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Sunday 26 May 08:00 - 17:00   Boat JetSki Licence
Friday 31 May 2013, 17:00 - 20:00  Sunset Drinks
Sunday 16 June 2013, 08:00 - 17:00  Boat JetSki Licence
Wednesday 19 June 2013, 18:30 - 22:00   Management Committee
Friday 28 June 2013, 17:00 - 20:00  Sunset Drinks
Saturday 06 July 2013  Waynes World of Boating 2013 # 1
Saturday 13 July 2013  Waynes World of Boating 2013 # 2
Wednesday 17 July 2013, 18:30 - 22:00  Management Committee
Saturday 20 July 2013  Waynes World of Boating 2013 # 3
Friday 26 July 2013, 17:00 - 20:00  Sunset Drinks
Saturday 27 July 2013  Waynes World of Boating 2013 # 4
Thursday 01 August 2013, 18:30 - 20:30  General Meeting
Saturday 03 August 2013, 09:00 - 15:00  Waynes World of Boating 2013 # 5
Wednesday 21 August 2013, 18:30 - 22:00  Management Committee
Friday 30 August 2013, 17:00 - 20:00  Sunset Drinks

What’s on at VMR Bribie - March - May 2013

The VMR Craft Ladies
All VMR ladies are most welcome to join. If you are interested, our craft group meets 

every Tuesday from 9am - 12pm. Bring any craft and enjoy a great morning in the 
company of others. Contact Kaye Edwards: 3408 1216 or Betty Snell: 5497 5168.

Notes from the Editor
How	many	mistakes	did	you	find?	There	were	a	few!
Herb Coleman
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COMMODORES REPORT - WAYNE  SCLATER 
We recently held our AGM, where an election was held for office 
bearers for the 2012/13 period. The position of Commodore, Vice 
Commodore and treasurer were unopposed. Herb Coleman, who 
has been our Secretary since 2008 decided to stand down and 
follow a different direction. I would like to thank Herb for the 
work he has done over the years. 
 
Our new Secretary is Peter Morton. With Peter comes Maurie 
Doyle and Denis Ezzy to the Committee. Cheryl Fullgrabe did 
not stand for Committee but will remain active around the Base. 
Alan Blackman has also decided to step down as the Bay Watch 

editor. Thank you Alan for turning the Bay Watch into the magazine it is today, I think 
everyone will agree it is a pleasure to read. 
Over the past couple of months we have been busy with different projects around the place. 
We were lucky enough to get an invite to the Murrumba Downs school celebrations where 
we sold cruise raffle tickets and explained what we did. Energex Bribie 3 was also in 
attendance. 
 
We also attended an open night at BCF at Morayfield where we had a large number of 
members turn up and sell cruise tickets. I would like to thank the members that attended for 
donating their time to both of these events. We recently hosted the final of the Bass fishing 
competition; this is where the competitors used our pontoon to start their days fishing and 
also for the weigh in. We hosted a BBQ for the event but the bad weather kept people away. 
If you have been past the Base lately you will see that the garden is missing (thank you Bob) 
The garden is been revamped with topsoil, plants and mulch we are obtaining from the 
Moreton Council. 
Some of our senior radio operators have decided to call it a day. John Goldsworthy, Mike 
Burgess, Kerry Spillane and Eric Stavley.  I would like to thank these operators for their 
service over the years and all the best for the future. 

 
UNIT RESOURCE CONTROLLER - CLINT FULLGRABE 

Not a lot has happened since the last edition, although we broke the hundred in activations. 
Crews have been working well in their efforts to provide an excellent service to the public 
which reflects highly on the Squadron.  
 
With Christmas around the corner and the holidays, combined with our storm season, I 
expect we will be fairly busy as always for this time of year. This will be Alan’s last edition 
as Editor of Bay Watch as he is taking a well-deserved break. I would like to thank him (and 
his assistants) for the high standard he has set in developing our magazine and wish him well 
for the future. From Cheryl and myself, have a very happy Christmas and safe New Year. 

Hi everyone

Things have been fairly quiet around the squadron lately 
as far as activations, but hopefully if we get a little more 
sunshine and a little less rain the boaties will hit the water 
again.

We have been working hard to develop an Organisational Structure for the 
squadron. We have had from time to time people inquiring into who does what 
around the place. We have developed an Organisational chart which is in the op-
erations room so people can see who does what around the place, hopefully this 
will make it easy for the staff at the base to direct enquiries to the right person.

As most of the renovations are complete and the base is looking quite smart, we 
are looking at giving the down stairs area of the base a bit of a face lift. This will 
include the down stairs toilets, crew room and BBQ area. It’s just in the plan-
ning stage at the moment.

As usual I would like to thank everyone for the fantastic work they do around 
the base. I would have report 4 pages long if I was to name every one.  

On the operational side we will be distributing a letter or contacting boat owners  
by email that have their vessels moored in the passage to obtain written author-
ity from the owner to tow and resecure their vessel if it breaks its mooring. What 
we are trying to do is avoid any lengthy delay in obtain permission from the 
owner of the drifting vessel.  If you own a vessel that is moored in the passage 
and would like further information on this please call me on 0404.113821 and I 
will answer any of your questions.
That’s	it	and	remember	“this	is	the	year	of	Blue”	Go	the	Blues!

