday 7th September  Federal Elections

Friday 13th September  VMR Golf Day

Saturday 14th September Cancer Charity Morning Tea

Saturday 21st September Radio Operators Course

Wednesday 25th September Radio Operators Course

Friday 27th 17:00 - 20:00 September Sunset Drinks

Saturday 5th October VMR AGM

Friday 25th October 17:00 - 20:00 Sunset Drinks

Friday 29th November 17:00 - 20:00 Sunset Drinks

What’s on at VMR Bribie September - November 2013

The VMR Craft Ladies
All VMR ladies are most welcome to join. If you are interested, our craft group meets 

every Tuesday from 9am - 12pm. Bring any craft and enjoy a great morning in the 
company of others. Contact Kaye Edwards: 3408 1216 or Betty Snell: 5497 5168.

Notes from the Editor
How	many	mistakes	did	you	find?	There	were	a	few!
Herb Coleman

For more details on upcoming seminars and events please visit the VMR website:

www.vmrbribie.com
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COMMODORES REPORT - WAYNE  SCLATER 
We recently held our AGM, where an election was held for office 
bearers for the 2012/13 period. The position of Commodore, Vice 
Commodore and treasurer were unopposed. Herb Coleman, who 
has been our Secretary since 2008 decided to stand down and 
follow a different direction. I would like to thank Herb for the 
work he has done over the years. 
 
Our new Secretary is Peter Morton. With Peter comes Maurie 
Doyle and Denis Ezzy to the Committee. Cheryl Fullgrabe did 
not stand for Committee but will remain active around the Base. 
Alan Blackman has also decided to step down as the Bay Watch 

editor. Thank you Alan for turning the Bay Watch into the magazine it is today, I think 
everyone will agree it is a pleasure to read. 
Over the past couple of months we have been busy with different projects around the place. 
We were lucky enough to get an invite to the Murrumba Downs school celebrations where 
we sold cruise raffle tickets and explained what we did. Energex Bribie 3 was also in 
attendance. 
 
We also attended an open night at BCF at Morayfield where we had a large number of 
members turn up and sell cruise tickets. I would like to thank the members that attended for 
donating their time to both of these events. We recently hosted the final of the Bass fishing 
competition; this is where the competitors used our pontoon to start their days fishing and 
also for the weigh in. We hosted a BBQ for the event but the bad weather kept people away. 
If you have been past the Base lately you will see that the garden is missing (thank you Bob) 
The garden is been revamped with topsoil, plants and mulch we are obtaining from the 
Moreton Council. 
Some of our senior radio operators have decided to call it a day. John Goldsworthy, Mike 
Burgess, Kerry Spillane and Eric Stavley.  I would like to thank these operators for their 
service over the years and all the best for the future. 

 
UNIT RESOURCE CONTROLLER - CLINT FULLGRABE 

Not a lot has happened since the last edition, although we broke the hundred in activations. 
Crews have been working well in their efforts to provide an excellent service to the public 
which reflects highly on the Squadron.  
 
With Christmas around the corner and the holidays, combined with our storm season, I 
expect we will be fairly busy as always for this time of year. This will be Alan’s last edition 
as Editor of Bay Watch as he is taking a well-deserved break. I would like to thank him (and 
his assistants) for the high standard he has set in developing our magazine and wish him well 
for the future. From Cheryl and myself, have a very happy Christmas and safe New Year. 

The	1st	of	September	2013	marks	a	significant	change	in	the	way	we	
operate as a Rescue Squadron with the implementation of the 24/7 
call	out	 roster.	 I	believe	 it	will	make	us	stronger	and	more	flexible	
by sharing the load of callouts amongst all and not just a few.  Crew 
members will have more opportunities to expand their knowledge on 
seamanship and rescue operations. Training is vital to us and we are 
working hard within the limitations put upon us to improve this area 

of our operations. I would like to thank all of you who have embraced the new 24/7 for your 
support.
 
Sadly I have to report that introduction of this new 24/7 plan has not come without some cost to 
the squadron and we are losing a number of our current operational crewmembers who cannot 
make themselves available for the plan. This decision is something that has weighed heavy upon 
myself and the other members of the management committee as we are all volunteers together. 
But	we	firmly	believe	that	this	will,	 in	long	term,	make	us	a	stronger	and	better	squadron	in	
servicing the requirements of all our members.
 
I want to personally thank all of those who are unable to be part of the 24/7 plan for their 
services and I will ensure that your previous hard work will not be forgotten. I think by now 
that we have all come to realise that being a volunteer at Marine Rescue Bribie is not just about 
working on the rescue vessels or in the radio room, but includes
•	Being	part	of	the	community	that	we	live	in
•	Making	ourselves	available	to	show	the	flag	at	community	functions
•	Remembering	these	are	the	people	who	help	support	us	financially
•	Putting	back	into	the	Community	(our	recent	free	boating	seminars	are	a	good	example)
•	Fundraising	will	all	ways	be	difficult,	but	it	is	something	that	is	just	part	and	parcel	of	being	
a volunteer

There are always new challenges to address and I believe the two main items challenging us as 
a squadron in New Year is training and upgrading or replacing Energex Bribie One. That’s why 
fund raising and community involvement is so important to us. Someone asked me recently 
“What’s	our	primary	role?’
My answer was “To save Lives”. That will never change. However, the way we have to operate 
and run the squadron will change as we move forward. 
 
