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So far this year I have been involved in a num-
ber of assists. Mostly they have been the usual 
breakdowns or out of fuel. I still get a chuckle 
thinking about the out of fuel call I had where 
the reason was “I only bought the boat last 
week and the bloke assured me the tank was 
full” 
There were however 3 other calls I was in-
volved in this year that were far more serious. 

The first was a Saturday night at the start of 
the year when there was a report of a man fall-
ing from a houseboat near Donnybrook, pos-
sibly hitting his head and disappearing. Bob 
Skinner, Ray Gibbs and I responded to the call 
and took Energex Bribie 3 out to Donnybrook 
to investigate the call. When we got there we 
were assured that the call was genuine and 
although we had trouble with the radio and 
searchlight we had a quick look around with 
no success. As there were also some other 
boats searching Bob made the call that we re-
turn to base, grab a hand held radio and light 
from one of the other boats and get an extra 
crew together and provide two boats for the 
search. 

When we got back to base Bob stayed to form 
the other crew while Ray and I went back to 
Donnybrook to resume the search. By the time 
we got back there were about 6 other boats 
searching and with Energex Bribie 1 soon to 
join in Ray and I had a think about the elapsed 
time and the tide and elected to search about a 
mile or so to the south. We went south along 
the island for about a mile and a bit then turned 
back to do a sweep along the sand bank along 
the western side of the channel. We had not 
travelled far when we saw an odd shape in the 
water which turned out to be the gentleman 
we were looking for. Unfortunately he had 

drowned from 
his accident. 
While we were 
not able to save 
him we were 
able to save his family the anguish of waiting 
for possibly many more hours for news. We 
also were able to save the Water Police and 
others from expanding the search and commit-
ting extra vessels and helicopters 
The second was a call at 1730 on a Sunday 
afternoon. Ian Grimes, Annette Mengel and I 
responded to the call and we were instructed 
by the Water Police to join them as well as 
Coast Guard Redcliffe, VMR Sandgate and 
2 helicopters to look for a jet ski rider miss-
ing off Redcliffe. We took Energex Bribie2 
and once we joined the search I suggested to 
Water Police that we could bring Energex Bri-
bie1 out as well. This suggestion was gladly 
accepted and we were able to put another crew 
together and B1 Joined the search. Under con-
trol of Water Police we conducted multi vessel 
parallel line search off shore from Redcliffe. 
We battled a 25 knot wind and a 2.5 to 3 metre 
swell head on each northern leg of the search. 
I believe every 2nd or 3rd wave came over the 
top of B2. We did this for 6 hours returning to 
base around 1 am after the search was called 
off for the night. The missing rider was found 
the next day off Redcliffe and he too had un-
fortunately drowned in the rough conditions 
Finally last night I was called out to an over-
due hire boat. The boat with 2 POBs was 
nearly 2 hours over due and the operator was 
unable to find them himself after trying for an 
hour. Allan Tranter, Ray Gibbs and I launched 
Energex Bribie3 into a 15+ knot SE wind and 
an outgoing tide. The hire boat had no torch or 
radio and their mobile phone was flat. As the  
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Our “High Tea” afternoon in March was 
very well supported beyond all expectations.  
Ladies from Brisbane and the Sunshine Coast 
travelled to Bribie Island to attend and the 
feedback we had on the day and in weeks to 
follow has been overwhelming. They can’t 
wait till the next one.  A HUGE thank you to 
all the Ladies of the Social Committee for your 
tireless few days to make it an outstanding 
success.

The cake and variety stall we had at the Uniting 
Church “Trash & Treasure Trove” was again 
well worth it. Many thanks to everyone who 
donated items etc.

There has been three self-catered Birthday 
Parties held in our Function Room in May 
and all Patrons have been very happy with the 
service offered by the Social Committee and 
Bar Staff to make their special day memorable.

On Sunday May 18th we will be providing a 
Light Lunch for 40 people of the “Standard 

& Triumph Car Club of NSW” after their 
morning cruise on the Ferryman.

Don’t forget our “State of Origin” nights again 
this year, the first being on Wednesday, May 
28th commencing at 6pm. Pies, Hotdogs and 
Toasted Sandwiches will be on sale.  Come in 
your Team Colours and watch the game on the 
big screen.

Sunset Drinks in May will be a BBQ style 
night. 

Burgers $5.00,  Sausage & onion on a roll 
$3.00.  There will be no entry fee this month, 
but the usual raffle will still be held. Come 
along between 5 & 8pm  and enjoy the 
friendships while supporting VMR Bribie.

 

BOAT & JET SKI LICENCE COURSES 

         

1300 695 423      
www.boatjetskilicence.com.au 

2014 Winter Course dates at V.M.R. Bribie Island base: 
Sunday 25th May 2014  Sunday 6th July 2014   Sunday 10th August 2014  
Servicing: Caloundra, Redcliffe, Wynnum, Somerset, Atkinson & Borumba Dams 