Cheers Wayne

Commodores Report
Wayne Sclater
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Social Committee Report
Cheryl Robinson

February was a 
busy month for the 
Social Committee 
with catering for 
the VMRQ UTC 
Meeting and a 70th Birthday Party.  
Sunset Drinks was a huge success 
with almost 70 people attending. The 
Cruise	 raffle	 was	 drawn	 and	 Jane	
Loxton launched her book “Hip Hip 
Hooray” in honour of her late Husband 
and VMR member Ian Loxton.  
At the General Meeting our 
submission for the recovering of the 
chairs was accepted and that project 
will	 be	 started	 in	 the	 first	 week	 in	
May.  
During March the Social Committee 

Ladies held a luncheon for Lexie 
at the Base and the tables were set 
up beautifully using the new chair 
covers we have recently purchased.  
We also set up the Function Room for 
a Golden Wedding Celebration.  
Sunset Drinks was well attended with 
another record crowd at which a plaque 
was presented to Lexie Chapman for 
her dedicated service with the VMR. 
Lexie was the instigator of “Sunset 
Drinks” over 3 years ago.  
WELL	DONE	LEXIE!!!!
Up and coming events:  Mother’s Day 
Raffle,	 Variety	 stall	 at	 the	 Uniting	
Church Fundraising Day - May 11th 
State of Origin Nights - June 5, June 
26, July 17
Hope to see you at some of these 
events.
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Blue Peter
Jonathon Goss

In January of this year the inaugural 
“Blue Peter” sailing expedition was 
conducted in Moreton Bay. Over 5 
eventful days, a group of brave girls 
navigated by sail from Victoria Point 
to Tangalooma and return, camping 
in beautiful places such as the Big 
Sandhills, Tangalooma and Peel 
Island. Highlights were snorkelling at 
the wrecks, sunrise from the sand 
dunes, dolphins at Amity Point and 
sailing with dugong and stingrays 
over Amity Banks. During our time 
at Tangalooma, winds were forecast 
to rise overnight 25-30 knots from 
the NW - so I anchored with plenty 
of rode in the shelter of the wrecks 
while we all slept ashore. Although I 
got up to check on things in the night, 
even swimming out to let more rope 
out at midnight - by morning she was 
gone!	 After	 all	 my	 experience	 how	
could	I	have	let	that	happen?	My	heart	
sunk as I imagined the state I might 
find	her	 in	 -	 indeed	 there	were	many	
boats aground and awash in front of 
the resort as I walked along, pulling 
flotsam	 from	 the	 water	 as	 I	 went.	
Imagine my relief when, past the jetty, 
I saw her two masts upright... sure 
enough this little ship had taken to 
ground with just some minor rudder 

damage. It turned out that the anchor 
did not drag at all, it was my midnight 
round turn and two half hitches on the 
bight that must have worked loose. 
I called for assistance, since the tide 
was now dropping and was impressed 
with the response from VMR Bribie 
Island who helped to tow her back to 
the wrecks. This is how I became a 
member of an organisation that I have 
always had great respect for and am 
interested in partnering with for 
future training and youth engagement.  
  
Blue Peter offers a range of expeditions 
so if you are interested in organising 
a group, sponsoring a young person 
or even signing up to a father/son 
expedition then please go to www.
bluepeteraustralia.com for more 
information.  
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With retrospect to Part one, we have four 
persons that have life threatening issues 
and require urgent intensive treatment. 
So what can we do before handing our 
“patients”	over	to	Paramedics?	You	might	
have heard of the “golden hour” this refers 
to	 the	first	hour	of	 treatment	 to	save	 life.		
Simple airway management is one method 
and DRSABCD. A notebook is very useful 
in recording patient’s details and ongoing 
management. Now let’s look at each 
“patients” injury and how VMR crew can 
carry out some basic treatment.
Patient (A) unconscious, unresponsive, 
gurgling noises breathing in and out and 
head laceration.
Treatment:	 Why	 is	 he	 “gurgling”?	 The	
airway is partially occluded so with a 
gentle extension of the head/jaw we can 
open	 the	 airway.	You	might	 have	 to	 roll	
him on his side to clear his mouth. Now 
we should be looking at placing him on 
his side with airway open and checking 
his ABCs, also dressing his wound. We 
should be mindful that a spinal injury 
could exist. Also hyperthermia would be 
likely so a space blanket should be used. 
Note respirations and pulse.
Patient (B) conscious, bruising under 
eyes,	sore	neck,	superficial	burns	to	arms.
Treatment: If you have some water, the 
burns should be cooled down to aid in 
recovery or apply moistened dressings. 

First Aid Scenario
Part Two: Oh dear I should have taken a sickie
Author: Ian Grimes VMR First Aid Instructor & ex. NSW Ambulance Paramedic. Guidelines from 
Australian Resuscitation Council.

The patient is complaining of neck pain 
and mild numbness to both legs. The wise 
first	aider	should	take	note	and	consider	
that a spinal injury might be present. The 
wild “herring” is bruising under both 
eyes, also check behind ears for bruise/
swelling and discharge from ears/nose. 
Possibility of fractured skull may exist 
but	then	again?	Use	a	space	blanket	and	
note respirations and pulse.

Patient(C): This patient has suffered 
smoke,	hot	gases	and	probably	fire	flame	
to his throat, airway and lungs on the 
initial	boat	fire	ignition.	He	has	first	stage	
hypothermia and shock.
Treatment: Soak a dressing in fresh 
water for him to suck on to for minor 
relief. A space blanket used to slow 
down hypothermia. Note respirations 
and pulse.
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have to be sent, to include requesting 
Energex Bribie 1, the patient’s injuries, 
local weather conditions, your intentions. 
The reason for the third boat is that EB3 
would be used as a “ferry” to carry patients 
and personnel to EB2 &EB1. One of these 
boats could start transporting victims to 
Donnybrook or base. Depending on base 
or QAS advising a location.