If anyone has any last minute queries on the 24/7 call out roster, please contact me as soon as 
possible. Thanks again for time and effort you all put into VMR Bribie.
Yours Sincerely, 
Wayne Sclater, Commodore VMR Bribie Island

Commodores Report
Wayne Sclater
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Twenty-nine	 locals	 attended	 the	 first	 of	 5	 free	 “Bribie	 to	 Bay	 Safe	 Boating	
Seminars 2013” at the Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie Island. These seminars 
were held for 5 Saturdays, running from 9am to 3pm, with morning and afternoon 
teas, and a lunch break, with hamburgers and beverages. The opening welcome 
was given by the Commodore, Wayne Sclater, and followed by a safety session 
by the Unit Training Coordinator, Hans Lubbers, who arranged this series 
of seminars. A tour of the boats and facilities at the base followed, with the 
afternoon session delivered by Peter Raymont, which included local knowledge 
and history.

Safe Boating Seminar a Hit with Locals
Jonathon Goss

Wayne Sclater welcomes the participants for the 
Safe Boating Seminars in the recently refurbished 
function room. Picture by John Traill.

Members of the public being shown how to 
use safety flares by Hans Lubbers while Vice 
Commodore Bob Skinner holds one up at Marine 
Rescue Bribie  as part of the safe boating seminars. 
Picture by Peter McNamara

Joy Bristol and Mark Wiggins show members of the public how to use safety flares. 
Picture by Peter McNamara 
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Above: Hans Lubbers shows participants Colleen 
Carey and Glenna Lawrence show how it is done! 
Picture by Peter McNamara

Left: Vice Commodore Bob Skinner, with some of 
his group, awaiting on the walkway to be shown 
over our pontoon and rescue vessels. 
Picture by John Traill 

Members of the public are given a tour over Energex Bribie Two as Hans Lubbers describes the various 
functions on the rescue vessel at Marine Rescue Bribie as part of the safe boating seminars. 
Picture by Peter McNamara

Radio Operator Robyn Smith demonstrates to the 
visitors how the radios and the electronic Log On 
system works.  Picture by Peter McNamara 
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When to Fish
One of the prime times to look for 
flathead	is	on	a	falling	tide.	The	 ideal	
scenario	 is	 to	find	a	big	sand	flat	 like	
opposite the base  or over at the areas 
around Spinnaker Sound which has 
plenty of seagrass scattered around on 
the bottom with gutters leading off the 
flat	into	a	deeper	channel.

The reason falling tides are the best 
times	to	try	for	flathead	is	the	fish	are	
chased from the shallows by the falling 
water and into the deeper gutters at low 
tide.

These	fish	will	 lie	 in	wait	 for	prey	 to	
spill out of the shallows, sometimes 
remaining in quite shallow water. It’s 
a	 good	 idea	 to	 scope	 the	 flats	 from	 a	
boat at high tide, keeping an eye out 
for holes, gutters and channels that 
drain	 the	 flats	 as	 the	 tide	 falls.	 Good	
locations can be committed to memory 
and revisited when the tide begins to 
fall. 

Where to Go 
The mouths of these drains and gutters 
will often spit out a muddy delta of 
sand, sticks, mud and silt. These are 
prime	areas	to	look	for	flathead.

Useful Hints on Catching 
Flathead

As	 a	 rule,	 a	 fast	 flowing	 gutter	will	
have a larger delta at its mouth, 
provided the main channel it is 
flowing	 into	 is	not	a	 roaring	 torrent,	
sweeping the suspended sand and 
mud away.

Flathead are the southern lure caster’s 
staple	fish.	Anglers	up	and	down	the	
eastern	 seaboard	 that	 enjoy	 fishing	
with lures can latch onto this species 
using all manner of wooden, plastic 
and feather creations.

Flathead tend to bury themselves up 
to their eyes on the sandy bottom, 
and remain there for relatively long 
periods. As such, its often necessary 
to	put	your	lures	very	close	to	the	fish	
to induce a strike, especially in dirty 
water.	In	faster	flowing,	murky	water,	
lead head jigs and soft plastics often 
produce the best results. The main 
idea is to bounce your jig across the 
bottom, stopping and starting and 
jerking it up and down erratically.

What to Do
Most small diving lures will catch 
estuary	flathead.	A	top	flathead	lure	is	
Kokoda’s ‘wobbling jig-head’. They 
ski	across	the	bottom	with	the	flat	bib	
on the jig head imparting a wiggling 
action to its soft plastic tail.
Attracting as much attention as 
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possible is the name of the game, so 
lures that are dragged, thumped and 
bumped over the sandy bottom usually 
catch	 more	 fish.	 Unfortunately,	 they	
also catch the bottom, so ‘snag free’ 
lures are generally favoured.

What Bait?
While lures are probably most popular 
with	 dedicated	 flathead	 anglers,	 it’s	
difficult	to	beat	a	well	presented,	fresh	
bait.

Live herring and poddy mullet are 
deadly	 on	 larger	 fish,	 and	 should	 be	
rigged on a hook that is tied direct to 
the main line with the lightest possible 
running sinker.

To avoid using a trace, which can 
hamper the bait’s movement, use a long 
shank hook such as Mustad’s 4540 or 
3191. These hooks have a half-inch or 
longer shank, which reduces the need 
for a heavy mono or wire trace. Livies 
are best lightly hooked through the 
back	 between	 the	 dorsal	 fin	 and	 the	
tail.

A variety of dead baits can be tried 
if you can’t get your hands on some 
livies.	 Strips	 of	 fish,	 trailing	 squid	
tentacles and blue or white pilchards 
make great baits, especially when drift 
fishing.	The	squid	is	especially	durable	

and will stay on the hook despite the 
best efforts of the pickers.
A Paternoster rig with two hooks is 
just as good as any for drifting for 
flathead.	A	heavy,	angular	sinker	such	
as a star sinker is ideal, as it will kick 
up sand as it bumps across the bottom, 
attracting	the	attention	of	the	fish.	The	
baited hooks will do the rest.

