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Front Cover: One of the VMR Crews at last year’s Christmas Lights Boat Parade. Details of this 
year’s parade are on page 28. Photo from Peter McNamara
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Important Announcement - Radio Room Trial

Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie’s Radio Operator Larry Hooper is looking forward to the early starts 
when  Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie Radio Room does a trial of extended hours in December 2013  and 
January 2014. The Radio Room will be manned from 0500 to 1900. Daily. Picture by Peter McNamara 

Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie Island 
is extending its Radio Room Hours on a trial basis from: 

Sunday 1st of December 2013 to Friday 31st of January 2014
The new hours of manned operation will be from

0500am to 1900pm seven days a week.

The Commodore Wayne Sclater said “That it is all part of our ongoing 
commitment to boating safety for our members and visitors to the island over 
the busy school holiday, Christmas and New Year period. Our three rescue 
vessels Energex Bribie One, Energex Bribie Two and Energex Bribie Three 
are also  ready to handle any boating emergency”.VMR Radio Officer Peter 
McNamara said “This earlier opening of the Radio Room is to help encourage 
all  members to Log On with us on VHF Channel 73 or 27Mhz 90 for the safety 
of their passengers and themselves. It will be the best call you make all day.We 
have noticed that boat owners tend to go out a little earlier and come back a bit 
later over this period of time. If the trial is successful we may look at extending 
the hours in other parts of the year, school holiday periods and Easter.”

Our 24 hour, 7 day week emergency phone number 07 3408 7596 still applies.  
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Temporary relocation of Sunshine Coast Office 
- Maritime Safety Queensland

Very shortly, a maintenance / refurbishment project will commence at the 
Department of Transport and Main Roads building known as the Old Pilot Station 
at 1 Parkyn Parade, Mooloolaba. This means that Maritime Safety Queensland’s 
Sunshine Coast Office will be temporarily relocating to other office space at the 
department’s building at 131 Sugar Road, Maroochydore. The last full day for 
maritime related business at the Old Pilot Station will be Thursday, 12 December 
2013. We then hope to be open for business at the Sugar Road office from 8:30 
am on Tuesday, 17 December 2013.Our business hours and telephone numbers 
at the Sugar Road office will remain the same.

Also, just a reminder that our office will be closed for the Christmas / New Year 
break from 4:30 pm on Tuesday, 24 December 2013, until 8:30 am on Thursday, 
2 January 2014. During this period, any serious maritime incidents should be 
reported to Vessel Traffic Services on 3305 1700 who are available 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. We ask that you please consider these arrangements for your 
maritime related business.

Important Announcement
Captain Richard C. Johnson 
Regional Harbour Master (Brisbane) | Marine Operations (Brisbane)
Maritime Safety Queensland | Department of Transport and Main Roads
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COMMODORES REPORT - WAYNE  SCLATER 
We recently held our AGM, where an election was held for office 
bearers for the 2012/13 period. The position of Commodore, Vice 
Commodore and treasurer were unopposed. Herb Coleman, who 
has been our Secretary since 2008 decided to stand down and 
follow a different direction. I would like to thank Herb for the 
work he has done over the years. 
 
Our new Secretary is Peter Morton. With Peter comes Maurie 
Doyle and Denis Ezzy to the Committee. Cheryl Fullgrabe did 
not stand for Committee but will remain active around the Base. 
Alan Blackman has also decided to step down as the Bay Watch 

editor. Thank you Alan for turning the Bay Watch into the magazine it is today, I think 
everyone will agree it is a pleasure to read. 
Over the past couple of months we have been busy with different projects around the place. 
We were lucky enough to get an invite to the Murrumba Downs school celebrations where 
we sold cruise raffle tickets and explained what we did. Energex Bribie 3 was also in 
attendance. 
 
We also attended an open night at BCF at Morayfield where we had a large number of 
members turn up and sell cruise tickets. I would like to thank the members that attended for 
donating their time to both of these events. We recently hosted the final of the Bass fishing 
competition; this is where the competitors used our pontoon to start their days fishing and 
also for the weigh in. We hosted a BBQ for the event but the bad weather kept people away. 
If you have been past the Base lately you will see that the garden is missing (thank you Bob) 
The garden is been revamped with topsoil, plants and mulch we are obtaining from the 
Moreton Council. 
Some of our senior radio operators have decided to call it a day. John Goldsworthy, Mike 
Burgess, Kerry Spillane and Eric Stavley.  I would like to thank these operators for their 
service over the years and all the best for the future. 

 
UNIT RESOURCE CONTROLLER - CLINT FULLGRABE 

Not a lot has happened since the last edition, although we broke the hundred in activations. 
Crews have been working well in their efforts to provide an excellent service to the public 
which reflects highly on the Squadron.  
 
With Christmas around the corner and the holidays, combined with our storm season, I 
expect we will be fairly busy as always for this time of year. This will be Alan’s last edition 
as Editor of Bay Watch as he is taking a well-deserved break. I would like to thank him (and 
his assistants) for the high standard he has set in developing our magazine and wish him well 
for the future. From Cheryl and myself, have a very happy Christmas and safe New Year. 

Sunday 1st December  Boat / Jet Ski Licence
Thursday 5th December General Meeting
Saturday 14th December VMR Christmas Party
Monday 16th December Management Committee Meeting
Thursday 28th December Boat / Jet Ski Licence
Sunday 12th January Boat / Jet Ski Licence
Monday 20th January Management Committee Meeting
Friday 31st January Sunset Drinks
Sunday 2nd February Boat / Jet Ski Licence
Monday 17th February Management Committee Meeting
Friday 28th February Sunset Drinks

What’s on at VMR Bribie December 2013 - February 2014

Hello everyone,
Well Christmas is almost upon us again, so I hope everyone has made 
a Christmas wish and it comes true for you.