     
 

continued from page 3.
boat hire operator had looked in Ningi Creek 
and then along the beach back to Spinnaker we 
formed the opinion that the wind would push 
the tinny NW against the oyster leases, Par-
rot Island or towards Toorbul We started our 
search at the mouth of Ningi and proceeded 
along the oyster banks. 
We had taken 2 of the much larger spotlights 
from B1 and with 2 lookouts we were able to 
scan a reasonably large area. After about half 
an hour we saw a blue shape in the distance 
and as we got closer we were able to confirm 
that it was the missing boat. It had ended up 
high and dry on Parrot Island amongst some 
large rocks covered in oysters. As it was not 

possible to land or retrieve the boat due to 
the oysters we found a patch of mud some 30 
metres away where we could beach B3. One 
of our crew then walked through ankle deep 
mud to reach the stranded boat. The missing 
persons were still in the boat and other than 
one having some cut feet from the oysters and 
1 or 2 mossie bites were extremely pleased to 
see us. They had been stranded for 3 hours and 
were starting to worry. As it was still 2 hours 
before the low tide they would have otherwise 
had a 5 or 6 hour wait before the boat could 
be refloated. After securing the hire boat they 
were escorted back to B3 and returned to base. 
The entire trip out, search, rescue and return to 
base took an hour. 

Social Committee Report
Cheryl Robinson

VMR Bribie welcomes the following new members.
Please make them feel at home, and we hope to see you at the next Sunset Drinks.

Allan Barraud
Brad Stewart
Bruce Andersen
Bruce Welk
Chris Emslie
David Johnston
David Richardson
Fiorrella Walsh
Frank Miano
Gary Harris
Giuseppe Gervasi
Glen Reeve
Greg Rigby
Ian Lynch
Jad Stipanovic
Jamie Grant
Jamie Morson
Jason Schutt
John Callow
John Forrester
Ken Donald
Les Oldmeadow

Malcolm White
Michael Evans
Nicole Eyre
Peter Deasy
Richard Holmes
Robert McDonald
Rod Little
Roger Wills
Scott Jackson
Scott Macdonald
Susan Rothbrust
Tom Cooper
Tom Taylor
Andrew Pittas
Ashley Scott
Brent Rigg
Brian Freier
Clyde Leetwood
Craig  Walker
Dan Anici
David  Oakroot
David Diamond

Geoff Longland
Glen Kendrick
John Cridland
John Gemmell
John Griffin
John McAuliffe
John Reid
Juergen Rieger
Kelvin O’Donnell
Lance Kent
Loris Roubin
Michael Mahon
Patrick Dwyer
Paul Hagger
Peter Morrison
Ray Godfrey
Ron Matlik
Ross Watson
Rudy Moeller
Ryan Spears
Tony Lawson
Warwick Cranch
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Vale Rob Darlington - VMR Red Saturday Crew Member
Peter Raymont

Robert Darlington 
joined Air Sea 
Rescue Bribie 
Island, on the 15th. 
of April, 1998. 
At that time we 
trained regularly 
with rescue 
helicopters, which 
would drop one of 
their crewmen into 
our boat while we 
were underway and then retrieve them. The 
name of our organization was later changed 
to Volunteer Marine Rescue, Bribie Island. 
Rob was assigned to the Blue Saturday Crew, 
of which I was the Vessel Commander. That 
began a friendship between Rob, myself 
and the other members of the crew that has 
never wavered over the years. 
Rob was valuable addition to the organi-
zation. He was a professional in the boat-
ing industry, providing computer designed 
graphics for large and small vessels. You 
can view some of his work by looking at 
the graphics he installed on our own Rescue 
Vessels. Rob was also extremely competent 
in the use of fibre glass. Consequently, he 
was called upon on a number of occasions 
to repair damage to our vessels. 
Prior to joining Volunteer Marine Rescue, 
Rob was involved in sailing and power boat 
racing, and gained an excellent knowledge 
of marine engines. As well, he had more 
than a passing knowledge of the bay and 
adjoining waters. Right from the start Rob 
volunteered for the call out roster. For the 
uninitiated, we have radio operators oper-
ating in daylight hours seven days a week. 

The base is only manned by a full crew dur-
ing daylight hours on weekends and public 
holidays. Thus the call out roster for crews 
covers seven nights a week and generally 
the five weeks days. Call out crews are con-
tacted by phone to man the vessels both day 
and night to effect rescues, medical emer-
gencies, etc. Although he worked during the 
day, Rob was never too tired to put his name 
down for the night shift crew roster. I would 
venture to say, that over the years Rob at-
tended more night call outs than any other 
member of the organization. 
Some years ago Bribie VMR used to con-
duct a major raffle each year. The prize was 
a marine vessel, motor and trailer. The main 
avenue for selling the raffle tickets at that 
time was to tow the vessel to the Brisbane 
Boat show, which was held for a week in the 
Brisbane Convention centre. As quite a few 
of the Blue Saturday crew were employed, 
I suggested that we attend the convention 
centre as a crew on the Saturday, or Sunday 
and sell tickets. Rob never missed one of 
these days. He even made up a sign, signify-
ing that the bunch of gentlemen selling the 
tickets were from the Blue Saturday Crew. 
Speaking of signs, I remember another one 
that he placed on the base pontoon. There 
had been a number of incidents, where 
crews had a mishap with a rocky bottom 
damaging a propeller. For some reason these 
were not reported on the log. Next thing a 
sign appeared, warning crews to be aware 
of the propeller eating crabs lurking under 
the pontoon. He had a sense of humour for 
all occasions. 
Rob had a special affinity for our present 