Take Care 
Be aware of the spines behind their gill 
plates, which carry a mild poison, will 
open	your	fingers	up	like	a	jam	tin	and	
the rows of rough teeth in their mouths 
are	just	as	bad.	A	pair	of	fish	claspers	
or a thick towel should be used when 
handling these guys if you are keeping 
them for the table...

How is this for Power?

Police Boat G.J. 
Olive visits VMR 

Bribie
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There are many factors which 
contribute to the manoeuvrability of a 
heavy vessel, however some common 
disadvantages shared by modern heavy 
cruisers are:
•	 Being	 excessively	 high	wooded,	 ie.	
easily affected by wind
•	Having	a	shallow	underwater	profile.	
This gives the vessel little directional 
predictability.
•	 Inadequately	 sized	 rudder	 blade(s)	
facing small diameter coarse pitched 
high	 reving	 propeller(s);	 neither	 of	
which have a good “bite” of the water.

Vessels with the above-mentioned 
features can become quite a handful 
to control in restricted berths and the 
use of spring lines can be useful for 
an incident free berthing / unberthing.  
One doesn’t need to be an expert in 
maths to understand the principles of 
a spring line. Wherever a loaded spring 
line	is	fixed	to	a	vessel,	this	point	acts	
as a fulcrum or pivot point. Therefore 
propeller thrust applied, which is not 
acting along this loaded fulcrum line 
must produce a turning moment about 
this	pivot	point	(deck	cleat).

Usually spring lines are rigged from 
a deck cleat and passed round a quay 

Using Spring Lines to Manoeuvre Heavier Vessels
Part 1

bollard and back to the vessels deck 
cleat;	 especially	 if	 the	 spring	 has	 to	
be recovered onboard.

They are used to swing either the 
vessel’s bow or stern away from 
a berth or to pull the whole vessel 
towards the berth.

Swinging a stern away from a berth 
is the safest way to leave the berth 
especially if the vessel is being driven 
on to the berth by wind or tide.  A bow 
spring creates considerable turning 
moment as the propeller effort is 
almost the boat’s length from the 
fulcrum	(bow	cleat).		The	bow	needs	
to be fended as the vessel pivots. Helm 
can be applied to drive the stern out 
but must be corrected once the vessel 
is reversed away from the dock and 
the spring line recovered onboard. 
The stern will instantly claw its way 
up wind / up tide as the bow safely 
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clears	the	berth.	Refer	to	figure	1.

Exiting a berth on a stern spring to 
bring the bow out is not often done.  
The turning moment generated by the 

reverse propeller thrust is considerably 
less and it is only half the vessel’s stern 
beam from the fulcrum point. The 
vessel has to achieve a sharp angle 
to the wharf before moving forward 
with helm hard over to avoid the stern 
quarter giving the wharf a glancing 
blow. Not recommended with wind 
or tide driving onto the vessel’s beam. 
Refer	to	figure	2.

A bow spring -- set from a deck 
cleat positioned anywhere between 
the vessel’s beam and bow to a pier 
bitt provides the helmsman with 
ultimate control to swing the stern in 
particularly if the berthing space is 

restricted.	 It	 should	 be	 the	 first	 line	
passed to the pier and requires at least 
three wraps on the bitt to hold the 
vessel under minimum forward power. 
Helm	should	be	applied	(either	rudder	
or	prop)	to	drive	the	stern	quarter	 in.	
This is the usual practice for berthing 
particularly with an off berth wind / 
tide.	Refer	to	figure	3

Breast lines fore and aft can also be 
effectively used to drive the vessel’s 
stern or bow towards a pier.  With 
the bow driven in to its approximate 
berth position, breast line fastened to a 
bow quarter cleat and fender suitably 
placed, the helmsman can drive the 
stern in comfortably in either rudder 
or propeller steered craft. Adjusting 
the length of the breast line on the pier 
cleat may be necessary depending on 
the	configuration	of	the	vessel’s	bow.	
Refer	to	figure	4.

Driving a vessel’s stern into a berth can 
be a challenge for single screw rudder 
steered vessels with a full dead wood.  
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It is a far easier task with cat hulls 
with twin engines spaced well apart as 
the vessel’s stern can be manoeuvred 
in under engine power with the helm 
dead ahead. Once the stern breast 
line is set the bow can be driven in 
comfortably using the outside engine. 
A single screw / rudder steered 
monohull may need the helm applied 
towards the berth and will pull the 
bow in far less enthusiastically. Refer 
to	figure	5.
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They were funny looking buildings, that were 
once a way of life,

If you couldn’t sprint the distance, then you 
really were in strife. 

They were nailed, they were wired, but were 
mostly falling down,

There was one in every yard, in every house, 
in every town. 

They were given many names, some were 
even funny,

But to most of us, we knew them as the 
outhouse or the dunny. 

I’ve seen some of them all gussied up, with 
painted doors and all, 

But it really made no difference, they were 
just a port of call. 

Now my old man would take a bet, he’d lay 
an even pound, 

That you wouldn’t make the dunny with them 
turkeys hangin’ round. 

They had so many uses, these buildings out 
the back,” 

You could even hide from mother, so you 
wouldn’t get the strap. 

That’s why we had good cricketers, never 
mind the bumps, 

We used the pathway for the wicket and the 
dunny door for stumps. 

Now my old man would sit for hours, the 
smell would rot your socks, 

He read the daily back to front in that good old 
thunderbox. 

And if by chance that nature called sometime 
through the night, 

You	always	sent	the	dog	in	first,	for	there	was	
no	flamin’	light.	

And the dunny seemed to be the place where 
crawlies liked to hide, 

But never ever showed themselves until you 
sat inside.

There was no such thing as Sorbent, no tissues 
there at all, 

Just squares of well read newspaper, a hangin’ 
on the wall. 