In summing up of this scenario, the reader 
could probably  think of other ways to 
help  but the aim is to get the “grey matter” 
thinking if I was  in a similar situation, 
what would I do. These people would be 
in our care for hopefully under 1 hour but 
if it went pear shape, what then. It is easy 
to sit back and be critical but when you 
are working in trying conditions you do 
the best in the limited time and equipment 
you have. 
If any coxswains want help with First Aid 
scenario training for their crew, please tell 
Hans or myself.

Patient (D): conscious alert and shivering 
but very quiet.
Treatment: A space blanket is used; (if in 
short supply) put both children together. 
Keep an “eye” on this patient even though 
she is only shivering there could be further 
under lying trauma.
 The crew by now have completed basic 
first	aid	and	a	secondary	survey	of	patient’s	
injuries could be done with a head to 
toe examination. Record all patients 
pulse, respiration, loc. Which patient 
should be given priority in treatment and 
transporting?
It is better to over treat a patient rather 
than	under	treat?	Paramedics	do	it	all	the	
time, that way you have covered all the 
bases. If in doubt then treat it.
Patient A: due to an airway that was 
compromised, he is unconscious with 
head injury also.
Patient C: who has presented with hoarse 
voice and smoke inhalation could lead 
to	 pulmonary	 oedema	 (fluid	 on	 in	 the	
lungs).
Patients B and C: I would not delay too 
long as well.
Other considerations:
The coxswain would be wearing several 
“hats” i.e. OIC, radio. safety of crew, 
etc. So that leaves 3 crew to treat and 
care. We have a rising tide, sunset shortly 
and consideration be made to moving 
patients to nearby Mission Point or even 
Donnybrook to meet up with paramedics, 
helicopter and road medivac.
By this time the crew should have a fair 
idea	of	the	difficulties	they	are	confronted	
with and a detailed situation report would 
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A Skier’s Tale of Woe or a Hot Time Was Had
Allan Hughes

It was a beautiful sunny day when I arrived 
at Eudlo Creek (Sunshine Coast) to water-
ski with my family.  I launched my bond 
wood	ski	boat	which	had	a	modified	Ford	
V8 inboard motor.  All went well with the 
first	ski	of	 the	day	with	Kathy,	my	eldest	
daughter in tow.  I dropped Kathy off, 
went around and picked up my youngest 
daughter,	Rebecca,	for	her	first	ski	of	 the	
day.  However, soon after starting the ski 
run with Rebecca, the motor stopped and 
wouldn’t restart.  Now anyone who has 
owned a Ford V8 knows there are only 
two things to do when they won’t start. 
The	first	is	to	pump	the	accelerator	pedal	
and hope the motor will start before you 
flood	 the	 carburettor.	 	 However	 if	 the	
motor doesn’t start and you do happen to 
flood	 the	 carburettor,	 it	 is	 then	 usually	 a	
simple	matter	to	hold	your	foot	flat	on	the	
accelerator, to open the carburettor fully 
and the good old reliable ford V8 will 
usually start.
Unfortunately, the early overhead valve 
Ford V8 engines had a problem of bending 
their push rods (rods from the cam shaft 
to the valve rockers).  As you may have 
guessed, this was a new motor I had recently 
bought from an engine reconditioner  
which had been (supposedly) run-in and 
bench tested by the reconditioner, and the 
boat	shop	that	had	fitted	it,	and	should	have	
been in perfect order.  

To ascertain why the motor had stopped, I 
turned around and lifted the engine cover 

which was directly behind the driver’s 
seat.  As I lifted the cover, a great 
whoosh	 of	 fire	 greeted	me	 burning	my	
right forearm, removing all my facial 
hair and my fringe.  I stuck my hand in 
the cool water over the side of the boat 
to lessen the effects of the burning and 
told Colleen, my wife, who was the ski 
observer, to go over the side as the boat 
was	on	fire.		

Now all was not lost, because I had the 
regulation	fire	extinguisher	down	by	my	
right leg under the helm.  I grabbed the 
fire	extinguisher	which	was	the	type	that	
had to be turned upside down and banged 
down on something hard to break the 
seal.  I did this, but the seal was stronger 
that the bond wood deck of the boat and 
the	fire	 extinguisher	went	 right	 through	
the deck.  I found somewhere harder to 
hit the extinguisher, (I think it was the 
floor,	not	my	head)	and	 turned	again	 to	
lift the engine cover, but with more care 
this time.  