We are just about to start our renovations downstairs, which will 
see the crew room extended and updated, and those terrible toilets 
downstairs renovated. Work is due to start soon. Those of you who 

have been to the base lately will notice that there is now an awning and a carport on the side of 
the building near the chair lift. We are doing this to make a formal entrance to the function hall 
so if there is a function on they can enter and exit on the side door without interrupting the ops 
room. Bribie One has now been fitted out with new Simrad navigational gear, so the nav gear on 
Bribie One is the same as the nav gear on Bribie 2. I would like to congratulate Annette Mengel 
and Brett Sutter on gaining their Restricted Coxswains tickets. We also have a number of our 
open coxswains sitting for their commercial coxswain tickets. Congratulations to Clint Fullgrabe 
who is now a commercial coxswain, I am waiting to hear results for the other candidates. 

Once again I would like to thank everyone for the work you do and donating your time to 
Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie Island. Everyone please take care over the Christmas, New 
Year period and enjoy your boating.

Cheers
Wayne Sclater

Commodores Report
Wayne Sclater

For more details on upcoming seminars and events please visit the VMR website:

www.vmrbribie.com
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It is with sadness we advise of the 
passing of Jim Morris, Jimmy to 
everyone. Jimmy Morris a long time 
member of Bribie Volunteer Marine 
Rescue. Joining in April 1999, he 
was a member until his passing, after 
fourteen years. 

A caring gentleman,  Jimmy gave many 
hours of his time to the crew and others.  
Jimmy was on the Green Saturday 
Crew, a radio operator, fundraiser and 
he generally helped out wherever was 
necessary. His dedication as a First 
Aid instructor for his crew and other 
members of VMR was beyond the 

Vale Jimmy Morris

call of duty.  After retirement, Jimmy 
worked with the members of his crew 
and other crews to keep them up to 
date by coming in at lunch time to 
make sure CPR was updated.  Jimmy 
was always available for Hands on 
Emergency Drills, organising many 
scenarios and instructing the crew on 
the correct methods. 

Jimmy also made himself available 
for Call Out Crew. Our commodore 
at the time was Ross Evans and our 
Crew Controller Lynette Parsonson.  
Lyn worked closely with Jimmy 
and found a wonderful caring man. 
Jimmy was a great asset to our 
VMR squadron. Lynn worked with 
Jimmy from 2002 -2006. Any VMR 
members, lucky enough to have had 
the pleasure of meeting and working 
with Jimmy, all say the same thing. 
“What a wonderful, caring dedicated, 
compassionate man” is what comes to 
mind when his name is mentioned.

The following is a tribute from Jim’s 
workmate at Qld Ambulance, Russell 
Bowles, at the time of his death;

I regret to advise of the passing of 
retired past Caboolture Officer in 
Charge, Jimmy Morris who was 
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known to many in the Brisbane North 
area, and widely throughout QAS.
Jimmy had been diagnosed with cancer 
earlier this year and passed away 
last week. It was his specific request 
that neither a funeral nor a memorial 
service be held to celebrate his life.

Jimmy was highly respected for his 
significant and tireless contribution 
to quality ambulance services in 
the community and for his support 
and mentoring of less experienced 
paramedics. 

In November 1961 Jimmy commenced 
ambulance service as a QATB honorary 
officer in Gayndah, becoming a 
permanent Officer in February 1973.  
He later transferred to Caboolture in 
1975 and was appointed as Officer in 
Charge (OIC) at the Beerwah Station 
in 1985.  He returned to Caboolture 
as the Senior Station Officer and was 
appointed to the position of OIC in 
1991. Jimmy also relieved as the 
Area Director during this time, and 
then returned to the role of on-road 
paramedic at Bribie Island Station, 
finishing his career in 2000 after nearly 
40 years of service.

Soon after retirement, Jimmy became 
a member of the Bribie Island LAC 
where he volunteered hundreds of  hours 

in teaching first aid classes to public 
and corporate clients. The proceeds 
of  these courses were returned to the 
LAC for enhancements to the Bribie 
Island Station. Jimmy leaves behind 
his wife of 50 years Annette, adult 
children Tanya, Kssandra & Steven 
and their families.  

To the time his illness took hold, Jimmy 
had enjoyed 18 months of new found 
time in retirement with his family 
and participating in events with other 
retired officers, along with working 
for the Bribie Is LAC and continuing 
his long and outstanding contribution 
to Lions work in the community.

In 1994, Jimmy was awarded an 
Australia Day Achievement Medallion 
“For service to the community and 
Queensland Ambulance Service in 
the Caboolture area, operationally and 
in public education”.  Jimmy was a 
highly respected and admired officer 
amongst his peers, and will be sadly 
missed.  He was a passionate advocate 
for his staff and worked tirelessly 
within his local community.
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The life of a VMR Cap certainly has its 
On and Offs, most of the time I am on 
my owner’s  hot sweaty head, protecting 
him from bright sunshine, salt spray or 
soaking rain. But occasionally I get 
to go on holidays with him and that’s 
what happened to me recently and here 
is my story.

Most of the time I take my place on the 
hat rack with the other caps and wait 
my turn to be selected to be displayed 
proudly on my owners head. One early 
morning recently the whole house was 
up with plenty of activity happening 
with travel bags being taken to the front 
door. All my fellow caps waited with 
tense head straps to see who would be 
selected for this journey. I tried to puff 
my badge out proudly in the hope it 
would be me.  
And yes, my owner grabbed me as he 
closed the front door.