If you had some friendly neighbours, as 
neighbours sometimes are, 

You could sit and chat to them, if you left the 
door ajar..

When suddenly you got the urge, and down 
the	track	you	fled,	

Then of course the magpies were there to peck 
you on your head. 

Then the time there was a wet, the rain it never 
stopped, 

If you had an urgent call, you ran between the 
drops. 

The dunny man came once a week, to these 
buildings out the back, 

And he would leave an extra can, if you left 
for	him	a	zac.	

For those of you who’ve no idea what I mean 
by	a	zac,	

Then you’re too young to have ever had, a 
dunny out the back.

The Outhouse
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Social Committee Report
Cheryl Robinson

Our	Mother’s	day	raffle	was	again	a	
huge success. 

Many thanks to the people who 
donated	the	prizes.	Your	generosity	is	
greatly appreciated.

The Trash and Treasure Trove we 
participated in at the Bribie Island 
Uniting Church also went well and 
we hope to be invited again next 
year. Thank you to all who donated 
items for the stall and to the Social 
Committee Ladies who manned the 
stall.

The three State of Origin nights were 
favourably supported again this year. 
Thank you to all the loyal supporters 
of both teams. See you all again next 
year.	#9	for	QUEENSLAND!!

A ‘Xmas in July’ theme ‘Thank 
You Function’ for Busy Fingers was 
held on July 19th. All who attended 
commended the Social Committee 
Ladies for their catering expertise. A 
good night was had by all. Thank you 
Ladies.

Every Saturday from July 5 – Aug 
3 the Social Committee has been 

busy supplying morning tea, lunch 
and afternoon tea for members of 
the community who participated in 
the ‘Advantage 13’ training sessions 
organised by VMR Bribie.

Many thanks to our great chefs 
Arvo Jaavuo, Graham Patrick, John 
Traill, Steve Robinson and Adrian 
Westerman for giving up their 
Saturdays to cook the BBQ lunch.

A luncheon was also provided for the 
VMRAQ Zone Meeting in August.

Dates to Remember:
Sunset Drinks
Last Friday of every month

VMR Golf Day 
September 13th 2013

Melbourne Cup Function
November 5th 2013
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A Welcome to New Members

Charles Cope
Graeme Diete
Ross Fraser
Warwick Grainger
Ann Houghton
Duane Kendall
John Nordahl
Darryn Ruhle
Gary Taylor
Eric Thomason
John Wicks
Bruce Atherton
Ken Barkla
David  Boucher

Brad Cave
John Dimmack
Phillip Hagen
Tommy Hecheng
Lazaro	Hernandez
Greg Myles
Rodger Smith
Mel Bann
Troy	Dangerfield
Mellisa Dean
Steve Edmunds
Bill Ferguson
Kane Gamble
Troy Gibbs

Joanne and Mitchell Bishop
Sandra and Mark Burke
Liz	and	Ashley	Garrard
Robin and Tony Jamieson
Denise and David  John
Rosalie Campos and Mark Le Pla
Shelley and Chris Marsh
Wendy and Gregory Roberts
Leonie and Ferdinand Timmerman
Jodi and Wayne Tripcony
Christine and Troy Ward
Stephen	and	Suzanne	Ashton
Maria and Kevin  Campbell
Colleen and Mel Carey
Karin and Johann Jaksch
Mallaree and Paul Lawson

A warm welcome to you all. 
I hope to see you at Sunset Drinks, 

last Friday of every Month.

Single Members
Robert Holler
Frank Kersten
Roy Knight
Vic Lindsay
Ian Martin
Andrew McAlister
John Padley
Derek Phasey
Simon Rollston
Roger Smith
Robert Taylor
Renee Veenboer

Family Members
Lina and Bruce McDonough
Mavis and Ray Pyne
Tash and Lindsay Savige
Eleanor and Gary Voss
Natasha Stewart and Luke White
Danielle and Daniel Earle
Trevor Ford
Barbara Smith and Jeffrey Freeman
Judith and Wes Hickey
Denise Inggs
Shirley and Joe Morrison
Bronwyn and Greg Paxton
Christine and Johannes Potgieter
Maureen and Anthony Swinscoe
Paul Turner
Samantha and David Vella
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June Parker was 
born Audrey June 
Matilda Nora in 
Brixton in South 
London in 1926. 
June was a smart 
young  lady,winning 
a scholarship 
to Streatham  
Grammar School.   

However the war intervened and she 
was evacuated to Horsham in Sussex 
where she attended Horsham Grammar 
School.  June was billeted out with a 
family in Horsham. June, unfortunately 
did not get along very well with the 
head of the household where she was 
staying and at the age of 14 she walked 
back	to	London	taking	2	days!
At the age of 15 years June started 
working as a secretary in an insurance 
firm.	 June	 was	 first	 married	 in	 1948,	
at the age of 22 years. June and her 
husband immigrated to Australia in 
1953. However in 1969 the couple 
decided to divorce.
June	 became	 an	Australian	 citizen	 in	
1973. June met and married Ted Parker 
in 1974 after Ted was widowed.
Ted	and	June	first	lived	in	Brisbane	but	
moved to Melbourne in the late 1970’s 
and lived there for a few years before 
returning to Brisbane. It was while they 