major vessel Bribie 1. Prior to this vessel 
being purchased, he was chosen to be part of 
the boat replacement group. He spent a lot of 
time ensuring that the vessel we purchased 
was the best we could get for the available 
money. As it turned out, he and the others 
in the group had made a great choice. Rob 
was with us on Saturday, 8th. January, 2005, 
when we were called out before daylight, to 
take part in a search for a Victorian man. 
He had fallen overboard from the cruise 
ship Pacific Sky, at 2.30am. that morning 
approximately 3 nautical miles from Calo-
undra. We searched between Caloundra and 
North of Mooloolaba in 3 metre seas and 30 
knot winds and gusting from the south east. 
Unfortunately, the man was never found. In 
the afternoon we were stood down by the 
search controller. By that time we were low 
on fuel and went into Mooloolaba. Of course 
we were a call out crew, tumbled out of our 
beds to attend, and didn’t have a brass razoo 
between us. I still remember Rob looking in 
his pocket and saying “its okay. I have my 
credit card” 
All of us on that crew agreed, that we now 
had a great offshore rescue vessel. Bribie 
1 was commissioned fifteen days later, on 
the 23rd January2005. On June 25th, 2005, 
Blue Saturday was tasked to sail Bribie 1 to 
Southport. We were to take part in a photo 
shoot on the broad water of recue vessels 
running Suzuki Four Stroke Outboards. We 
were there to represent Bribie Island VMR, 
at the commissioning by the Queensland 
Governor of a new Noosa cat for the South-
port-Surfers Paradise VMR. The photo of 
the six VMR vessels travelling in forma-

tion on that day has been often displayed 
on the front cover of the official journal of 
the VMR association, Queensland. Rob was 
one of our crew and excelled in his naviga-
tion through areas that we were not famil-
iar with. In 2008 Rob was invited to join 
the Trask and Brothers Racing Formula 1 
Power Boat team He travelled overseas to 
various race meets during 2008 and 2009. 
As soon as he came home, he was back with 
the VMR. The years rolled on. Rob was el-
evated to off shore coxswain and continued 
on the night callouts and duty with the regu-
lar Blue Saturday crew. 
However, this dedication to the organization 
did not come without personal costs. One 
night he was called out to a yacht that had 
been swept under the Bribie bridge in heavy 
weather. In an attempt to get a tow line on it, 
he boarded the vessel. The trampoline was 
defective and collapsed under his weight, 
breaking his wrist. Three years ago he was 
afflicted with a serious illness but continued 
to serve on crew. In the latter part of 2013, 
whilst attempting to secure his berthing ves-
sel, he broke an ankle. That ended his active 
service. 
Rob was universally liked and respected 
by everyone that knew him at the VMR. To 
all of us on Blue Saturday, we have been 
blessed by his company and friendship. 
One of his last wishes was for his ashes to 
be transported to the Brisbane River aboard 
Bribie 1 and then scattered on its waters. I 
sincerely hope that the management com-
mittee of Bribie VMR repay his outstanding 
service, by complying with this wish. Good 
bye old friend. Rest in peace.
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General Safety Obligation
The master of the vessel is the licensed 
operator of the vessel at the time.  As 
master of a vessel you have a general 
safety obligation imposed on you by 
legislation in the Transport Operations 
(Marine Safety) Act 1994 as follows:
Ensure your ship is safe.  This means 
you must perform pre-start checks prior 
(preferably the day before) to use to ensure 
your vessel is in a seaworthy condition.  
Pre-start checks include but are not 

limited to 
checking  
your boat 
like - hull 
condition, 
bungs are 
in, engine 

condition, propeller 
condition, oil level, 
fuel level, steering 
operational, battery 
charge level, marine 
radio operational (if 
fitted) etc.

Ensure your ship is properly equipped.  
Prior to use we should check all safety 
and other equipment to ensure it is aboard, 
stowed correctly and in good working 
condition.  Some additional equipment 
you may wish to 
carry onboard is 
as follows but not 
limited to, a First Aid 
kit, tools, spare spark 
plugs, fuel filter, 
wet weather jackets, 
additional drinking water, etc.  Safety 
equipment such as life jackets must be in 
serviceable condition and stowed in an 
accessible place and signed if not visible 
in your boat.  Safety equipment like flares 

and EPIRB’s have and expiry date and 
these dates need to be checked to ensure 
they are 
c u r r e n t 
otherwise 
we may get 
a fine from 
the Water 
Police.

Ensure your ship is properly crewed.  
Smaller boats can be launched & retrieved 
and operated on our own.  Larger boats 
we need more people as crew to assist us 
in handling the boat at times (eg. docking, 
anchoring, etc.).  When towing a water-
skier we are required by legislation to 
have a competent ski observer aboard that 
is 12 years old or over.  The observer must 
watch the skier at all times and pass on 
signals to you as the master and give hand 
signals to other boats and the skier as well.