The Life of a VMR Cap
Story & Pictures By Peter McNamara

 
My holiday adventured began with a 
limo ride to the airport, then onto a 
Singapore airlines flight to Singapore. 
I am glad I was put in the overhead 
locker as I am secretly afraid of 
heights.

 After Singapore came Rome and 
I got to visit the Coliseum. Finally 
we boarded the Dawn Princess and 
we were at sea again. I could tell my 
owner was happy.
 
Over the course of the next 21 days 
we travelled 4,770 Nautical Miles, 
visited 15 ports and did a scenic cruise 
past Anzac Cove. 

Some of the other highlights included 
nearly being left behind in Mykonos, 
celebrating my owner’s birthday 
in Venice and running into a fellow 
VMR Cap owned by Trevor Botham 
on Santorini.

With my owner, Peter while he celebrated his 
birthday in St Mark’s Square, Venice.

Here I am off Anzac Cove in Turkey.



SUMMER 2013  Page 9 

Meeting up with fellow VMR Cap owned by 
Trevor Botham in Santorini.

Left to right: Nearly left behind at Mykonos,
visiting the Coliseum in Rome.

Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie Island held an 
open day at the base on Sunday 27th of October  
2013 as part of  Bribie Island Festival celebrating 
the Bribie Bridge turning 50 years old. Lucia 
Guanci from holidaying from Italy talks with Radio 
Operator-Public Relation Officer John Traill about 
the operations of the radio room. Picture by Peter 
McNamara

VMR Open Day

But all good things must come to an 
end and I am now back on the hat rack 
with the rest of the caps awaiting my 
next adventure.

 

BOAT & JET SKI LICENCE COURSES 

            
Booking Office:   1300 695 423 

www.boatjetskilicence.com.au 
Summer Course dates at V.M.R. Bribie Island base: 

- Sunday 1st      Dec 2013 - Sunday 12th Jan 2014     - Sunday 2nd  March 2014  
- Saturday 28th Dec 2013 - Sunday 2nd  Feb 2014     - Sunday 23rd March 2104 
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Above: Peter Anderson and 
inset, Graham Patrick were both presented with 
VMRAQ Certificates for service to VMR.

VMR Awards
Pictures By Peter McNamara

At a special meeting on Thursday 31st 
October, 2013 our valued members 
received acknowledgement for their 
service to VMR.

The Commodore Wayne Sclater  of VMR Bribie 
Island presented Peter Snell with one of the 
Commodore’s Commendation Certificate for service 
to VMR.

The Commodore Wayne Sclater presenting Maurie 
Biela with one of the Commodore’s Commendation 
Certificate for service to VMR.

Ray Fox receives the Commodore’s Commendation 
Certificate for service to VMR.

Cheryl Robinson and the social committee 
receive one of the Commodore’s Commendation 
Certificate for service to VMR.
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The Commodore Wayne Sclater of VMR Bribie 
Island presented Allan Tranter with one of the 
Commodore’s Commendation Certificate for 
service to VMR.

The Commodore Wayne Sclater  of VMR Bribie 
Island presented  Hans Lubbers (Above) and 
Ross Jones (Inset) with one of the Commodore’s 
Commendation Certificate for service to VMR.

Learn Seamanship, 
Navigation and Small Boat 

Handling.

Starting in January, a new course to 
be held at the U3A, 

First Avenue Bribie Island.

Call and register 
at the U3A on 

3408 1450 NOW

Only 10 students can join!
Alternatively, call

TUTOR: Claude Xuereb
on 3408 9108 who is a VMR Member

More details on VMR notice board
Register and don’t miss out!

Learn Something New!
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In 2012/ 2013 we have experienced 
some very unusual  weather patterns 
and this is reflected in the annual 
statistics. 

From the 4th October 2012 to the 4th 
October 2013, we had 14,515  calls /
Logged On 3219 vessels and had 156 
assists. Compared to 4th October 2011 
to the 4th October 2012 when we had 
15,856 calls/ Logged On 3531 vessels 
and had 116 assists. 

During this year we ran three  successful 
VHF radio courses with over forty 
participant’s with most of the them 
receiving high scores and several  
receiving 100%.    

My thanks must go to Dennis O’Neill, 
Mike Strange and Larry Hooper for 
their great work in running these 
courses. Mike Strange is moving on 
so and I welcome Keith Walters to the 
training panel.

The Radio Room gained another 8 
Radio Operators and all of these are at 
various stages of their training. Graeme 
Bennett a long time Radio Operator 
decided to hang up the microphone this 
year  , and I  thank him for his many 

Radio Officer’s Report
Peter McNamara

years of service to VMR. 

Looking forward we going to run a 
trial of extending our hours  from 
0500 to 1900 for the radio room  in 
December and January .

Our opening and closing 
announcements are have been  
reviewed to incorporate our 24/7 
emergency contact number. An 
early morning or late night Log 
On  contact Phone system is also 
being investigated. In any Volunteer 
Organisation it is not just one person 
who runs a section, it’s a team of 
people and I am very fortunate to be 
volunteering with  a dedicated  group 
of Radio Operators  my thanks go to 
all of you.

I  would like to pay special tribute 
to Gary Adams, Peter Morton, Bill 
Gibbings. This group of people keep 
the computers working, the rosters 
going and the radios  working.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year to all .