FLASHBACK: June Parker
Betty Snell

June Parker
June 1926 - May 2013

were living in Melbourne that the 
Parker family got to know June. June 
and Ted would sometimes baby sit 
the very young Parker grandchildren. 
June kept in touch with her family in 
the Uk, particularly, her niece Caroline 
Saddington and her children.
June along with husband Ted 
eventually moved to Bribie Island in 
the	late	1980’s,	at	first	Ted	commuted	
to Brisbane to work.  On retirement, 
Ted and June bought a yacht and 
frequently sailed in Moreton Bay. 
June of course was the crew and Ted 
was the Captain. As they grew too 
old to sail, they graduated to a motor 
launch. After selling the yacht, Ted 
and June bought a cruiser named 
Rusalka. It meant NYMPH and was 
the name of an opera. 
Ted	and	June	were	both	significantly	
involved with the Volunteer Marine 
Rescue organisation, at various 
times Ted being Commodore and 
June Secretary . Ted and June were 
Member 247.  They both joined Air 
Sea Rescue Boating and Fishing Club 
in January, 1985.  Ted and June were 
joined at the hip so to speak..
Roles included being Radio Operator, 
Duty	 Officer,	 on	 the	 Rules	 Review	
Committee	an	Invigilator	(supervisor	
of	 the	 exams.)	 	 She	 was	 highly	
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Yamaha, Honda, Mariner, 
Johnson, Mercury, Tohatsu, 

Suzuki, Evinrude

regarded as a VMR Zone Delegate 
representative.  At the same time June, 
for many years was the Membership 
Secretary.  June had her computer set 
up at home with the Membership data 
and	 took	 a	 floppy	 disc	 into	 the	 base	
with the changes whenever they came 
to hand.
June never forgot Birthdays for all 
active Members, June would be on 
the phone wishing members a very 
Happy Birthday and talk about up and 
coming events for the squadron. June 
was given Honorary Membership 
when few were handed out..  June was 
always interested in the running of 
the squadron, she had a dry sense of 
humour and never a bad word to say 
about anyone. 

June was not just a volunteer, but a 
very keen boatie along with Ted. This 
couple stayed overnight at Mission 
Point, sometimes week-ends and trips 
across the Bay to Moreton as part of 
the Bay Cruises run by the Club at the 
time. 
June found it tough after losing Ted in 
2009 and her own health was slowly 
deteriorating, however June kept 
looking forward using her computer, 
doing crosswords and listening to 
music..  After retiring from duties, 
June joined  the Craft Group which 
she enjoyed immensely until the last 
two months. 
This lovely independent lady always 
wore a smile, worked tirelessly for our 
VMR Squadron.



admin@islandbodyworks.com.au
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AVAILABLE!
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FLASHBACK: Robert Nicol
Betty Snell

Robert Nicol December 1925 – July 2013
Robert Nicol was born in the Pee Wee 
Hotel, High Bonny bridge Scotland 
on 28 December 1925. The youngest 
and 4th child of Sarah and William 
Nicol. His older brother Danny and 
two sisters Margaret and Agnes have 
all gone before him.
At the age of 17, in 1943, Robert 
wanted to join the army as it was the 
middle of World War II but, as his 
brother, Danny was in the Black Watch 
attached to The 8th Army relieving the 
Siege of Tobruk, Bob was considered 
too young for the army. Not to be put 
off, and because of his training in the 
Marconi School of Radio, in Glasgow, 
he joined the Merchant Navy as a 
Radio	Officer	in	1943	and	rose	to	Chief	
Radio	 Officer.	 	 From	 then	 until	 the	
end of the war, he served on ships that 
dodged U Boats and Stuka bombers in 
the Mediterranean and the Atlantic.
He never spoke much about his 
war experiences, but Don his son 
remembers he told this story. whilst he 
was speaking to a German prisoner of 
war on his ship, that he gave him his 
toothbrush and the German soldier told 
his General about this act of kindness 
from	 this	 navy	 officer.	 	The	German	
General later wrote about this after the 
war.

In 1948, Robert married Jean, “My 
Bonnie Lass” or “Wee Jeanie” as he 
called his wife. Their son Don was 
born in 1950 on their way to Australia. 
Bob had “itchy feet” after his navy 
ventures and, with circumstances in 
Scotland, after the war and the future 
not looking too bright, Bob considered 
migrating to Canada or Australia.  
Australia won out, as Jean had an 
Aunty, Jean Livett living in Brisbane. 
Bob & Jean arrived in 1952.  Later a 
daughter Karen was born in 1958. 
Bob & Jean celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary in 1998 and Bob 
was shattered when Jean passed away 
in 2002. He recently acknowledged he 
didn’t think he would last as long as 
he had managed after losing his wife 
Jean. 
Money was short in the early 1950’s, 
Bob worked any job he could for a little 
while until landing a job in Kingaroy 
with Radio 4SB as a technician due 
to his radio background. The family 
was moved to Kingaroy. The test of 
a 1949 Ford Prefect, was to climb 
up the Toowoomba tollbar or the 
Blackbutt range without boiling.  The 
magnificent	Humber	Hawk	he	owned	
later, didn’t boil.
However, his love for the airwaves 
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became a reality when his application 
to the Department of Civil Aviation 
was accepted and he started a 31 
year career with DCA in Air Radio 
and Flight Service.   This resulted in 
more moving. Places like Brisbane, 
Townsville, Longreach, back to 
Brisbane, Darwin, back to Brisbane, 
Charleville, back to Brisbane until 
his retirement.  As a recollection of 
Western Queensland Aviation, Bob 
spent some time compiling his Journal, 
“Airwaves Over the Warrego 1922 - 
1992” in 1988.
A passage from Bob’s Journal:  A Stinson 
aircraft	 (VH-UHH)	 while	 on	 a	 flight	
from	 Archerfield	 to	 Sydney,	 crashed	
on Lamington Plateau on 19 February 
1937.  The aircraft carried no radio and 
the inadequate weather information and 
inability to communicate contributed 
to the disaster.  The Civil Aviation 
Authority Board then decided to make 
radio communications equipment 
mandatory in all aircraft operating 
regular passenger services.  Later, Bob 
was	 an	 advisor	 to	 SAR,	 (Search	 and	
Rescue	 Services)	 and	 sought	 many	
crashed aircraft in Queensland.  Bob 
took son Don to one fatal Cessna crash 
site	 near	 Charleville;	 one	 which	 has	
stayed etched in Don’s mind.  The 
widow of the pilot, later presented Bob 
with the propeller of the aircraft.  He 
donated it to the Charleville Flying 
Social Club.