Ensure your vessel is operated in a safe 
manner.
This means you must operate your boat 
safely by observing all local marine 

rules, Collision Regulations, knowing 
and understanding the IALA Buoyage 
system, exercising good seamanship by 
being patient and considerate of others on 
the water.  Also we must keep in mind the 

drink driving rules apply 
on the water the same as on 
the land and your allowed 
blood alcohol concentration 
as master of your boat is 
under .05% at all times.
In Queensland legislation 
you must be licensed to operate a boat with 
an operational engine fitted that is over 6 
hp.  Registration is required if your motor 
is over 4 hp.
The new 
o p t i o n 
which is 
r a p i d l y 
b e c o m i n g 
popular is 
the online 
Boat and Jetski Licence Course.  With 
this option you do the theory component 
of the course at home on your computer.  
On completion of this online course you 
then contact your training provider and 
book in to attend your assessment session.  
In this session with your training provider 
you only have to do your Maritime 
Safety Queensland written test and your 
practical training and assessment in their 
boat or Jetski.  On completion, take your 
Statement of Competency issued by your 
training provider to a Transport and Main 
Roads Customer Service Centre for issue 
of your licence.   For more information 
visit our website: www.boatjetskilicence.
com.au  

Safe boating
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VMR - GOOD FRIDAY 2014
Another holiday and Green Composite 
crew started the day as always with open-
ing up all three ves-
sels in readiness for 
what the day would 
bring, a lovely sun-
ny, windless day 
that would have 
every Tom, Dick, 
Harry, the dog, cat 
and budgie going 
off in their boats 
for the usual rea-
sons – should be a 
busy day! 

After coffee we 
received a request 
from a distraught 
father whose boat 
had broken down just out of Spinnaker 
Sound Marina as he was on his way to 
collect three young lads plus all their gear 
from the camping grounds at Mission 
Point. He needed us to collect the boys 
on his behalf as he obviously could not go 
(water pump break down) and he had no 
communications with the boys to advise 
them of his plight. We decided that this 
would be a good PR exercise as well as a 
training exercise so we advised the father 
that we would assist.

Energex Bribie 2 and Energex Bribie 3 left 
the base and made their way to Mission 
Point, lots of boats on the waterways and 
heaps anchored at Mission Point but we 
found space to hold EB2 offshore and 

EB 3 went to the shore to find the lads. 
A quick scout around by the crew located 

the boys who were under the assumption 
that Dad was coming tomorrow not today 
so after a quick phone call we were told 
by Dad that today was end of camping 
day and the lads were to vacate the camp 
site. The boys did have two small tinnies 
however in their enthusiasm over the past 
5 days they had used all of their fuel and 
definitely needed a tow home. Either way, 
there was too much gear for the tinnies.

After a bit of consternation the boys 
commenced packing up but it was going 
to be sometime before they would be 
ready to leave. Even the crab pots were 
still out in the water so we advised the 
youngsters that we would come back at 

1400 hours to collect them and thus they 
would have plenty time to sort themselves 
out, to which they gladly agreed. EB 3 and 
EB 2 left Mission Point and returned to 
base for and early crew lunch so we could 
do some training after lunch and be at 
Mission Point at the allotted time. 
The lads’ parents were notified of 
our plans and they promised to be at 
Spinnaker sound marina boat ramp 
to collect the lads in the afternoon. 

In the afternoon EB 3 and EB 2 
made their way back to Mission 
Point and found the lads ready 
for transport. There was a lot of 
gear to pack so EB3 took a lot of 
the camping equipment and each 
VMR vessel towed a dinghy and 

proceeded to Spinnaker Boat ramp. The 
grateful parents were informed and met 
our vessels at the ramp to collect the boys, 
assist unloading EB 3 and to provide 
many thanks for our assistance.

Radio Room Hours...

Our radio room will be manned from 0500-1800hrs, 365 days a year.
Our 24 hour emergency number: 07 3408 7596

It will be the best call you make all day
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VMR at Anzac Day Another Commercial Coxwain for VMR Bribie

VMR members lining up for the 
start of the Anzac Day March. 
Picture by Peter McNamara

VMR Vice Commodore 
Annette Mengel Leading the 
VMR  members in the Anzac 
Day March. Picture by Peter 
McNamara 

VMR member John Traill wearing 
his father’s medals in the Anzac 
Day March . Picture by Peter 
McNamara

Vice Commodore Annette Mengel (left) and John Burge (right) congratulate John 
Burdett on his attainment of Commercial Coxswain. 

John joined VMR Bribie Island around 15 
years ago when he came to live on Bri-
bie Island and had successfully completed 
the formal requirements for commercial 
coxswain through North Brisbane TAFE 
some time ago and recently completed the 
MSQ assessment which meets both State 
and National requirements.

John worked with a number of Skippers 
while undertaking both experience and 
training, two such skippers include John 
Burge and Col Batchelor. He has been a 
member of the executive of VMR Bribie 
on a several occasions and held the po-
sition of Unit Training Coordinator for a 
number of years.

In his role as a teacher he teaches a num-
ber of subjects including the year 11 and 
12 courses in Marine Studies. According-
ly John is a very good mentor and trainer 
of new VMR trainees and has been a long 
time participant and skipper in the “call 
out” process.

His lifetime of boating, dingy sailing in 
his early years, and off-shore fishing in 
later years all along the Queensland coast 
makes him a valuable and experienced re-
source for the Squadron.