Yours Sincerely,
 Peter McNamara, Radio Officer



SUMMER 2013  Page 13 

First Aid 5 Minute Reminder
Ian Grimes, First Aid Instructor

Bites & Stings 
What to look for:
• Puncture marks or parallel scratches 
on the skin
• Anxiety
• Pale cool skin with progressive onset 
of sweating
• Rapid, weal pulse
• Rapid shallow breathing leading to 
breathing difficulties
• Blurred vision
• Difficulty swallowing and speaking
• Abdominal pain, headaches
• Nausea and or vomiting
• Collapse- leading to comatose state

What To Do
• DRSABCD
• Call 000
• Apply direct pressure with pressure 
bandage over bite area
• Apply pressure  immobilisation over 
the whole limb
• Immobilise limb with splint
• Avoid washing bite area as a sample 
of venom can be obtained
• Avoid elevating the limb
• Do not use an arterial tourniquet
• Do not remove bandages and splint 
once applied

Box Jelly Fish
What to look for:
• Immediate severe pain with irrational 
behaviour because of pain
• Rapid, irregular pulse
• Frosted pattern of sting marks
• Collapse
• Respiratory and Cardiac arrest call 
000 urgently

What to do:
• Apply liberal amounts of vinegar 
minimum of 30 seconds
• Dry cold compress to relieve pain
• Call 000
• Be prepared to assist with rescue 
breaths and CPR

Hint: Do you have a First Aid Kit at 
home? If so, when was the last time 
you checked it? Accidents happen 
anytime, not just in storm season.
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Social Committee Report
Cheryl Robinson

This year’s VMR Golf Day was 
again well supported and the Social 
Committee Ladies helped out on the 
day by running the BBQ.  
 
Our Melbourne Cup Luncheon was a 
huge success with almost 70 people 
attending.  Fun, fashion, laughter and 
a delicious lunch satisfied all until 
the race was run.  A fantastic day was 
had by all.   Thank you to our Barmen 
Peter Morton and Maurie Biela and to 
all who donated gifts for the raffle.
 
On November 14th a BBQ lunch was 
supplied for a small group of “Special 
Ed” children from Toowoomba, 
who were staying at the “House of 
Happiness” at Woorim.  
 
Our next function is a Christmas Party 
for the ‘Golden Age” staff.
 
The final Sunset Drinks for 2014 will 
be held on Friday November 29 with 
the drawing of the Cruise Raffle taking 
place.  Hope to see you all there.
 
The VMR Christmas Party is on 
December 14th at the Base. The cost 
is $35.00 per head which includes a 3 
course meal, entertainment and lucky 

door prize.  A raffle will also be held 
on the night.  Book early to avoid 
disappointment and come dressed in 
your Christmas attire.
 
“Merry Christmas” and a “Happy New 
Year” from the Ladies of the Social 
Committee and we look forward to 
seeing you all next year.  
 
Cheryl Robinson

Dates to Remember:

29th November  
Drawing of Cruise Raffle at 
Sunset Drinks.

14th December
VMR Christmas Party - Book early to 
avoid disappointment!
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Sunday morning two young mates 
went fishing at Moreton Island. Adam 
had his father’s boat, a 16.5 foot 
fibreglass Savage runabout and on 
his return to Spinnaker Sound, where 
he had launched the boat, he ran into 
difficulty when fuel ran out. He rang 
the Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie 
Island and spoke with the duty Radio 
Operator and gave basic details but 
the phones battery suddenly went dead 
partway through the conversation. 
Adam said he could see Redcliffe and 
the sand at Moreton Island. 

VMR Bribie’s Energex Bribie One 
(EB1) a 10 metre Noosa Cat, was 
immediately dispatched at 3:30 pm 
to search the area near where Adam 
claimed to be nothing was found. At 
4:30 pm EB1 requested assistance 
from Coast Guard Redcliffe to continue 

Two Local Mates Rescued
Pictures by John Traill

searching Pearl Channel and by 7 
pm EB1 had returned to Base, had 
refuelled and changed crews. 

Queensland Police had traced the 
mobile call as transmitted from the 
Banksia Beach communication tower. 
VMR Bribie Island immediately 
dispatched Energex Bribie 3 (EB3), 
a 5.5 metre RIB north up the 
Pumicestone Passage to eliminate 
any chance that they had drifted there, 
nothing was found as far North as 
Mission Point and at 9 pm the Water 
Police then tasked EB3 to search the 
coast line around Deception Bay to 
the Redcliffe Jetty. By now the Water 
Police had escalated the search and 
involved Coast Guard Redcliffe, 
VMR Sandgate and Rescue 500 

Energex Bribie One – a 600 hp Noosa Cat motors 
toward the Bribie Bridge.

Queensland Water Police Vessel G.J. OLIVE 900 
hp inflatable RIB.                         
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(helicopter based at Archerfield), and 
their search pattern was implemented 
over the area from the Southern end of 
Pearl Channel in the North (and East) 
to Redcliffe in the South (and West). 
Queensland Police had searched the 
Woorim shoreline by 4WD and the 
Ranger had searched the Comboyuro 
Point area.

The helicopter had trouble with the 
search area as the jets flight path 
to Brisbane airport prevented them 
from gaining sufficient height (1000 
feet +) to implement their infra-red 
detection equipment. The searching 
continued with information received 
from another source that voices could 
be heard shouting when the helicopter 
or boats where near them! A thorough 
search of the area revealed nothing and 
the search was called off for the night 
at 2:20 am Monday morning. 

Adam’s anxious parents called in to 
VMR Bribie Island and helped by filling 
in some of the information. They were 
consoled by VMR Officers and given 
tea, coffee and biscuits during their 
agonising wait. They left as there was 
nothing further they could contribute 
and needed to be at home.