I immediately saw that the carburettor 
was	 on	 fire,	 so	 putting	 my	 training	 to	
experience I aimed the extinguisher at the 
base of the carburettor and extinguished 
that	fire.		However,	by	this	time	the	plastic	
fuel line (yes I know it should have been 
copper, but everyone used plastic in 
those days) had caught alight and was 
quickly burning towards the fuel pump 



WINTER 2013  Page 11 

on the side of the engine. Unfortunately 
the	 regulation	fire	 extinguisher	only	had	
one shot in it and was now useless.
As luck would have it another boat skiing 
nearby	saw	my	difficulty	and	approached	
to see if he could assist.  Unfortunately 
he ran over my ski rope which was still 
dragging behind my boat where my 
daughter had dropped it when the motor 
stopped.  I did call out to him to watch 
out for my ski rope but it was too late 
and the line caught around his propeller.  
This caused the two boats to be dragged 
together and the more he tried to get away 
the worse the problem became.  Luckily 
he had a small hatchet on board, that he 
threw to me and I was able to chop through 
my ski rope, further damaging the deck 
of my boat.  However all was not lost, he 
did	have	a	regulation	fire	extinguisher	on	
board which he threw across to me and 
allowed	me	to	again	attend	to	the	fire	on	
my boat.  Unfortunately by the time I got 
to do this the fuel line had burnt down 
to	the	fuel	pump	which	was	now	on	fire.	
Again applying my training once more, I 
pointed the extinguisher at the base of the 
fuel pump and extinguished that blaze.  
However this was to no avail, because 
a large amount of fuel was now seeping 
into the bilge, being gravity fed from the 
fuel	tank	and	this	fuel	was	now	on	fire.		

THE TIME HAD ARRIVED TO 
ABANDON	SHIP!
During this time someone on shore had 
called	both	the	fire	brigade	and	ambulance	
and I was taken off to Nambour hospital 
to have by burns attended to.  I returned 

to Eudlo Creek some four hours later to 
find	 the	 fire	 brigade	 still	 in	 attendance	
with what remained of my ski boat, keel, 
engine and fuel tank on the far side of 
the creek and the breather on the top of 
the fuel tank still burning like a roman 
candle.  So in addition to losing my ski 
boat on that day, my children learnt that 
their mother could swim, fully clothed 
and weighed down with car and house 
keys etc. in her pockets.

So what is the moral of this story – always 
make sure that the legal requirement for 
safety equipment is only the minimum and 
should be exceeded to the fullest capacity 
where	possible.	 	The	 two	 regulation	fire	
extinguishers	used	on	the	fire	on	my	boat	
were all but useless.  Had my original 
extinguisher had twice the capacity of 
the then legal requirement (early 1980s); 
I may not have lost my ski boat.  Happy 
boating!

Footnote:
My wife was not keen about buying another 
ski boat, so this is when I took up sailing, a 
much safer water sport. However, remind 
me to tell you another time about my first 
day out sailing and how I nearly turned 
my son off sailing for life!
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Winter Crossword: Local Knowledge

Across:
3.  Busy
7. Tie-up
9.  First Aid
10.  Right
12.  Hello

13.  Our Job
15.  Home
17.  Radio
18.  Creek
19.  This One

Down:
1. Boss
2. Goodbye
3. Drinks
5. Bay
6. Power

7. Passage
8. Start
11. Money
14. First
16. Flashback

Media Watch
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A Welcome to New Members

Rob Hart
Jonathan Goss
Greg Watkins
Kevin Spedding
Raymond Hoffman
Wayne Buckley
Graham Dingwall    
Wayne Dunne    
Wayne Gibbs    
Darrin Hasemann    
Robert Milner    

Rick Neilson    
Philip Ojamaa    
Peter Rider    
Santino Rotili    
Simon Taylor    
Ric Thompson    
Steven Whelan    
Daniel Casey 
Vincent Donovan 
Noel Hade 
Matthew Head 

Bill and Mary Westerman
Rick and Jane Steley
Robert and Chris Rutten
Luke Grant and Liz Cross
Ben and Danielle Buckley
Bob and Bev Brandis
Darren and Lee-Anne Coxeter  
Glen and Katie Frankham  
Kirby and Linda Marr  

A warm welcome to you all. 
I hope to see you at Sunset Drinks, 
last Friday of every Month.

Single Members

Gary Kirk 
Leo McCarthy 
Phil Mumford 
Robert Noy 
Rudi Purkhart 
Daniel Schuh 
Peter Segulin 
Bill Williamson 
Serge Witte

Family Members
Steven and Liz Palmer  
Rodney and Pauline Regner 
Matthew and Jacki Bartlett
Graeme Cunningham
John and Annette Engelsman
Grant and Helen Hall
Glenn and Linda Kiehne
Graeme and Sheree McCallum
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FLASHBACK: Brian & Kaye Edwards
Betty Snell
Brian and Kaye were both born in the Royal 
Melbourne Hospital and both on the same date 
15th April, Brian in 1939 and Kaye 1940. Their 
marriage took place on the 17th February, 1962; 
they have two children, a son and daughter.
Brian and Kaye moved to Queensland in 1975 and 
settled in Rockhampton.  Both Brian and Kaye 
joined the Queensland Railway. Time frame for 
Brian as a Crane Driver was 25 years. Kaye gave 
the QLD Rail 16 years as the head cook in their 
canteen. 
Brian became President of the Capricorn Country 
Club for 10 years, building a Golf Course which 
later became a full 18 hole course.  Brian was 
also the nominee of the license of the club.  Kaye 
was the catering manager for the staff that helped. 
This was achieved as volunteers after work and 
week-ends.
Brian, the president of the QRI social club for 
10 years, running the club rooms the Railways 
supplied for their 2000 members. 
After Brian’s retirement they moved to Bribie 
Island on the 1st November 2000.  Brian & 
Kaye decided to visited Woolworths and this 
particular day Jim Burns (a member) happened 
to be promoting Volunteer Marine Rescue. An 
applications form was handed to Brian and Kaye. 
This pair had only been on the island three days 
and a friendship was born.  Brian began with 
the	gardening	 for	his	first	voluntary	help.	Brian	
was keen to help with anything in need of hands 
on. Kaye with her background, volunteered her 
service in our Squadron’s Social Committee and 
at the same time doing hours of fundraising.
Brian became a crew member and after obtaining 
his radio license trained and became a radio 
Operator. One of the Squadron’s Monitors (John 
Forbes) was a great help to Brian in training, to 
later become one of our very competent Radio 
Operators. The radio room was operating only 
on week-ends and Brian operated every 2nd 

Saturday up until Monitors were disbanded. 
Brian became a week day radio operator on a 
Monday or Tuesday morning until Noon and 
one Sunday per month on Call out Crew. Brian 
continued until he retired from the VMR.