His skills as a ‘chippie’ have been put to 
good effect from time to time around the 
VMR Bribie base.
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• BISTRO & BARCODE CAFE  • LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
• BRIBIE’S BIGGEST SELECTION OF POKER MACHINES

• KENO & TAB  • WEDDING & EVENT FACILITIES
• GECKO’S KIDS CLUB • DIGGERS BOTTLESHOP

• COURTESY BUS 7 DAYS
 
FOR SALE   PHONE LIZ on 54975168  
 EXCELLENT CONDITION 
A BARGAIN AT $1500  
new price around $5000 
ALL THE EXTRAS INCLUDE 
SIDE RAILS - OVERHEAD RAIL:( REMOTE 
CONTROL   FOR RISE AND FALL ) BACK 
AND FEET REST CHANGES, ALL AT THE 
PRESS OF A BUTTON. GOOD QUALITY 
WHITE SHEETS, (ON WHEELS FOR  EASY 
MOVING) 
 

For Sale...
Boat For Sale
4.8 M (15’ 6”) CRUISE CRAFT 
EASY RIDER BOAT WITH 75 H.P. 
SUZUKI MOTOR, FISH FINDER, 
27 MHz RADIO, V SHEEET AND 
FLARES, LIFE JACKETS  (4), 
HAND HELD GPS, ANCHOR, 
CHAIN AND ROPE, 30 l METAL 
FUEL TANK
Price $8000.00 Neg.
Phone: 34080738
Mobile:0419732760

 
FOR SALE   PHONE LIZ on 54975168  
 EXCELLENT CONDITION 
A BARGAIN AT $1500  
new price around $5000 
ALL THE EXTRAS INCLUDE 
SIDE RAILS - OVERHEAD RAIL:( REMOTE 
CONTROL   FOR RISE AND FALL ) BACK 
AND FEET REST CHANGES, ALL AT THE 
PRESS OF A BUTTON. GOOD QUALITY 
WHITE SHEETS, (ON WHEELS FOR  EASY 
MOVING) 
 



admin@islandbodyworks.com.au













    































 

Providing personal & professional service for  

all your legal & business needs 

 

Proudly local since 1996 

 

 

 

Shop 11, 9 Toorbul Street, Bongaree 

Phone: 3408 0999 
www.filesstibbe.com.au 
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Fox on the Run...

Sunset DrinksMaurie Biela thanking Ray Fox for his many 
years of service as crewmember on Blue Sunday. 
Ray will continue to have an association with the 
Blue Sunday Crew as their Duty Officer. Picture 
by Peter McNamara.

Ray Fox being thanked by the  Blue Sunday and 
the Vice Commodore Annette Mengel after retiring 
from boat duties . Ray will continue to have an 
association with the Blue Sunday Crew as their 
Duty Officer. Picture by Peter McNamara.

Robert Minns ( maintenance crew/radio operator 
/barman) all smiles after receiving his Local 
Knowledge certificate from Vice Commodore 
Annette Mengel  at the Sunset drinks held on 
Friday May the 2nd of May.  Picture by P.Mc.

Derek Wright ( Radio Operator/Fund raiser ) 
all smiles after receiving his Local Knowledge 
certificate from Vice Commodore Annette Mengel  
at the Sunset drinks held on Friday May the 2nd 
of May.  Picture by Peter McNamara

Derek Wright ( Ra-
dio Operator/Fund 
raiser ) ) all smiles 
after receiving his 
Local Knowledge 
certificate from 
Vice Commodore 
Annette Mengel  at 
the Sunset drinks 
held on Friday 
May the 2nd of 
May.  Picture by 
Peter McNamara

The magnificent Sunset at the Sunset drinks held 
on Friday May the 2nd of May.  Picture by Peter 
McNamara

Craig Marriot 
VMR new crew 
member and 
who works for 
Variety Bash 
presents Vice 
Commodore 
Annette Mengel 
with a thank 

you certificate after their recent visit to VMR 
Bribie where we presented then with a cheque for 
$250 and put on a lunch for them at the Sunset 
drinks held on Friday May the 2nd of May.  Pic-
ture by Peter McNamara

VMR Bribie’s 
URC Ross Jones 
presenting radio 
operator John 
Kearnes with his 
local knowl-
edge certificate. 
Picture by Peter 
McNamara

Ron Aquilina 
being presented 
with his ten year 
service certificate 
from Vice Com-
modore Annette 
Mengel  at the 
Sunset drinks 
held on Friday 
May the 2nd of 
May.  Picture by 
Peter McNamara

Tex Howarth  after receiving his latest certifi-
cate  from Vice Commodore Annette Mengel  at 
the Sunset drinks held on Friday May the 2nd of 
May.  Picture by Peter McNamara

Graham Patrick  
all smiles after 
receiving his latest 
certificate from 
Vice Commodore 
Annette Mengel  at 
the Sunset drinks 
held on Friday 
May the 2nd of 
May.  Picture by 
Peter McNamara
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A week at VMR Bribie Island

Graham Patrick (left) with his sister in law 
Margaret and brother Kevin (from Auckland) 
at Sunset Drinks on Friday, Graham had just 
celebrated his 70th birthday on Thursday.

Michelle Abil 
(centre) and 
her models.

Some of the many satisfied participants in 
the VMR’s first attempt at a High Tea.

The Social Committee in full preparation mode..

The ladies also enjoyed the million dollars views 
of Pumicestone passage from the comfort of the 
Function Room at VMR Bribie Island.

Vice Commodore Annette Mengel and Coxswain 
Steve Kiely present Maurie Biela with his Senior 
Coxswain epaulette badges.
Maurie who lives at Woorim with his wife Nalda 
has been somewhat of a fixture around the Base, 
joining VMR in 2005 he has served as Competent 
Crew, Duty Officer, Coxswain, Bar Staff, Boat 
and Grounds Maintenance, Fund Raising and on 
the Committee of Management. He is also a keen 
yachtie, being also a member of the Bribie Island 
Yacht Club, with his orange trailer/sailer called 
“Stormbird”. He has also served the Yacht Club 
as Treasurer.