Approximately 6:25 am Monday 
morning as the above search parties 

were preparing to carryout their tasks 
as assigned by the Water Police for the 
daylight search, a call was received 
from the fishing boat “Tradition” 
that the lost mates were alive and 
well and about one kilometre East 
of Woorim. The vessel was towed to 
the Bellara boat ramp by Coast Guard 
Redcliffe, accompanied by the water 
Police vessel “G J OLIVE” where an 
awaiting ambulance checked their 
condition. 

Channel 9 also had a crew awaiting 
to film and interview the rescued 
fishermen friends. The Queensland 
Water Police then checked the boat, 
its equipment, and questioned the 
young men on issues leading up to 
and throughout the ordeal. They 
also found that the vessel did have 

The stricken vessel assisted to the pontoon at 
Bellara Boat Ramp.
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flares, even though they were out of 
date, and that there was another fuel 
tank underneath the flooring, but was 
not used. The aerial did not match the 
radio set, as they had a VHF aerial and 
a 27 Mhz radio which will not work.

At 6:35 am The Queensland Water 
Police stood down all involved in 
the search. A great outcome, but an 
invaluable lesson in safety, having the 
correct equipment, all well serviced 
and within it’s usable life,and knowing 
what to do in an emergency. 

Remember it may happen to you! Are 
you prepared! Log on with your local 
marine safety organisation, ensure 
they receive all the current information 
about your trip and let your loved ones 
know what’s happening.

Adam with the stricken vessel learns an invaluable 
lesson.                                                

Welcome to New Members!
Single Members

Family Members
Ross and Debra Pedley   
Mark and Del Tatnell    
Gerard Hart and Sylvia Rae    
David and Louisa Smith   
Cameron and Amie House   
Michael and Diana Gibson   
Grant Spencer and Jay Orchard  
Michael and Rhonda Masters   
Craig and Kelly Marriott  
Darren and Kathy Linsley   
Lynne and Jamie Fraser   
Adrian and Nicola Geal   
Peter and Gail Satchell   
Philip and Julie Hood    
Jeffrey and Tracy Wall   
David and Dianne Huggins   
Danny and Melinda Granzien   
Rodolfo Basso and Juliana Mendes  
Albert and Monica Rose de Ruiter 
Stanley and Cassandra Freeman  
Heinz and Anne Schmidt  
Jonathon Taylor    
Trevor and Colleen Haynes

Brian Lake
Sandy Hose
Andrew Lee
Aziz Davidson
Simon Soady
Matthew Reid
William Keir
Stephen Benham
Derek Wright
Ross Barnes
Robb Endersby
Bruce Staib
Philip Arlidge
Philip Glass

Edward Wright
Justin Dwyer
John Ashton
Rodney Bradshaw
Chris Jones
Gary Broad
Phil Swain
Andrew Hack
Michael Durston
Philip Dunne
Rob Donaldson
Robert Bone
Philip Couper
Zak Mar 



admin@islandbodyworks.com.au

43





SUMMER 2013  Page 20 



SUMMER 2013  Page 21 



SUMMER 2013  Page 22 

• BISTRO & BARCODE CAFE  • LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
• BRIBIE’S BIGGEST SELECTION OF POKER MACHINES

• KENO & TAB  • WEDDING & EVENT FACILITIES
• GECKO’S KIDS CLUB • DIGGERS BOTTLESHOP

• COURTESY BUS 7 DAYS
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VMR Melbourne Cup Celebrations

66 members and guests sat down to a 
catered Melbourne Cup Luncheon at 
the Base Function Room on Tuesday. It 
was a wonderfully bright and coloured 
theme, with decorated tables and 
chairs, everyone joined in with their 
resplendent outfits. There were prizes 
for the best hat, best mens and ladies 
outfits, best couple, outfit matching the 
winning jockey’s colours and lucky 
door prize. 

The Social Committee not only arranged a wonderful day, they also dressed the part. From the left: Cheryl 
Robinson, Sheryl Traill, Janine Jaavuo, Mary Westerman, Betty Snell & Leona Patrick.

Above: Winners of the best couple, Chris & Merle 
Cherry (centre) presented their prizes by Janine 
Jaavuo (left) and Cheryl Robinson of the Social 
Committee. Inset: Cheryl Robinson presents the 
best dressed Lady, Judy Clarey with her prize.
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Definitions

Leeward
The direction in which objects, liquids 
and other matter may be thrown 
without risk of re encountering them in 
the immediate future.
Life Jacket
Any personal floatation device that will 
keep an individual who has fallen off a 
vessel, above water long enough to be 
run over by it or another rescue craft.
Mizzen
The shorter aft mast on a yawl or ketch. 
Any mast that is no longer there.
Moon
Earth’s natural satellite. During 
periods when it displays a vivid blue 
colour, sailing conditions are generally 
favourable.
Motor Sailer
A hybrid boat that combines the 
simplicity and reliability of sail 
power with the calm and serenity of a 
throbbing engine.
Ocean Racing
Demanding form of sailing practiced 
by sportsman whose idea of a good time 
is standing under an ice cold shower, 
fully clothed while re examining there 
last meal.
Passage
Basically a voyage from point A to 
point B, interrupted by unexpected 
landfalls or stopovers at point K, point 