Brian resigned from crew on the 27/11/01 when 
he	started	running	the	VMR	Raffles	at	the	RSL	
every 2nd Friday from 5 - 8 pm. Brian and 
Kaye’s RSL fundraising made approximately 
$100,000	profit	for	the	Squadron.		Brian	always	
had his wife’s support and he would not have 
achieved this without Kaye’s ongoing help. 
This hard working couple lasted 10 years with 
the RSL a great effort.  Brian and Kaye put in 
extra effort to keep and maintain their voluntary 
help by going personally to visit all prospective 
interested persons. A couple Brian and Shirley 
Searle were recruited by this pair and Shirley 
and Brian as we know went on to do a great job 
fundraising and became dear friends of Brian 
and Kaye.
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Brian & Kaye also helped Barry and Annette 
Henderson with the major art union selling 
tickets	 in	 boat	 raffles	 from	 Aspley,	 Bribie,	
Morayfield,	Caboolture	Markets,	Brisbane	Boat	
Show and other venues (selling approximately 
40,00 tickets per year). Annette and Barry left 
Bribie and Brian and Kaye took over their 
spot for the next two years. Another position 
left vacant by the Henderson’s was Bay Watch 
Editor and Brian once again put up his hand.
This magazine was produced every month and 
Brian was Editor for four years. Kaye ran a 
team at this stage with the collating of the Bay 
Watch.
Kaye and Brian were awarded the Keenest 
Member for the year 2002. It didn’t stop there 
Brian in 2003 was elected to the Management 

Committee for 2 terms. 
Brian as he wound down from other positions, 
stayed on Radio as the dummy person, training 
new recruits with Bill Taylor until he retired in 
2010 and at that time Kaye was still on active 
duty with Social Committee and helping others 
at the RSL. Kaye is now keeping our craft 
group going and at the same time relaxing and 
socializing with the VMR Group. This small 
group is great therapy for the wives of those 
older members who have given their time and 
stepped down from duties. 
Thank-you Brian and Kaye for your efforts and 
achievements over the years with the Volunteer 
Marine Rescue Bribie Island.

Flashback 
Keep watching Flashback in Bay Watch or on going stories of many of our old members. If you have any-
thing to add to old or new dedicated members stories or if you have an old member story or correction to 
a story please contact Betty Snell on 54975168. Betty would love to hear from you.

Yamaha, Honda, Mariner, 
Johnson, Mercury, Tohatsu, 

Suzuki, Evinrude
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We are overwhelmed of the fantastic 
job you have done, everything from 
the arrangement on the “altar”, with 
pictures, booklet, the parts from boats 
and the sand. And also all the catering 
arrangements.”
His mate “Sir Les” Leslie Castle, also 
emailed the Commodore “Just to say 
a very big thanks to yourself and the 
fantastic ladies for the great work in 
the preparation of the refreshments, 
once again thanks to all”. 
Part of the large attendance at Peter’s 
Service at VMR Bribie Island’s 
Function Room.
Friends as well as the Social 
Committee from VMR Bribie Island 
catered very well for the function, 
drinks were available at the bar, all 
in all, a low fuss farewell of which 
“Pirate Pete” would have approved.

Below is an excerpt from a reading at 
the celebration from Peter’s Swedish 
family:
“Last time I spoke to you, just after 
Christmas, you told me about your 
dream of going on a long journey 
around Australia together with some 
friends.	 You	 said:-	 “	 I	 do	 not	 want	
to sit here and wait for death”.  We 
know, you are now surrounded by 
your loving friends, at the place of 

Per-ake Andersson aka Peter Anderson 
died tragically doing what he enjoyed. 
He lived on his boat with his dog, 
a Labrador named Snowy. He was 
frequently seen in the punt ferrying 
himself and Snowy to the boat. 
Unfortunately Peter drowned trying to 
board his boat late at night. The quietly 
spoken Swedish born retired carpenter 
was just shy of his 74th birthday and 
had been a VMR Bribie Island member 
since February 2007. 

A service at the VMR Bribie Island 
was attended by more than 70 people 
to farewell “Pirate Pete”. 
The Commodore received emails from 
his family in Sweden, his niece Helena 
said “ On behalf of my mother and 
two uncles here in Sweden, I really 
want to send our deepest THANK 
YOU	for	all	effort	you	have	done	 for	
creating a fantastic ceremony for Peter. 

Farewell Pirate Pete

Peter’s pride and joy the 13m floating home 
SEAWAY.  Picture by John Traill
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your choice. In your own way, you 
were living your dream. Knowing this 
is the best comfort, we as a family can 
get. As you will sleep in the ocean – 
you will always be connected to us, 
the oceans are global and so is our 
love. With love from, Sister Ann-Britt, 
her husband Gunnar, and daughter 
Helena. Brother Nils-Olof with wife 
Karin, sons Tommy, Jan and Bo and 
Brother Lars-Gunnar”.