Vice President of Variety Queensland, The Chil-
drens Charity, and crew member of VMR Bribie 
Island Craig Marriott presents Vice Commodore 
Annette Mengel with a framed certificate of appre-
ciation and photos for hosting the Yamaha Variety 
Jet Trek for lunch and the donation of profits from 
the day to the Variety Queensland The Children’s 
Charity.

Vice Commodore Annette Mengel with the Blue 
Sunday Crew, from left, Ray Fox, Annette, Ray 
Gibb, Maurie Biela, Adrian Westerman,   and 
Steve Kiely.

Ron Aquilina and family, from left Lauren, Wife 
Maryanne and Meagan at Sunset Drinks, Ron was 
presented an overdue Long Service Certificate, 
having served some 9 years with Sandgate (VMR 
Brisbane) and some 6 years with VMR Bribie.

High Tea with the Social Committee

The Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie Is-
land Social Committee hosted a High Tea 
for 74 ladies at the Base Function Room 
on Saturday Afternoon 15th March 2014. 
A wonderful spread of delicacies rang-
ing from petite club sandwiches, bite size 
mini quiches to curried tuna bread cases 
was enjoyed with tea, coffee and a full bar 
service.

Some of the mouth-watering range of 
wonderfully crafted petite butterfly cup-
cakes, mini match sticks, palm sugar 
& lime cheese cake, lemon slice, mini 
scones jam & cream served for “sweets” 
at the High Tea. The large range of treats 
were all made by the ladies of the Social 
Committee, who also set up the room 
to perfection, waited on the tables and 
cleaned and washed up at the end of the 
afternoon. The day was a wonderful suc-
cess due solely to the Social Committee 
who tirelessly fund raise all year to help 
maintain the Squadron’s operations.

Michelle of Island Designs, and her band 
of lovely models put on quite a show with 
her exquisite range of fashion, which are 
all well priced and available for purchase 
at her shop at Woorim.
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Training Report
Hans Lubbers

In September 2013, VMR Bribie took on 
seven new trainees who have proven to be 
keen learners on their journey to “Competent 
Crew”. As a result, four Competent Crew mod-
ules were run for them earlier this year and all 
were well attended. All seven are now at Crew 
level and well on the way to gaining their sec-
ond stripe as Competent Crew.  The mid year 
training calendar has now commenced with 
four modules for Competent Crew and five for 
Senior Crew underway. 

Earlier this year we took on another 8 trainees 
who again, have been eager learners and most 
have now progressed 
to Crew status. These 
trainees are now at-
tending our mid year 
training program 
and keeping the mo-
mentum going. Our 
UTC, Hans, has been 
kept busy rolling out 
the learning and will 
remain so until late 
July.

All Crew must main-
tain a current First 
Aid and CPR certifi-
cate and a program 

has just begun to ensure this is attained. Our 
resident First Aid trainer, Ian Grimes, will be 
running First Aid and CPR courses in late June 
so keep a lookout for upcoming dates.

Congratulations must also go to our recently 
appointed Commercial Coxswains. We now 
have seven Commercial Coxswains at our 
base which must be some sort of record! They 
are: Annette Mengel, John Burge, Nathan 
Gundry, Liz Radajewski, John Burdett, Ray 
Torrelli and Stan Wood. Well done to all.

Finally, our night training program has proved 
both popular and educational for those at-
tending. Each Thursday night dedicated Cox-
swains have been taking out crew on the boats 
for night time experience. Everyone admits 
that night time travel on the water is nothing 
like that during the day and the only way to 
gain competency for night work is to train for 
it. Thank you to our Coxswains and training 
crew, the rewards will come when we receive 
a call out at 2-00 am in the middle of winter.

One of my 
neighbours gave 
me this photo  of a 
Rainbow on top of 
the VMR Building. 
I have not found 
the pot of gold.                                                                       
Regards Peter Mc

 Irish Mirror
(I hope this brightens up your day) 
 
After living in the remote countryside of Ire-
land all his life, an old Irishman decided it was 
time to visit Dublin.
 In one of the stores, he picks up a mirror and 
looks into it. Not ever having seen a mirror 
before, he remarked at the image staring back 
at him. ‘How ‘bout that! he exclaims, ‘Here’s 
a picture of my Fadder .’
 He bought the mirror thinking it was a pic-
ture of his dad, but on the way home he re-
membered his wife didn’t like his father, so he 
hung it in the shed, and every morning before 
leaving to go fishing, he would  go there and 
look at it.
 His wife began to get suspicious of his many 
trips to the shed. So, one day after her husband 
left, she went to the shed and found the mirror.
As she looked into the glass, she fumed, ‘So 
that’s the ugly bitch he’s running around with.’ 
 You have to love the Irish

Everyone’s a comedian
nowadays
Even the paramedic who was unable to resus-
citate Whitney couldn’t avoid a gag !  When  
he radioed dispatch he said:
“It’s Houston - we have a problem.”

Two elderly women were eating 
breakfast in a restaurant one  morning.
Ethel noticed something funny about Mabel’s 
ear and she said, ‘’Mabel, do you know you’ve 
got a suppository in your left ear?’
Mabel answered, ‘I have a suppository in my 
ear?’ She pulled it out and stared at it. Then 
she  said, ‘Ethel, I’m glad you saw this thing.
Now I think I know where to find my hearing 
aid.’