Q, and point Z.
Pontoon
Harbour landing place that goes 
crack, crunch when hit
Pilotage
The art of getting lost in sight of land, 
as opposed to the distinct and far 
more complex science of navigation 
used to get lost in offshore waters.
Port
1. Left on a boat.
2. A place you wish you never left on 
a boat.
Propeller
Underwater winch designed to wind 
up at high speeds any lines left 
hanging over the stern.
Radar
Extremely realistic kind of electronic 
game often found on larger sailboats. 
Players try to avoid colliding with 
“blips” which represent other 
sailboats, large container ships and 
oil tankers.
Regatta
Organized sailing competition that 
pits yours against your opponents’ 
luck.
Sailing
The find art of getting wet and 
becoming ill while slowly going 
nowhere at great expense.
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Satellite Navigation
Sophisticated electronic location 
method that enables sailors to 
instantly determine the exact latitude 
and longitude, within just a few feet, 
anywhere on the surface of the surface 
of the earth, of whatever it was they 
just ran aground on.
Single Handed Sailing
The only situation in which the 
skipper does not immediately blame 
the crew for every single thing that 
goes wrong.
Spinnaker
Large beautiful balloon shaped sail 
used in powerful downwind sailing, 
collapses at the sides to make control 

difficult and when lowered stores 
neatly into the galley and main cabin 
and heads all at the same time.
Tides
The rise and fall of ocean waters. There 
are two tides of interest to mariners: 
the ebb tide sailors encounter as they 
attempt to enter port and the flood tide 
they experience as they try to leave.
Yardarm
Horizontal spar mounted in such a way 
that when viewed from the cockpit, 
the sun is always over it.

Yamaha, Honda, Mariner, 
Johnson, Mercury, Tohatsu, 

Suzuki, Evinrude



SUMMER 2013  Page 26 

Flashback: Alexis Chapman
Betty Snell

Alexis Margaret 
Chapman 7th 
April 1947 – 
23rd July, 2013 
Alexis Margaret 
C h a p m a n 
(Lexie) was 
born in Cairns 
on 7th April 
1947. Lexie 
lived in Cairns 
for all of her 

childhood until marrying and moving 
to Charters Towers, this being the first 
of many places for Lexie. Lexie lived 
in different places Bundaberg, Gin Gin, 
Albany Creek,  Brisbane North and 
South, finally settled on Bribie Island.

Lexie always had an affinity with 
Bribie, having family holidays to the 
old Fishing cottage (which is still there 
today).  It wasn’t until Lexie moved to 
Bribie 20 years ago that she found her 
home. Lexie connected to the place and 
people on Bribie Island, it was special 
for her.

Lexis had great friends in her life and 
she had many stories to share about all 
of her friends and the fun times they 
shared. John Isaacs came into Lexie’s 
life in January, 2007 and they became 

good friends for the next six years. At 
the time they met, Lexie was working 
for an organization (Zorro’s) who 
cared for the disabled and working one 
afternoon per fortnight as a doctor’s 
receptionist for a visiting orthopaedic 
specialist. The latter she relinquished 
only after she was diagnosed with 
cancer and started undergoing chemo 
therapy. Previous to John knowing 
Lexie, she worked at the Bribie Island 
RSL and worked her way up to being 
a Duty Manager. Also, before moving 
to Bribie she worked in the hospitality 
industry in many locations within the 
Brisbane area. 

Lexie had a great passion for travel 
having already travelled around 
Australia and in the mid 2000’s she 
undertook a South Pacific cruise with 
a couple for whom she was a carer. 
She was also a member of the Bribie 
Island Healthy Slimmers Club and 
during her time with this club she 
performed the role of President on 
three separate occasions.
 
During the time John spent with 
Lexie they undertook a total of four 
cruises and in 2007 travelled the 
Mediterranean, leaving from Rome 
and finishing in Venice. Whilst so 
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close they journeyed to Paris and to 
London before returning home. In 
2010 they cruised from Singapore 
around SE Asia and back to Singapore. 
Their next cruise was in late Dec. 
2011 departing Brisbane for a cruise 
to the South and North Islands of New 
Zealand and then back to Brisbane. 
Her last cruise was in November last 
year when they flew to Beijing and 
cruised for 14 nights to Bangkok. 

This cruise took a bit of a toll on 
Lexie as she was not in the best of 
health however she was determined 
to go ahead as though all was well. 

Apart from cruising they also visited 
Norfolk Island, Bali, Darwin, Airlie 
Beach and a few trips to Cairns. She 
also undertook a trip to Vanuatu by 
herself in 2012. 

As you can see Lexie loved to be on 
the go and at home was always looking 
for an excuse to be out socialising. 
John believes the one volunteer 
position that she really loved was her 
involvement with the VMR where she 
was able to put to use her managerial 
and hospitality skills. This is evidenced 
by what she left in place at the VMR. 
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Dashing Through the Canals in a VMR Rescue Boat
Herb Coleman

Bribie Island VMR is gearing up for 
the annual Pacific Harbour Christmas 
Lights Boat Parade on December 21st 
at 7pm. This is the fourth Christmas 
lights event that VMR have both been 
involved with and managed the marine 
safety arrangements.

 “The VMR’s two boats, Energex 
Bribie I and Energex Bribie III play a 
key role,” said Pacific Harbour Sales & 
Marketing Manager Annette Mengel. 
Energex Bribie III has the important 
task of ferrying Santa Claus around the 
canals in the late afternoon to visit all 
the children.

Santa stops at all the pontoons 
distributing bags of sweets to the 
children, who are dressed in their 
Christmas finery. The five hundred bags 
of lollies have been kindly donated by 
Councillor Gary Parsons from Division 
2. The Santa run commences at 3:30pm, 
travelling around the waterways before 
the main parade takes place.
 