Peter Anderson’s ashes were scattered 
in the ocean on 4th May from Leslie 
Castle’s vessel.

Peter as most people would remember him, at 
Monty’s Marina.

“The Altar”

A farewell to “Pirate Pete”



admin@islandbodyworks.com.au
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At 5:30pm on Saturday the Volunteer 
Marine Rescue (VMR) Bribie Island 
received calls from both the public and 
nearby	boats	that	a	boat	was	on	fire	at	
Toorbul. Another call from a 65 foot 
houseboat “Calypso” that a burning 
boat was drifting toward him and he 
required urgent assistance, as he may 
not be able to move in time to avoid a 
collision with the burning boat. 

The boat, a 27 foot cruiser, caught on 
fire	 following	 a	 suspected	 fuel	 leak.	
Two	people	on	board	escaped	the	fire	
via	 their	 tender.	VMR	Radio	Officer	
Peter McNamara contacted the Water 
Police, whose initial concern was for 
the safety of all on board. Nearby boats 
confirmed	all	aboard	had	escaped	the	
burning vessel and Peter arranged for 

Toorbul Boat Fire

Above: The burning vessel. Picture taken by 
Horrie Hunt from onboard VMR’s 

Energex Bribie Two.

Above: Picture taken of the sticken vessel by 
Simon Middap.

Energex Bribie Two, the VMR Rescue 
Vessel to attend. By this time the vessel 
was well alight and VMR were tasked 
by Water police to follow and mark the 
GPS coordinates of the vessel should 
it sink, as it would become a danger to 
boating in the Pumicestone Passage. 
The VMR Rescue Vessel then picked 
up a Fire and Rescue Crew, with their 
pump and generator at Toorbul. The 
fire	was	put	out	and	the	stricken	vessel	
was towed via a makeshift grapple line 
to the Toorbul Boat Ramp. With the 
condition of the vessel and towline, a 
speed of only I knot was capable, the 
towline coming adift several times. 
The vessel was burnt to the waterline 
and was met by a tow truck which 
towed the vessel ashore.
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It’s All Happening at Sunset Drinks!
Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie 
Island’s monthly Sunset Drinks held 
Friday 22 February 2013 was attended 
by approximately 100 members and 
guests. 

VMR Bribie Island Social Committee gathered 
briefly on the balcony. They provided a wonderful 

array of finger food for the function. 
Picture by John Traill

Roslyn from Harvey World Travel , Commodore 
Wayne Slater and Vice Commodore Bob Skinner 

confirm the winner. Picture by Peter McNamara

Some of the many members and guests at Sunset 
Drinks. Picture by John Traill

It was a busy schedule for the evening 
as	 there	 was	 a	 raffle	 for	 a	 basket	 of	
goods donated by Energex, a cruise 
raffle	donated	by	Harvey	World	Travel	
Bribie Island, and a Book Launch “Hip 
Hip Hooray” by Jane Loxton.
Alan Blackman, Mary Brown, Ray 
Fox and Cheryl Fullgrabe were also 
given recognition of service with a 
presentation	of	a	Plaque	or	Certificate.

Inset: Lyn Heater draws the winning ticket for 
the Energex Prize Basket.  Above: Winner Stacey 

Samuels. Picture by Peter McNamara

New member Lyn Heater draws the 
winning ticket for the Energex Prize 
Basket. Winner Stacey was thrilled, “I 
never	win	anything!	We	only	bought	
three	 tickets!”	 Stacey	 is	 looking	
forward to sharing her prize with her 
family.

Roslyn from Harvey World Travel 
Bribie	 Island	 confirms	 the	 winner	
of their generously donated Cruise 
Raffle.	 Lucky	 D’Aguilar	 resident	
Frances Litt won the prize.
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Jane Loxton launches her book “Hip Hip 
Hooray” Picture by Peter McNamara

Local author Jane Loxton launched 
her book “Hip Hip Hooray” at VMR 
Bribie’s Sunset Drinks. Jane has self 
published this book and all proceeds 
will be donated to Australian Rotary 
Health for the Ian Loxton Pancreatic 
Cancer Research Scholarship.

Above: Allan Blackman receives a plaque from 
Commodore Wayne Sclater & Vice Commodore 
Bob Skinner for his great work in reshaping & 

editing our Baywatch Magazine. 
Picture by Peter McNamara

Above: Cheryl Fullgrabe receives a plaque from 
Commodore Wayne Sclater & Vice Commodore 
Bob Skinner for her wonderful work done as our 

Public Relations Officer. Picture by Peter McNamara

Above: Mary Brown receives a plaque in 
appreciation for the great work she has done at 

and around the base. Inset: Ray Fox is presented 
with a Certificate of Appreciation for his tireless 

efforts around the Base. Pictures by Peter McNamara 
& John Traill
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can be recirculated. I shoot the gravel 
into a bucket once the pump is full of 
gravel and pan it off once it is full. 
The sucking action ensures that all the 
gravel is removed from the crevice, 
especially when it is combined with 
the blasting action when the pump is 
pushed down rapidly.
Some	 of	 the	 best	 Yabbie	 catching	
areas locally are directly out the front 
the VMR at low tide and opposite at 
Spinnaker Sound at low tide. 