Bob was stationed at Longreach 
airport, 1960 – 1963. Bob taught Don 
to drive on the runway on Longreach 
airport aged 12.  Don would drive the 
old battered Land Rover out to the 
end	of	the	runway	and	fire	the	shotgun	
to scare all the cockatoos and galahs 
off the runway before the Viscounts, 
DC3’s and Fokker Friendships came 
in to land.
Even after Bob’s retirement, the 
airwaves where still in Bob’s system 
and he became a volunteer with the 
Bribie Air Sea Rescue and was there 
for the name change to Volunteer 
Marine Rescue. The monitoring of 
the ship to shore radio and distress 
messages between Bob and his mate, 
Don Kahler was relayed to each other 
by	using	Morse	Code	(now	a	forgotten	
language)	 to	 confuse	 all	 who	 were	
listening on the radio.  Others tuned 
into the frequency would know it was 
Bob and Don having a shot at them 
all.  Bob was an expert in Morse Code 
and his son still remembers his Morse 
code sender, it was a kitchen knife, 
the	flick	sender	to	the	transmitter.	
Bob went on to help the Marine 
rescue, in many forms Home Monitor, 
a	 radio	 operator	 and	 Radio	 Officer	
and all the training and rosters that 
went with these positions at the time 
and fundraiser in Minor and Major 
art Unions.  His technical knowledge 
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once more became a great help to the 
squadron with radios and aerials, his 
knowledge was vast.  On election Day 
Bob & Jean put on their aprons and 
cooked	the	sausage	sizzle.
Bob	 	 Enjoyed	 fishing	 and	 named	
his little run-about Corky. He took 

Ingredients
•	600g	baby	chat	potatoes,	halved
•	4	garlic	cloves,	unpeeled	&	bruised
•	salt	&	pepper
•	olive	oil
•	650g	(about	4)	flathead	fillets,	
  cut into thick strips
•	flour
•1	tablespoon	chopped	chives
Step 1
Preheat oven to 210°C. Steam the 
halved potatoes for 10 minutes or until 
just tender. Remove from heat and 
allow to cool for 5 minutes.

his daughter out on the water in the 
Pumiestone Passage to catch their 
whiting . Bob was a neighbour and 
friend with a great sense of humour 
and entertained the neighbours with 
his jokes in his Scottish accent.

Step 2
Transfer potato to a baking tray lined 
with non-stick baking paper. Using a 
fork, press down lightly in the centre 
of	each	potato	 to	flatten	and	crumble	
slightly. Add the garlic, sprinkle 
generously with salt, pepper and 
drizzle	with	a	little	olive	oil.	Bake	for	
25 minutes or until crispy and golden.
Step 3
Toss	 the	fish	 in	a	 little	flour,	salt	and	
pepper, shaking off any excess. Heat a 
non-stick frying pan with a little olive 
oil	and	cook	the	fish	in	batches	for	4	
minutes or until golden and cooked 
through.
Step 4
Sprinkle the chives over the potato. 
Serve	immediately	with	the	fish.	Serve	
with steamed vegetables and lemon 
wedges, if desired.
Serve with a chilled white wine of 
your choice 

Flathead Recipe



SPRING 2013  Page 26 

VMR Stalwart Hangs Up Microphone

Octogenarian Graeme Bennett has 
performed his last radio shift with the 
Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie Island. 
Graeme has served as Public Relations 
Officer	and	Vice	Commodore	and	also	
as a Radio Operator. Graeme and his 
wife Barbara were Special Guests” at 
the recent Sunset Drinks. Commodore 
Wayne Sclater made a presentation to 
recognise his valuable contribution and 
service.
Graeme was born in Stawell, Victoria, 
his	 first	 job	was	 in	 a	woollen	mill	 in	
Launceston. After doing National 
Service he received his Bachelor of 
Science Degree at the University 
of Leeds in England. He worked in 
various overseas textile mills before 
returning home in 1956. Graeme 
returned to Stawell and worked in the 
family business in the Woollen Mill 
until 1998, when as Managing Director 
sold the Mill. After retiring Graeme 
and Barbara discovered Bribie Island 
and decided this is where they wanted 
to spend their “twilight years”. After 

Commodore Wayne 
Sclater makes a 
presentation to 

Graeme Bennett. 
Photo by John Traill

Graeme and Barbara Bennett “Special Guests” 
at the recent Sunset Drinks. Photo by John Traill

Graeme Bennett on his last radio shift at VMR 
Bribie Island. Photo by John Traill

joining VMR Bribie Island Graeme 
was extremely disappointed when 
told he was too old to become a Crew 
Member, but he still volunteered as 
a Radio Operator, he also went on 
to	 become	 Public	 Relations	 Officer	
for 4 years, then another 2 years as 
Vice Commodore. Although Graeme 
has retired from Active Service with 
the VMR he continues a member as 
he owns a half cabin vessel which 
“doesn’t get out on the water as much 
these days”.



SPRING 2013  Page 27 

First Aid 5 Minute Reminder

Hint: on your next crew day break 
the seal and look at the First Aid box 
contents on our boats and then  reseal.

Soft Tissue Injury and Fracture
Signs & Symptoms: Pain , Tenderness
Loss of Movement, Swelling, 
Deformity, Discolouration, Crepitus.

First Aid
Control bleeding /cover wound
Support or Immobilise use splints, 
slings etc.
Medical assistance 000
If in doubt, treat as a fracture, monitor 
vital signs, check and treat other 
injuries,  check circulation.