The safety briefing for all participants 
in the parade will be held at VMR base 
at 6:30 on Thursday 19th December. 
“We cover breakdowns on the night 
if there’s any problem we can tow 
vessels,” said Bob. “We also keep an 

eye on the whole event and make sure 
it all runs smoothly.”
 Boat and home owners are again 
being asked to decorate and light 
their boats and homes and dress in the 
Christmas spirit. “Residents will be 
getting into the spirit of the floating 
festivities by dressing up their boats 
and we will also of course have the 
real Santa,” said Annette. “Last year 
over 2000 people enjoyed the event 
from the decks and parks on the 
Pacific Harbour canal bank.”

Residents and holiday makers can 
also join the Ferryman who will be 
leading the flotilla with over 50 guests 
on board. Tickets are available from 
the Ferryman with prices ranging 
from $20 for children to $95 for a 
family.

The event will award two prizes: 
the best decorated boat, and the best 
decorated canal front home contest.

Residents wishing to take part in 
the Christmas Lights Boat parade 
please call Annette at pacific Harbour 
on 3408 7722 or email Annette.
mengel@qm.com.au or those wishing 
to book a seat on the Ferryman, email 
ferryman@ferryman.com.au
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VMR AGM Round Up
Pictures by Peter McNamara

The Most Outstanding Member for 2012/2013 
Larry Hooper. The plaque was presented by the 
Commodore Wayne Sclater at Volunteer  Marine 
Rescue Bribie A.G.M.

Above: Toni and Vic Abbey were presented with a 
plaque by the Commodore Wayne Sclater for their 
outstanding fundraising efforts at Volunteer Marine 
Rescue Bribie A.G.M. 

Right: The Commodore Wayne Sclater shares a light 
moment with the members. Inset: Attendees at the 
A.G.M.

The Keenest Member for 2012/2013    Graham 
Patrick was  presented with a plaque by the 
Commodore Wayne Sclater at Volunteer Marine 
Rescue Bribie A.G.M.
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Paddle Boat Race
Pictures by Peter McNamara

Above:The Paddle Boat teams line up for the Official 
photograph which include Wyatt Roy the local Federal Member 
of Parliament. 

Left: Energex Bribie One tows the three paddle boats out to the 
starting line.

Energex Bribie One tows the three paddle boats out to the starting line for “The Great Paddle Boat Race 
on Sunday 27th of October  2013 which was part of  Bribie Island Festival celebrating the Bribie Bridge 
turning 50 years old.
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Don’t Overload Your Boat
Bryce Fletcher

As part of your General Safety 
Obligation as master or licensed 
operator of a boat you are required 
to operate your boat safely.  As part 
of this obligation you are expected to 
operate your boat within the guidelines 
of the boat manufacturer.  If your boat 
was built prior to September 2006 you 
may only have fitted to your boat a 
“Manufacturer’s Plate” telling you the 
manufacturer’s details, the maximum 
engine horsepower allowed and the 
serial number of the hull.  
 
If your boat was built after September 
2006 it will be fitted with an “Australian 
Builders Plate”.  

This plate gives you as the owner/
operator information about the 
manufacturer of the boat hull, maximum 
engine horsepower, the maximum 
number of persons to be carried, the 

maximum combined weight allowed 
and the type of buoyancy fitted to the 
hull of your boat.  Basic Floatation 
means your boat will stay afloat if 
swamped but will turn upside down 
and you may have to hold onto the 
hull to stay afloat.    Level floatation 
means the boat will stay afloat if 
swamped but stay upright with a full 
complement of crew.

Basic Flotation

Level Flotation
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When you are considering the 
maximum number of persons to be 
carried two (2) children less than 12 
years of age are taken to be one adult 
weighing 75kg in total.  Also 15 kg of 
luggage is allowed for each person to 
be carried. 

This Australian Builders Plate should 
be fitted to your boat at the helm 
position where the boat operator can 
see it.  If this plate is not fitted to your 
boat or the boat manufacturer has put 
it somewhere else on the boat you as 
the owner/operator are required to 
place a “Capacity Label” near the helm 
position visible to the boat operator 
displaying the number of persons the 
boat is allowed to carry.

When loading your boat at the 
beginning of your voyage you should 
check you have no water in the bilge 
that will move around as you make way 

causing what is called “free surface 
effect” making your boat unstable in 
swell. 
   
Where you place your heavy items 
(e.g.  esky, tackle boxes etc.) is also 
important, you should always keep 
your heavier items as low as possible 
to the floor and preferably in the 
middle of the boat to maintain as low 
a centre of gravity as possible giving 
you boat the most stability.

The most important consideration 
when loading your boat is where you 
sit your passengers as their weights are 
usually higher than any luggage you 
carry.  If you load too many or heavier 
persons on one side of the boat it will 
effect the trim, steering and therefore 
seaworthiness of your boat.  Also if you 
load too much weight up towards the 
bow of your boat it will have the same 
effect, affecting the seaworthiness of 
your boat.

In smaller boat these considerations 
are critical but in larger boats are still 
important.

So don’t overload your boat and keep 
safe on the water.
Bryce Fletcher
Boat Jetski Licence
1300 695 423
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Dragon Boat Event
Pictures by Peter McNamara

 Here are some pictures from the Dragon Boat event for the Bribie  Bridge 
50th Anniversary where EB2 and EB3 acted as escort  safety vessels. From 
Kalmakuta boat ramp to Brennan Park.

The Dragon Boats crews celebrate after making it to Brennan Park  as part of  the Bribie  Bridge 50th 
Anniversary where Energex Bribie Two and Energex Bribie Three acted as escort  safety vessels from 
Kalmakuta boat ramp to Brennan Park. 