Fishing Tips
Peter McNamara

Fisherman for years have been 
searching for the best bait spending 
thousands of dollars to catch the local 
seafood. If you live anywhere near 
mud	flats	 they	are	 there	waiting	 to	be	
collected for free. 
Yabbies	 are	 a	 good	 universal	 bait	 for	
whiting	,	bream	and	flathead.
All	you	need	is	Yabbie	Pump	and	some	
muscles.
It is great fun to take the kids along to 
pick up the yabbies. 

When	 used	 by	 fishermen,	 the	Yabbie	
pump  it is inserted in the mud where 
Yabbie	holes	have	been	found	and	the	
operator pulls the shaft up to create a 
vacuum which sucks the little blighters 
out of their holes and into the tube. The 
tube is then removed from the sand/
mud and “squirted” onto the ground. 
The yabbies thrash around for a bit 
and are then scooped up ready for use 
as bait. They are excellent for Bream 
and Whiting. In Brisbane, yabbies sell 
for	about	20cents	each	and	the	Yabbie	
Pump sells for about $40.00. 
The same principle is used when 
sucking out gold and dirt from crevices 
where water is present. The pump can 
be used where there is only a little water 
as they don’t require much more than a 
ten litre bucket to work in and the water 
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A Little Light Relief

Everyone seems to be in such a hurry to scream ‘racism’ these days. 
A customer asked, “In what aisle could I find the Irish sausage?”
 The assistant asks, “Are you Irish?”

 The guy, clearly offended, says, “Yes I am. But let me ask you something.
 If I had asked for Italian sausage, would you ask me if I was Italian?
 Or if I had asked for German Bratwurst, would you ask me if I was German?
 Or if I asked for a kosher hot dog would you ask me if I was Jewish?
 Or if I had asked for a Taco, would you ask if I was Mexican?
 Or if I asked for Polish sausage, would you ask if I was Polish?”

 The assistant says, “No, I probably wouldn’t.”
 The guy says, “Well then, because I asked for Irish sausage, why did you ask 
me if I’m Irish?”
 The assistant replied, “Because you’re in Bunnings.”

Why We Love Children 
A certain little girl, when asked her name, would reply, I’m Mr. Sugarbrown’s 
daughter.’Her mother told her this was wrong, she must say, ‘I’m Jane Sugar-
brown..’ The Vicar spoke to her in Sunday School, and said, ‘Aren’t you 
Mr. Sugarbrown’s daughter?’She replied, ‘I thought I was, but mother says I’m 
not.’ 
 
A little girl asked her mother, ‘Can I go outside and play with the boys?’ 
Her mother replied, ‘No, you can’t play with the boys, they’re too rough.’ 
The little girl thought about it for a few moments and asked, 
If I can find a smooth one, can I play with him?’ 
 
A little girl goes to the barber shop with her father.. 
She stands next to the barber chair, while her dad gets his hair cut, eating a 
snack cake. The barber says to her,  ‘Sweetheart, you’re gonna get hair on 
your muffin.’ She says, ‘Yes, I know, and I’m gonna get boobs too.’
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Radio Course

Commodore Wayne Sclater presented 
Mike Strange with a VMR Plaque at 
the VHF Radio Course held at the base 
on 27th and 28th of April  2013. 
Mike has been a member of VMR 
for over twenty years in a variety of 
roles  and will be shortly moving back 
to New Zealand. The Commodore 
thanked him for his service to VMR. 
Mike has also been a regular instructor 
at the Radio Courses for many years. 

The three instructors at the VHF Radio Course held at the base on 27th and 28th of April by chance were 
all x  Kiwi’s. LtoR Larry Hooper, Mike Strange and Dennis O’Neill. Picture by Peter McNamara . 

Picture  by Peter McNamara
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The Bay Watch Classifieds
Positions Vacant
Volunteers to join and assist VMR Bribie Island 
to provide a valuable service to the boating 
community.  We need more volunteers so please if 
you can spare time: Telephone 3408 7596 Today

Contributors to Bay Watch 
Stories, articles, photographs and jokes welcome. 
Email: baywatch@vmrbribie.com

Make a Difference
Ticket sellers for the RSL, every second Friday 
5pm - 8pm. Very rewarding, lots of fun. Phone 
John Grubb 3410 7449 or Mob 0417 635 093. 

Ticket Sellers 
Required for Sylvan Beach Hotel. 1 hour one 
Friday night a month, a real hoot and lots of 
banter. Phone Arvo Jaavue on 3410 7198. 

Tenors Needed
Do	you	sing	on	your	boat?	If	so	Tenors	who	can	
harmonise with other male voices are needed to 
join the Gleemen. Tel 3408 7858 if interested.

Archiving of Early Beginnings
Betty Snell is looking for past dedicated members 
and their connection to VMR for archiving of 
early beginnings of the organisation. 
Contact Betty on 5497 5168 

Advertise in Baywatch
Advertise your business in Bay Watch in colour 
or black and white at very competitive rates. 
Contact Steve Robinson on 3408 1677 or the sub-
editors Peter McNamara on 5497 6087 
or Betty Snell 5497 5168 
or email baywatch@vmrbribie.com

Public Notices
Base Room Bookings
Utilise our wonderful facilities and world class 
views at the VMR Base for your next function 
or meeting. Bookings can be made through the 
Booking	Officer	Mary	Brown	5496	8000.	