The Senility Prayer
Grant me the  senility to forget the people I 
never liked anyway, the good fortune to run 
into the ones I do, and the eyesight to tell the 
difference.
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Vale Brian Edwards

Family Affair for Radio Course

Brian Edwards joined VMR in the 
year 2000, his first voluntary help was 
gardening.  Brian soon became a crew 
member, obtained a Radio License and 
became a very competent Radio Operator 
on Monday until Noon as well as his usual 
week-end roster and callout Crew. 

Fundraising for 10 years with RSL was a 
great achievement for Brian and he was 
immensely proud of the funds raised.  
When Bay Watch was vacated Brian also 
took on the Editor’s position for (4 years) 
at the same time fundraising.

Brian along with his wife Kaye were 
presented with Keenest Member for their 
efforts in fundraising at RSL, Caboolture 
Markets  and the Brisbane Boat Show.  
Their dedication has been Greatly 
appreciated by VMR.

It was a family affair at the Volun-
teer Marine Rescue’s Bribie Island 
VHF Radio Course held recently at 
the VMR Base. Left to Right: Amy 
Ashton , Suzanne Ashton and Dan-
iel Ashton all sat for their MROCP 
radio licence along with 12 other 
candidates. The course is run twice a 
year as part of the VMR’s community 
service program. 

Picture by Peter McNamara

Have a blast in the boat, not at the servo.
We’ve all done it: stopped at the petrol 
station on the way to the ramp and fuelled 
up the boat.
Typically, you grab 
the bowser nozzle, 
jump into the boat or 
lean over the gunwale 
and undo the cap on 
the fuel tank and fill 
it up. Every time you 
do that, you take a big 
risk.
Fuel vapour, the stuff 
that is being forced 
out of the fuel tank as 
you put the fresh fuel in, is heavier than 
air , so as it is forced out of the tank, it 
sinks to the floor of the boat.
Have you ever stepped out of your car and 
got an electric shock as you grab the door 
handle or touched metal?
Some cars are more prone to it than oth-
ers, but it is a pretty common occurrence.
See where this is going? It’s 
pretty obvious and not a rare 
occurrence... The combina-
tion of fuel vapour and a 
spark can turn your boat into 
a bomb.
Static electricity is a major 
risk in all refuelling situa-
tions. When refuelling aircraft 
you have to connect an earth 
strap before you remove the 
filler from the bowser. It is a 
safety requirement because of the dangers 
involved.
There are a few things you can do to mi-

nimise the risk when refuelling your boat.
Before you start, make sure the car and 
everything else is turned off, so nothing 
electrical is on at all.

As you get out of the car, 
look up and down the centre 
aisle and spot the fire extin-
guisher; it’s better to have a 
mental picture of where it is 
than trying to find it in a pan-
ic situation.
Before you pick up the deliv-
ery hose, remove any static 
electricity build up you might 
have by touching something 
metal; a pole, metal fixture, 

even the car itself.
Take the portable tank out of the boat, put 
it on the ground and remove the lid before 
you pick up the delivery hose.
If you have a metal tank, make sure the 
delivery nozzle stays in contact with the 
filler ring at all times.
Don’t use a torch to look into the tank; 

remember, nothing 
electrical nearby while 
refuelling, and that in-
cludes battery operated 
equipment.
Don’t fill the tank right 
to the brim, fuel ex-
pands.
When you’ve finished, 
put the cap on so no 
fuel or vapour can es-
cape.

Refuelling a portable tank is a lot more 
dangerous than people realise. With a few 
exceptions, the dangers can be reduced.

Boating, with Dave Downie
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VMR’s First Female Vice Commodore Search and Rescue Exercise

VMR Bribie Island has recently appointed 
Bob Skinner as Commodore after acting as 
Commodore for some months, and Annette 
Mengel has taken up the challenge as Vice 
Commodore.

Vice Commodore Annette Mengel (above) is 
VMR Bribie Island’s first female Commercial 
Coxswain (with Liz Radajewski) and the first 
Female Vice Commodore. When asked what 
she would bring to the VMR as Vice Commo-
dore, Annette responded that she “would be 
concentrating on the coordination of quality 
training for everybody. Now that VMR Bribie 
Island’s training records have been audited by 
VMRAQ, it is about the next step of keeping it 
that way and progressively responding to our 
operational needs. We have just had an intake 
of new crew members and concentrating on 
ensuring their training needs to become com-
petent crew.”

Bob replaces Wayne Sclater as Commodore, 
Wayne served the Squadron well over the 
last 4 or so turbulent years. Wayne decid-
ed to step down as he worked full time and 

found he could not get the right balance to 
life, being away from home so often. Wayne 
had also been Chairman of the Central Zone 
of Volunteer Marine Rescue Association of 
Queensland. Wayne will be missed at the Base 
and at our regular committee meetings for his 
jocular and forthright nature putting most at 
ease, and particularly as he was there on a 
daily basis. Wayne remains a member and we 
look forward to seeing him around again soon. 
Commodore Bob Skinner, who has also been 
a tireless worker as Vice Commodore with 
Wayne, has also been a fixture around the Base 
since transferring from VMR Victoria Point 
some 4 years ago. Bob can also be seen at the 
Base on a daily basis, he is currently oversee-
ing the renovations to the Crew Room, which 
will be a great 
addition to the 
Base. 
A large thank 
you must go 
to Matthew 
Reid for his 
generous do-
nations to fit 
out our new 
crew room 
and make it 
a first class 
amenity and 
a d d i t i o n a l 
training facil-
ity to our Base.
Commodore Bob Skinner (above) is looking 
forward to working with Annette, stating that 
“this is what the place needs around here, a bit 
more professionalism and she will do a great 
job as Vice Commodore and trainer for the 
new ‘crewies’ coming through!”