The Dragon Boats crews celebrate after making it to Brennan Park .
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Energex Bribie Three crew member Ian Grimes at 
the Kalmakuta  Boat ramp from where  the Dragon 
Boat event was launched.

The Dragon Boats paddling towards Brennan Park .

Energex Bribie Two crew member Annette Mangel 
gives a wave of support to the Dragon Boats crews 
on their way to to Brennan Park.

Energex  Bribie Two keeps a watchfull eye over the Dragon Boats crews on their way to Brennan Park.
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TICKET SELLERS NEEDED: Please ring Arvo Jaavue on 3410 7198  if you can assist FOR 
ONE Friday per month. STANDBY HELPERS are also needed.

Hotel Raffles Roster - Volunteers Needed!

Weekend Crew Roster for January - June 2014

December 2013
6/12/2013 Doug Tutt N/A Arvo Jaavuo Barry Neill  Greg Saunders 
13/12/2013 Paul Jones David Smith Vacant  Vacant
20/12/2013 Les Harber Peter Poteri Vacant  Vacant
27/12/2013 Allan Tranter Jose Sacramento Gary Voss Karen Doyle 
January 2014    
3/01/2014 Doug Tutt N/A Arvo Jaavuo Barry Neill  Greg Saunders 
10/01/2014 Paul Jones David Smith Vacant  Vacant
17/01/2014 Les Harber Peter Porteri Vacant  Vacant
24/01/2014 Allan Tranter Jose Sacramento Gary Voss Karen Doyle
31/01/2014 Les Harber Peter Porteri Vacant  Vacant
February 2014    
7/02/2014 Goug Tutt N/ A Arvo Jaavuo Barry Neill Greg Saunders
14/02/2014 Paul Jones David Smith Vacant  Vacant
21/02/2014 Les Harber Peter Porteri Vacant  Vacant
28/02/2014 Allan Tranter Jose Sacramento Gary Voss  Karen Doyle

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS ROSTER
JANUARY:  WED 1ST (NEW YEARS DAY): COMPOSITE CREW
 MON 27TH (AUSTRALIA DAY): WHITE
APRIL:  FRI 18TH (GOOD FRIDAY): GREEN
 MON 21ST (EASTER MONDAY): RED
 FRI 25TH (ANZAC DAY): BLUE
JUNE: MON 9TH (QUEEN’S BRITHDAY): WHITE
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Acting Commodore 
& Vice Commodore  Bob Skinner 0429 122 757 
Secretary  Peter Morton 0419 484 736 
Treasurer  Mary Brown 0401 699 679 
Management Committee  John Traill 0407 537 323 
   Graham Gibb 0409 668 755 
   Arvo Jaavuo 0428 341 082 
   Peter McNamara 0413 083 184 
   Ross Jones 0417 610 809 

Membership Secretary  Anita Hudson 3408 0491 
Crew Controller  Ray Fox 0477 021 722 
Training Co-Ordinator  Hans Lubbers 0427 179 888 
Unit Resource Controller  Ross Jones 0417 610 809 
Radio Officer  Peter McNamara 0413 083 184 
Assistant Radio Officer  Dennis O’Neil 3410 8330  
Public Relations Officer  John Traill  0407 537 323  
Bay Watch Editor  Herb Coleman 0417 788 708  
Editors Assistants  Peter McNamara  0413 083 184  
 Betty Snell 0428 975 168  
Booking Officer  Ros Ezzy 0418 721 587  
Functions Co-Ordinator   Ros Ezzy 0418 721 587 

Sub Committees      
Boat Maintenance  Bob Skinner  0429 122 757    
 Ray Fox  0438 011 934  
Fund Raising Arvo Jaavuo 0428 341 082   
 Maurie Doyle  0419 498 551  
Social Committee  Cheryl Robinson  0422 837 983  
Building Projects   Bob Skinner  0429 122 757  
VMR Zone Delegates   Bob Skinner  0429 122 757 

Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie Island Inc.
Office Bearers and Committee 2012 - 2013
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WD-40 2000 Uses!

There’s always another use for WD-40 
WD-40, everyone’s favourite multi-
purpose problem solver for over 50 
years, cleans, lubricates and protects 
against corrosion. 

It also removes grease, gum, dirt, 
adhesives, & scuff marks. Wonder how 
to remove grease and protect against 
corrosion? WD-40 is the Answer! Want 
to lubricate sticky drawers? Clean 
crayon from walls? Remove glue and 
adhesives? Look no further – WD-40 
is the answer. The can that can. 

Just some of the 2000 uses:
Garage
• Keeps tools from rusting 
• Works as a cutting oil on drill bits 
• Helps dissolve dried paint from 
spray paint nozzles

Sports
• Lubricates gears and prevents rust on 

bikes 
• Keeps fishing lures corrosion free 
(and some say it attracts fish!)
• Prevents corrosion on boat 
hardware 
• Loosens and cleans golf shoe 
spikes

Automotive
• Removes bugs, road tar and tree 
sap
• Cleans alloy wheels
• Displaces moisture from car wiring
Household
• Lubricates tracks on sliding doors 
• Cleans tough grease and grime 
• Cleans and polishes stainless steel 
• Removes crayon from walls

Lawn / Garden
• Lubricates shears, pruners and pop-
up sprinklers 
• Cleans grime from patio furniture 
• Prevents grass clippings from 
sticking to mower blades

Notice
Whilst every care is taken by the Editor of Bay 
Watch, no responsibility is accepted for material 
submitted, the accuracy of the information in the 
text, illustrations, or advertisements contained 
herein. The opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the editor or the Executive  committee of 
VMR Bribie Island - Editor