Baywatch Deadlines
Please send correspondence and articles to the 
editor: baywatch@vmrbribie.com. Deadline 
for submissions to next edition will be 19.00 
Friday, 9th August 2013

Marine Items For Sale
Advertisements in this part are free for members. If you 
would like to place a marine related sale notice, clearly 
write out details of item and email to: baywatch@
vmrbribie.com  Notices will appear for one edition only 
unless alternative arrangements are made. 

Must Sell 
6.1 Metre (20ft) Trailer Sailer, Sunmaid 20 
in Reasonable Condition, Full Set of Sails 
(5+1) & 6 hp Johnson Outboard, Reconditioned 
Trailer. 
Club Champion 2003 Bribie Island Sailing 
Club. 
Phone Allan 3410 1850. 
Best Offer.



Vic Abbey at the markets. Vic and his wife Toni are great fundraisers for VMR Bribie. 

Fundraising Heros
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It has been a particular quite time on the radio over the last few months due to 
bad weather on weekends But we have still managed to Log 
On  nearly 1000 vessels since the 1st of January. 2013
We ran another successful VHF Radio Course on the  27th and 
28th of April. 2013 with over 20 candidates. My thanks must 
go to Dennis O’Neil, Larry Hooper and Mike Strange  for their 
great work on the course. 
Sadly this was Mike Strange last course as he is moving back 
to New Zealand and will he be missed. Mike has put in over 
twenty years’ service with VMR Bribie in many different roles. We wish Mike and 
Carol all the best for the future .
I had some good feedback on last issue article on GPS Positions being given from 
Mobile Phones .It obvious to me as more and more boaties buy smart phones that 
this problem will increase. 
The VMR Radio Operators Handbook has been updated and printed thanks to our 
Commodore .
We have set up a procedure in the Radio Room for obtaining written permission to 
board unmanned drifting vessels with MSQ and the Water Police. VMR must have 
approval to board any unmanned vessels, even if they are heading for the Bribie 
Bridge.
We are looking forward to some good boating weather so don.t forget Log On with 
the radio room on VHF Channel 73 or 27Mhz Channel 90. 

Radio Officer’s Report
Peter MacNamara

Kenneth Hayward
Ken was a long term member of

Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie Island.
Our thoughts are with you, 

may you rest in Peace.
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TICKET SELLERS 
NEEDED

Please ring Arvo Jaavue 
on 3410 7198 

if you can assist FOR 
ONE Friday per month. 

STANDBY HELPERS are 
also needed.

Hotel Raffles Roster - Volunteers Needed!
7/06/2013 Doug Tutt  Arvo Jaavuo Barry Neill  Greg Saunders 
14/06/2013 Paul jones Geoff Condon David Smith Vacant
21/06/2013 Les Harber peter Poteri Vacant Rob Hart
28/06/2013 Allan Tranter Jose Sacramento Steven Doyle Karen Doyle
5/07/2013 Doug Tutt N/A Arvo Jaavuo Barry Neill  Greg Saunders 
12/07/2013 Paul Jones Geoff Condon David Smith Vacant
19/07/2013 Les Harber peter Porteri Vacant Rob Hart
26/07/2013 Allan Tranter Jose Sacramento Steven Doyle Karen Doyle
2/08/2013 Goug Tutt  Arvo Jaavuo Barry Neill Greg Saunders
9/08/2013 Paul Jones Geoff Condon David Smith vacant
16/08/2013 Les Harber Peter Porteri Vacant Rob Hart
23/08/2013 Allan Tranter Jose Sacramento Steven Doyle Karen Doyle
30/08/2013 Les Harber Peter Porteri Vacant Rob Hart

Notice
Whilst every care is taken 

by the Editor of Bay Watch, 
no responsibility is accepted 
for material submitted, the 
accuracy of the information 
in the text, illustrations, or 
advertisements contained 
herein. The opinions ex-

pressed are not necessarily 
those of the editor or the Ex-
ecutive  committee of VMR 

Bribie Island - Editor

Weekend Crew Roster for 2013
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Commodore Wayne Sclater 3408 4087
Vice Commodore Bob Skinner 3408 2889
Secretary Peter Morton 
Treasurer Adrian Westerman  5497 5513
Membership Secretary Anita Hudson 3408 0491
Management Committee Maurie Doyle 34100882
 Denis Ezzy 34082963
 Peter McNamara 5497 6087
 Clint Fullgrabe 0417 610 809  
Crew Controller Vacant -
Unit Resource Controller Clint Fullgrabe 0417 610 809  
Public Relations Officer John Traill 0407 537 323 
Radio Officer Peter McNamara 5497 6087  
Assistant Radio Officer Dennis O’Neil 3410 8330
Bay Watch Editor Herb Coleman 54295214
Editors Assistants Peter McNamara 5497 6087
 Betty Snell 5497 5168

Health & Safety Advisor Graeme Symons 3351 5857
Training Co-ordinator Hans Lubbers 0427 179 888 

Booking Officer Mary Brown 0401 699 679

Sub-Committees 
Boat Maintenance Ray Fox 3408 2657
 Bob Skinner 3408 2889 
Sponsorship Coordinators Denis Ezzy 3408 2963
 Maurie Doyle 3410 0882
 
Social Committee: Chair Cheryl Robinson  3408 1677
Social Committee: Deputy Chair Janine Jaavuo  3410 7198
Building & Projects Bob Skinner 3408 2889

Volunteer Marine Rescue 
Association Moreton Bay
Zone Delegate Bob Skinner 3408 2889

Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie Island Inc.
Office Bearers and Committee 2012 - 2013