Soft Tissue Management
R.I.C.E.	(sprains	and	strains)
Rest: casualty and injured part.
Ice: reduces pain, apply  ice 10-20 min 
(ice	must	be	covered	eg.	use	towel).
Compression:	 apply	 firm	 support	
bandage.
Elevation: raise injured part

Ian Grimes, First Aid Instructor

A trucker came into a Truck Stop Cafe’ 
and placed his order. He said I want 
three	flat	tires,	a	pair	of	headlights	and	
a pair of running boards.’ The brand 
new blonde waitress,
not wanting to appear stupid, went to 
the kitchen and said to the cook, 

‘This guy out there just ordered three 
flat	tires,	a	pair	of	headlights	and	a	pair	
of running boards...
What does he think this place is an 
auto	parts	store?’	

‘No,’	 the	 cook	 said.	 ‘Three	 flat	
tires	 mean	 three	 pancakes;	 a	 pair	 of	
headlights	is	two	eggs	sunny	side	up;	
and a pair of running boards... Are 2 
slices	of	crisp	bacon!	

‘Oh...	 OK!’	 said	 the	 blonde..	 She	
thought about it for a moment and 
then spooned up a bowl of beans and 
gave it to the customer. 

The trucker asked, ‘What are the beans 
for,	Blondie?’

‘She replied, ‘I thought while you were 
waiting	 for	 the	 flat	 tires,	 headlights	
and running boards, you might as well 
gas	up!
FOR ONCE THE BLONDE GETS 
EVEN!!!!!	

Truckers Breakfast
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ABOUT THE VMR 
 
VMR Bribie Island Inc is a 
volunteer organisation 
dedicated to: 

• promoting, fostering and 
supporting boating safety 
amongst members, and the 
boating public generally, by 
arranging training and 
education programs; and  

• providing a rescue service, 
a rescue base and such 
equipment deemed 
necessary for the operation 
of the rescue service and 
the Association generally. 

The bulk of operating 
funds, are raised by 
members with the 
generous support of the 
local community. 
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Located at: 
Unit 1/8 Armitage Street 

Bongaree    4507 
Phone 3408 3233 
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Located at: 
Unit 1/8 Armitage Street 

Bongaree    4507 
Phone 3408 3233 
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Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie Island put on a 
Christmas in July function for the Staff of Busy 
Fingers in appreciation for their support  Guest 

listening to Commodore Wayne Sclater. 
Picture by Peter McNamara 

Above: Marie,  Busy Fingers  longest serving 
volunteer at the function Marie pulling out the 
lucky door prize ticket . Bucket being held by 

Vice Commodore Bob Skinner. Picture by Peter 
McNamara 

Above: Santa with a strange hat on (better 
known as Commodore Wayne Sclater)with Vice 

Commodore Bob Skinner  thanking the busy 
fingers staff for their support.  

Janine Jaavuo gave up her Birthday to help 
with the other ladies at Busy Finger Function. 

Pictures by Peter McNamara
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Santa with Vice Commodore Bob Skinner giving 
out free raffle tickets. Picture by Peter McNamara

Tekaiya 4yrs got a bit of surprise when Santa 
appeared especially when he was wearing a Blues 

S.O.O Beanie. Picture by Peter McNamara

Some of the Busy Fingers support staff  Diane , Peta Sharmaine and Sonya with Santa. 
Picture by Peter McNamara
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The Bay Watch Classifieds
Positions Vacant
Volunteers to join and assist VMR Bribie 
Island to provide a valuable service to 
the boating community.  We need more 
volunteers so please if you can spare time: 
Telephone 3408 7596 Today

Contributors to Bay Watch 
Stories, articles, photographs and jokes 
welcome. 
Email: baywatch@vmrbribie.com

Make a Difference
Ticket sellers for the RSL, every second 
Friday 5pm - 8pm. Very rewarding, lots of 
fun. Phone John Grubb 3410 7449 or Mob 
0417 635 093. 

Ticket Sellers 
Required for Sylvan Beach Hotel. 1 hour 
one Friday night a month, a real hoot and 
lots of banter. 
Phone Arvo Jaavue on 3410 7198. 

Tenors Needed
Do	 you	 sing	 on	 your	 boat?	 If	 so	 Tenors	
who can harmonise with other male voices 
are needed to join the Gleemen. Tel 3408 
7858 if interested.

Archiving of Early Beginnings
Betty Snell is looking for past dedicated 
members and their connection to VMR 
for archiving of early beginnings of the 
organisation. 
Contact Betty on 5497 5168 

Advertise in Baywatch
Advertise your business in Bay Watch 
in colour or black and white at very 
competitive rates. Contact Steve 
Robinson on 3408 1677 or the sub-
editors Peter McNamara on 5497 6087 
or Betty Snell 5497 5168 
or email baywatch@vmrbribie.com

Public Notices
Base Room Bookings
Utilise our wonderful facilities and world 
class views at the VMR Base for your 
next function or meeting. Bookings can 
be	 made	 through	 the	 Booking	 Officer	
Mary Brown 5496 8000. 

Baywatch Deadlines
Please send correspondence and articles 
to the editor: 
baywatch@vmrbribie.com
The deadline for the Summer Edition of 
Baywatch is Friday 15th November.