Saturday evening 17th May 2014 VMR 
Bribie Island joined other VMR Squad-
rons from Brisbane, Victoria Point, North 
Stradbroke, and Raby Bay, as well as 
Coast Guard Flotillas from Redcliffe and 
Manly, and Queensland Water Police, in a 
night search and Rescue exercise (SAR-
EX). VMR Bribie sent 2 boats to partici-
pate and was crewed with members that 
had either completed or were required to 
complete the SAR module in the training 
package TDM07 for advancement in rank. 

Members of VMR Bribie Island Squadron 
Participating in the SAREX: back row L 
to R, Ken Hooper, Nathan Gundry, Gary 
Voss, John Burge, Nigel Cleminson, Phil 
Holmes and Steve Robinson. Front L to R, 
John Burdett, Pets Schrodter, Liz Rada-
jewski, Alan Tranter and Simon Middap.
All participating vessels arrived at Cab-
bage Tree Creek at 1500hrs for an onsite 
briefing at 1600hrs followed by a sausage 
sizzle. During the SAREX these crews 

were assessed on the practical aspects of 
this module by John Burdett on one vessel 
and John Burge on the second vessel. Na-
than Gundry and Liz Radajewski assisted 
on the night as assistant Skippers to John 
Burge and John Burdett. The SAREX 
took place between 1700hrs and 2100hrs, 
with the scenario being a “missing per-
son”  search in the area of Moreton Bay 
from Brisbane Roads Buoy to the Central 
Banks and to Moreton Island searching 
for a “body” using a grid search with ves-

sels maintaining formation 50 metres 
apart. 

This was followed by a debriefing of 
the SAREX and coffee and supper at 
the VMR Brisbane Base.

VMR Bribie Commercial Coxswains Na-
than Gundry and John Burdett flank VMR 
Bribie Vice Commodore Annette Mengel 
and a QLD Water Police Sergeant at VMR 
Brisbane’s Base.
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Commodore: Bob Skinner 0429 122 757
Vice Commodore: Annette Mengel 
Secretary: Adrian Westerman 5497 5513 
Treasurer: Mary Brown
Management Committee: Ross Jones, Graham Gibb 
0409 668 755,  Arvo Jaavuo 0428 341 082, Peter 
McNamara 0413 083 184, John Traill 0407 537 323
Membership Secretary: Anita Hudson 3408 0491
Crew Controller: Ray Fox 0477 021 722
Training Co-Ordinator: 
Hans Lubbers 0427 179 888
Unit Resource Controller: Ross Jones 0417 610 809
Radio Officer: Peter McNamara 0413 083 184
Assistant Radio Officer: Dennis O’Neil 3410 8330 
Public Relations Officer: John Traill 0407 537 323 

Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie Island Inc.
Office Bearers and Committee 2013 - 2014

TICKET SELLERS NEEDED: Please ring Arvo Jaavue on 3410 7198  if you can assist FOR 
ONE Friday per month. STANDBY HELPERS are also needed.

Hotel Raffles Roster - Volunteers Needed!
6/06/2014 Doug Tutt  Arvo Jaavuo N/A Barry Neill  Vacant
13/06/2014 Paul jones David Smith Jeff Wall  Vacant
20/06/2014 Les Harber Derek Wright Ray Christenson Vacant
27/06/2014 Allan Tranter Jose Sacramento Gary Voss Karen Doyle 
4/07/2014 Doug Tutt N/A Arvo Jaavuo Barry Neill  Vacant
11/07/2014 Paul Jones David Smith Jeff Wall  Vacant
18/07/2014 Les Harber Derek Wright Ray Christenson Vacant
25/07/2014 Allan Tranter Jose Sacramento Gary Voss Karen Doyle
1/08/2014 Goug Tutt  Arvo Jaavuo Barry Neill Vacant
8/08/2014 Paul Jones David Smith  Jeff Wall  vacant
15/08/2014 Les Harber Derek Wright Ray Christenson Vacant
22/08/2014 Allan Tranter Jose Sacramento Gary Voss  Karen Doyle
29/08/2014 Les Harber David Smith Jeff Wall Vacant

We do not have a roster for the RSL due to insufficient people to form a roster system 
helpers are needed for both venues, the hotel roster is every Friday from 16045 hrs to 1800hrs  
and the RSL is every second Friday from 1715 hrs to 1930hrs

Bay Watch Editor: Herb Coleman 0417 788 708 
Editors Assistants: Peter McNamara 0413 083 184,
Betty Snell 0428 975 168
Health & Safety Advisor: Vacant  
Booking Officer: Mary Brown 0401 699 679 
Functions Co-Ordinator: Ros Ezzy 0418 721 587
Boat Maintenance: Bob Skinner 0429 122 757, 
Ray Fox 0438 011 934
Fund Raising: Arvo Jaavuo 0428 341 082,
Maurie Doyle 0419 498 551
Social Committee: Cheryl Robinson 0422 837 983 
Building Projects: Bob Skinner 0429 122 757
VMR Zone Delegates: Bob Skinner 0429 122 757,
Adrian Westerman 5497 5513