Marine Items For Sale
Advertisements in this part are free for members. If you 
would like to place a marine related sale notice, clearly 
write out details of item and email to: baywatch@
vmrbribie.com  Notices will appear for one edition only 
unless alternative arrangements are made. 
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Blues Supporter  The Commodore Wayne Sclater 
and Queenslander Supporter Talish Khan gives 

the victory sign. Picture by Peter McNamara

Queenslander Supporter Steve Robinson  with 
Blues supporter Sue Sclater. Picture by Peter 

McNamara 

The Two Cheryl’s  (Cheryl Robinson and Sheryl 
Traill )celebrating the Queensland State of 

Origin Win at the base function. Picture by Peter 
McNamara

Crowd watching the S.O.O.at the VMR. Picture by 
Peter McNamara



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING NOTICE  
SATURDAY 5th October at 3:00pm  

The AGM for the Bribie Island VMR will be held on Saturday October 5th at Bribie Island VMR Base, at 
Marine Parade Bellara. The proceedings will commence at 3.00pm with the AGM.  
 
Nominations -  Are called for ALL Management Committee positions. 
 Commodore, Vice Commodore, Secretary, Treasurer, Committee member (5 positions). 
 
Nominations	are	to	be	from	financial	members	in	writing	and	seconded	by	a	financial	member.	Voting	is	one	(1)	
vote per single membership and	two(2)	votes	per	family	membershipand	one	(1)	only	proxy	from	another	
member. 
Section 19.6 of our Constitution states that:- 
A member may vote in person or by proxy and on a show of hands or in a secret ballot.   Every person present 

who	is	a	member	shall	have	one	vote	and	may	exercise	one	proxy	vote; 
 

VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE BRIBIE ISLAND INC. 
PROXY FORM. 

  
I…………………………………………....of………………..…… 
  
…………………………………………………………………….. 
Being a member of the above named Association, hereby  
appoint …………..……..………………of …..………..……..…... 
  
or ……………………………..……..of…...……………………... 
  
……………………………. as my proxy to vote for me on my behalf at the Annual 
General Meeting of the association, to be held on the 6th of October 2013 and at 
any adjournment thereof. 
  
Signed this ………...…...Day of ………………………..2013. 
  
Signature……………………...…………………………………. 

 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE BRIBIE ISLAND INC. 
NOMINATION FORM. 

  
NOMINEE:……………………………………………….……. 
  
POSITION:……………………………………………………. 
  
Signed by :  
  PROPOSER:…………………………………….. 
  
  SECONDER:…………………………………….. 
  
  NOMINEE:……………………………………..… 
  
All signatories to this nomination must be financial members of Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie 
Island inc. Return to the Secretary by the closing date,21st September 2013 
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TICKET SELLERS 
NEEDED

Please ring Arvo Jaavue 
on 3410 7198 

if you can assist FOR 
ONE Friday per month. 

STANDBY HELPERS are 
also needed.

Hotel Raffles Roster - Volunteers Needed!

Notice
Whilst every care is taken 

by the Editor of Bay Watch, 
no responsibility is accepted 
for material submitted, the 
accuracy of the information 
in the text, illustrations, or 
advertisements contained 
herein. The opinions ex-

pressed are not necessarily 
those of the editor or the Ex-
ecutive  committee of VMR 

Bribie Island - Editor

Weekend Crew Roster for 2013

September 2013
6/09/2013 Doug Tutt  Arvo Jaavuo Barry Neill  Greg Saunders 
13/09/2013 Paul jones Geoff Condon David Smith Vacant
20/09/2013 Les Harber peter Poteri Luke White Vacant
27/09/2013 Allan Tranter Jose Sacramento Gary Voss Karen Doyle
    
October 2013
4/10/2013 Doug Tutt N/A Arvo Jaavuo Barry Neill  Greg Saunders 
11/10/2013 Paul Jones Geoff Condon David Smith Vacant
18/10/2013 Les Harber peter Porteri Luke White Vacant
25/10/2013 Allan Tranter Jose Sacramento Gary Voss Karen Doyle
    
November 2013
1/11/2013 Goug Tutt  Arvo Jaavuo Barry Neill Greg Saunders
8/11/2013 Paul Jones Geoff Condon David Smith vacant
15/11/2013 Les Harber Peter Porteri Luke White Vacant
22/11/2-13 Allan Tranter Jose Sacramento Gary Voss NA Karen Doyle
29/11/2013 Les Harber Peter Porteri Luke White Vacant
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Commodore Wayne Sclater 3408 4087
Vice Commodore Bob Skinner 3408 2889
Secretary Peter Morton 
Treasurer Adrian Westerman  5497 5513
Membership Secretary Anita Hudson 3408 0491
Management Committee Maurie Doyle 34100882
	 Denis	Ezzy	 34082963
 Peter McNamara 5497 6087
 Clint Fullgrabe 0417 610 809  
Crew Controller Vacant -
Unit Resource Controller Clint Fullgrabe 0417 610 809  
Public Relations Officer John Traill 0407 537 323 
Radio Officer Peter McNamara 5497 6087  
Assistant Radio Officer Dennis O’Neil 3410 8330
Bay Watch Editor Herb Coleman 54295214
Editors Assistants Peter McNamara 5497 6087
 Betty Snell 5497 5168

Health & Safety Advisor Graeme Symons 3351 5857
Training Co-ordinator Hans Lubbers 0427 179 888 

Booking Officer Mary Brown 0401 699 679

Sub-Committees 
Boat Maintenance Ray Fox 3408 2657
 Bob Skinner 3408 2889 
Sponsorship Coordinators	 Denis	Ezzy	 3408	2963
 Maurie Doyle 3410 0882
 
Social Committee: Chair Cheryl Robinson  3408 1677
Social Committee: Deputy Chair Janine Jaavuo  3410 7198
Building & Projects Bob Skinner 3408 2889

Volunteer Marine Rescue 
Association Moreton Bay
Zone Delegate Bob Skinner 3408 2889

Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie Island Inc.
Office Bearers and Committee 2012 - 2013
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Subject: FW: Really Practical Useful Things 

BET YOU FIND AT LEAST ONE OF THESE TO BE USEFUL... 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Useful Tips

 

 






